
August 24-28 
 
August 24 M — Reading 169 — Luke 17:11-21 
 
11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he entered 
a village, he was met by ten lepers,[fn] who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, saying, 
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." 14 When he saw them he said to them, "Go and show yourselves 
to the priests." And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving 
him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, "Were not ten cleansed? Where are 
the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 19 And he said 
to him, "Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well." [fn]  
 
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, "The 
kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or 
'There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you." [fn]  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(17:12) Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13 
(17:19) Or has saved you 
(17:21) Or within you, or within your grasp 

 
Obedient Faith — There are many interesting pieces in this story about the healing of the ten lepers.  
These men were all needy and desperate for a solution to their problem but it took courage to call out 
over a large crowd of people, bringing attention to themselves and their dilemma.  Somehow, they 
had heard about Jesus and they called Him “Master” (vs. 13), recognizing His supernatural ability to 
control circumstances.  Jesus commanded them from a distance: “Go and show yourselves to the 
priests” (v.  14).  The priests would examine them and declare them to be clean.  I can imagine them 
looking down at their still deformed, scaly hands and thinking, “How can I show these to the priests?!”  
But they obeyed Jesus’ command anyway and “as they went they were cleansed” (v.  14).  Their 
healing didn’t begin until they began to obey.  Remember that!  Sometimes God doesn’t start working 
for us until we obey Him.  The lepers displayed both obedience and faith in their going.  Jesus told the 
one who returned: “your faith has made you well” (v.  19).  All of them had courage, recognized 
Jesus’ ability, were obedient, and had faith, but only one of them expressed thanks.  That should 
remind us to be more aware of the blessings that God sends our way every day and to be careful to 
thank Him for them.  Look for gifts from God today and thank Him!  Spend extra time when you say 
your blessing over your food and thank Him for other things that you have noticed since you last ate.  
Take a walk and thank Him for everything you see, hear, and smell that He made for your enjoyment. 
 
Meditation: What is your general impression of Samaritans?  Do both negative and positive 
impressions come to your mind?  Individual Samaritans are mentioned only three times in the New 
Testament: the woman at the well (John 4:9), the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:33), and this one.  The 
Good Samaritan was praised because of his good deeds but that was a made-up story by Jesus, a 
parable.  For this leper, however, we have a real Good Samaritan who is praised for his faith and 
gratitude.  After his prostration before Jesus, it was stated, “Now he was a Samaritan” (vs. 16).  The 
word “he” is even emphasized in Greek.  That is significant because it was so unexpected.  The 
Samaritans were half-breeds between Jews and people brought in from other countries after the 
northern kingdom fell to the conquering Assyrians.  They were hated by the Jews because of their 
mixed nationality and mixed-up religion.  Yet, of the ten, only this ostracized Samaritan returned to 
thank Jesus.  God looks past nationalities and distorted thinking, looking at the heart.  We need to try 
to do the same when we interact with other people.  Try to see them as people that God loves. 
*************************** 



 
August 25 Tu — Reading 170 — Luke 17:22-37 
 
22 And he said to the disciples, "The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of 
the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 And they will say to you, 'Look, there!' or 'Look, here!' Do 
not go out or follow them. 24 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the 
other, so will the Son of Man be in his day.[fn] 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected 
by this generation. 26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 

They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah 
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of 
Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day when 
Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— 30 so will it be 
on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day, let the one who is on the housetop, with 
his goods in the house, not come down to take them away, and likewise let the one who is in the field 
not turn back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life will keep it. 34 I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and 
the other left. 35 There will be two women grinding together. One will be taken and the other left."  [fn]  36   
37 And they said to him, "Where, Lord?" He said to them, "Where the corpse[fn] is, there the vultures[fn] 
will gather." 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(17:24) Some manuscripts omit in his day 
(17:35) Some manuscripts add verse 36: Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left 
(17:37) Greek body 
(17:37) Or eagles 

 
Christ’s Coming — In our previous reading, the Pharisees asked Jesus “when the kingdom of God 
would come” (v.  20) and His reply showed that He was speaking of the internal reign of God in a 
person’s life: “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed.”  In today’s reading, 
however, Jesus changed the subject, speaking to His disciples about the visible kingdom of God that 
would come when Jesus returned to earth at His Second Coming.  The first characteristic of this 
future Coming is that it will be unmistakable, in contrast to the subtle internal coming of the Holy Spirit 
into the life of a believer: “For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, 
so will the Son of Man be in his day” (v.  24).  It cannot be overlooked: “Behold, he is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will see him” (Rev.  1:7).  The second characteristic of His Coming is that it will 
be unexpected.  Life will be going on normally, “eating and drinking and marrying” (v.  27) and “buying 
and selling, planting and building” (v.  29).  So, having this information, what should we do?  For one 
thing, we shouldn’t worry about it.  We won’t miss it.  Since it will be unexpected, we need to always 
be ready.  We don’t want to be surprised by it in the midst of committing a sin, “so that when he 
appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming” (1 John 2:28).  We 
also should always be in the process of inviting others into the internal kingdom, so that, when the 
physical kingdom arrives, they will be a part of it with us. 
*************************** 
 
August 26 W — Reading 171 — Luke 18:1-14 
 
1 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, 
"In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was a 
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, 'Give me justice against my adversary.' 4 For a 
while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, 'Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by 
her continual coming.'" 6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God 
give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he 



will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?"  
 
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated 
others with contempt: 10 "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed[fn] thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.' 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 14 I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but the one who humbles himself will be exalted."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(18:11) Or standing, prayed to himself 

 
Praying Effectively — Both of these parables involve prayer.  The first one stresses that prayer 
should have both persistence (“…they ought always to pray”) and trust (“…and not lose heart”).  The 
widow was given justice because she wouldn’t give up in coming to the judge, and she was persistent 
because she had faith.  Jesus also tied this parable to faith when He concluded with the question 
about whether He “will find faith on earth” (v.  8) when He returns.  From God’s perspective, He 
always answers “speedily” because His timing is perfect, but for us, it may seem too long in coming.  
In the meantime, we must trust that God will supply our needs and let that motivate us to continue 
asking.  The second parable had to do with praying humbly.  The Pharisee was focused on how good 
he thought he was because of his deeds.  Yes, he did begin his prayer with “God, I thank you…” but 
the rest of it involved proud bragging about himself in comparison with others.  The tax collector, on 
the other hand, humbly recognized and admitted his sinful condition.  It was the humble prayer that 
was commended by Jesus.  That is still God’s attitude toward those who pray.  We can be thankful for 
the changes we see that God has made in our lives but there are still sins that we struggle with.  
There is sinfulness hidden in our hearts.  Brave Christians may ask God to reveal some sinful attitude 
that He wants them to recognize, confess, and forsake. 
*************************** 
 
 
 
 
August 27 Th — Reading 172 — Matt. 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12 

 
 

Matthew 19 
1 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings,  
he went away from Galilee and entered the region of 
Judea beyond the Jordan.  
2 And large crowds followed him,  
and he healed them there.  
 
 
 
3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by 
asking, "Is it lawful to divorce one's wife  
 
for any cause?"  

Mark 10 
 
1 And he left there and went to the 
region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, 
and crowds gathered to him again.  
 
And again, as was his custom, he taught 
them.  
 
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to 
test him asked, "Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?"  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Matthew 19 (cont.) 
4 He answered,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Have you not read that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, 
'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh'? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate." 
 
7 They said to him, "Why then did Moses command 
one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her 
away?" 8 He said to them, "Because of your hardness 
of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but 
from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you: 
whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery."[fn] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 The disciples said to him, "If such is the case of a 
man with his wife, it is better not to marry."  
11 But he said to them, "Not everyone can receive this 
saying, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there 
are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there 
are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, 
and there are eunuchs who have made themselves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let 
the one who is able to receive this receive it."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(19:9) Some manuscripts add and whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery; other manuscripts: except for sexual 
immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery 

Mark 10 (cont.) 
3 He answered them, "What did Moses 
command you?" 4 They said, "Moses 
allowed a man to write a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away." 5 And 
Jesus said to them, "Because of your 
hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. 
6 But from the beginning of creation, 
'God made them male and female.' 7 

'Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife,[fn] 8 

and the two shall become one flesh.' So 
they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 

What therefore God has joined together, 
let not man separate."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 And in the house  
the disciples asked him again about this 
matter. 
11 And he said to them, "Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her, 12 and if 
she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(10:7) Some manuscripts omit and hold fast to 
his wife 



 
Better Not to Marry? — Jesus’ teaching about divorce was a hard pill to swallow for the disciples 
and it still is today.  God’s intention for marriage was for it to be permanent; it is really, in a sense, “a 
match made in heaven.”  But divorce happens and it is happening at an increasing rate in America.  
Sin is the leading cause for divorce as it always has been: “Because of your hardness of heart Moses 
allowed you to divorce your wives” (Matt. 19:8).  Divorce is so common that the secular world around 
us rather expects divorce to happen in a marriage.  That attitude is affecting the Christian church as 
well.  A 2008 study by the Barna Group* revealed that 26% of married evangelical Christians have 
divorced, compared to 33% for the national average.  That is not much of a difference!  Many 
Christians try to explain away God’s stiff requirements for marriage.  Jesus’ disciples didn’t want to 
accept them either, exclaiming, “If such is the case … it is better not to marry” (Matt. 19:10).  Why risk 
getting stuck with a bad partner?  That leads to two important points:  First, make sure that the person 
you are choosing to marry is also God’s choice for you.  Before you say yes, evaluate their character 
and their commitment to loving and serving God.  Secondly, make sure that you intend for this to be a 
lifelong commitment to this marriage partner, being determined to work on building the quality of the 
relationship.  Marriage is not to be avoided as a dangerous risk; it is to be embraced as the God-
designed pinnacle of human relationships.  For most Christians, it is better to marry. 

* https://www.barna.com/research/new-marriage-and-divorce-statistics-released/ 

*************************** 
 
August 28 F — Reading 173 — Matt. 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17 

 
 
 

 
 
Welcome Touch — Several different attitudes of people are shown in this passage.  First, was the 
“bringing” attitude of the parents (Mark 10:13), wanting Jesus to bless their children.  That is pretty 
typical of parents who want the best for their children and want to provide opportunities for them.  

Matthew 19 
13 Then children were brought 
to him  
 
that he might lay his hands on 
them and pray.  
The disciples  
 
rebuked the people,  
 
 
 
14 but Jesus said,  
"Let the little children come to 
me and do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 And he laid his hands on 
them and went away.  

Mark 10 
13 And they were bringing 
children to him  
 
that he might touch them,  
 
and the disciples  
 
rebuked them.  
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was 
indignant  
 
and said to them,  
"Let the children come to me; do 
not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God.  
 
15 Truly, I say to you,  
whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it."  
16 And he took them in his arms 
and blessed them,  
laying his hands on them.  

Luke 18 
15 Now they were bringing  
 
even infants to him  
that he might touch them.  
 
And when the disciples 
saw it,  
they rebuked them.  
 

 

16 But Jesus called them 
to him, saying,  
"Let the children come to 
me, and do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God.  
17 Truly, I say to you, 
whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it."  

https://www.barna.com/research/new-marriage-and-divorce-statistics-released/


Driving children to soccer practice or dance classes twice a week might be modern examples.  The 
disciples, however, had a “rebuking” attitude, probably considering this to be interfering with the 
teaching and healing ministry of Jesus.  They were well-meaning but misdirected.  They were missing 
something that Jesus saw—the importance of each individual person.  They might be like the adult 
today who looks at the parade of branch-waving children marching through the church on Palm 
Sunday as being cute but beneath the dignity of the worship service.  Jesus modeled the third 
attitude, which was one of “welcoming.”  He was “indignant” about His disciples’ attitude (Mark 10:14) 
but was openly accommodating toward the children.  Let them come!  Why?  They are important and 
loved.  The children represented the “humbling” attitude that Jesus said was necessary for entering 
His spiritual kingdom.  The children have it naturally but we are called to apply it to ourselves as an 
act of our will.  It is not only a necessary attitude for entering the kingdom of God but also for walking 
obediently as a Christian every day.  How can you have a “bringing” attitude today by helping 
someone to obtain God’s blessing?  How can you turn a critical attitude toward others into a 
welcoming one? 
 


