
August 17-21 
 
August 17 M — Reading 164 — Luke 16:14-31 
 
14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed 
him. 15 And he said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God 
knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of 
God.  
 
16 "The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom 
of God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it.[fn] 17 But it is easier for heaven 
and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void.  
 
18 "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who 
marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.  
 
19 "There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, 
even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham's side.[fn] The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, 
being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
24 And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 
end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.' 25 But 
Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 
order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross 
from there to us.' 27 And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's 
house— 28 for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment.' 29 But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let 
them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from 
the dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the 
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.'" 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(16:16) Or everyone is forcefully urged into it 
(16:22) Greek bosom; also verse 23 

 
Lovers of Money — The parable in our last reading about the unrighteous steward was 
“said to the disciples” (v. 1) but here, we find that there were some eavesdroppers: 
“Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him” 
(v.  14).  So, for their benefit, Jesus told another parable about a man who also 
apparently loved money.  It is not wrong to have money but it is wrong to love money (1 
Tim. 6:10).  The rich man showed no concern for the poor and hungry sore-covered 
man who sat at the gate of his mansion.  He even knew that his name was Lazarus (v.  
24), yet he had showed no concern for his physical needs.  We see obviously needy 



people around us, too, but do we have concern for them?  Do we show concern?  Do 
we even know their names?  If most of us have to admit that there is a bit of this rich 
man’s attitude in us, could it be because the love for our money is greater than our love 
to serve God by serving others?  If a needy person comes to your mind, think of some 
way you can meet part of their need today.  Even better, think about how you could do it 
anonymously.  Did those Pharisees change as a result of hearing Jesus’ parable?  I 
doubt it, because He identified them at the beginning as “those who justify yourselves 
before men, but God knows your hearts” (v.  15).  They were much like the rich man 
and his brothers who ignored the warning of Scripture (vv.  28-29). 
*************************** 
 
August 18 Tu — Reading 165 — Luke 17:1-10 
 
1 And he said to his disciples, "Temptations to sin[fn] are sure to come, but woe to the 
one through whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these 
little ones to sin.[fn] 3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if 
he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to 
you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' you must forgive him."  
 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6 And the Lord said, "If you had faith 
like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.  
 
7 "Will any one of you who has a servant[fn] plowing or keeping sheep say to him when 
he has come in from the field, 'Come at once and recline at table'? 8 Will he not rather 
say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, and dress properly,[fn] and serve me while I eat and 
drink, and afterward you will eat and drink'? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did 
what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were 
commanded, say, 'We are unworthy servants;[fn] we have only done what was our duty.'"  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(17:1) Greek Stumbling blocks 
(17:2) Greek stumble 
(17:7) Or bondservant; also verse 9 
(17:8) Greek gird yourself 
(17:10) Or bondservants 

 
Small Things — It is difficult to tie together the three subjects of today’s reading: 
tempting to sin, increasing faith, and doing one’s duty.  Each of them, however, has an 
element about something small.  In the first case, it is “one of these little ones” (v.  2) 
who might be tempted by others to sin.  These might represent new believers, babes in 
the faith.  As Paul warned us, we must be aware of how easily we can negatively 
influence fellow believers by doing something, even like eating questionable food, that 
“makes my brother stumble” (1 Cor. 8:13).  The second small thing Jesus mentioned 
was “a grain of mustard seed” (v.  6).  The apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith 
but He suggested that they already had faith; they probably just needed to exercise it.  



Even little faith can do a lot.  Whenever we feel inadequate, like the Twelve did, we 
need to step out in faith, doing what we know God wants us to do, and watch God bring 
about results supernaturally.  The third small thing involved the servant who was 
expected to serve his master at home even after working in the field all day.  That 
emphasizes the smallness of humility.  It expects nothing and it deserves nothing.  We 
servant-believers recognize our real position and conclude, “We are unworthy servants; 
we have only done what was our duty” (v.  10).  That grates against our cultural 
environment that elevates self-worth but in comparison to God, we are extremely small.  
That is not negative, however, because He loves us and places a very high value on us.  
Small is great in the sight of God. 
*************************** 
 
August 19 W — Reading 166 — John 11:1-16 
 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her 
hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, "Lord, he whom 
you love is ill." 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, "This illness does not lead to death. It 
is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it."  
 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that 
Lazarus[fn] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after 
this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8 The disciples said to him, 
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?" 9 

Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he 
does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him." 11 After saying these things, he said 
to them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him." 12 The disciples 
said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover." 13 Now Jesus had spoken of 
his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them 
plainly, "Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him." 16 So Thomas, called the Twin,[fn] said to his 
fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(11:6) Greek he; also verse 17 
(11:16) Greek Didymus 

 
Why Die? — Jesus intentionally let Lazarus die.  After He had heard of Lazarus’ illness, 
“he stayed two days longer” (v.  6).  Why?  He gave two reasons.  The first was so that 
God would receive glory: “It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it” (v.  4).  Does God need glory?  No, but we need to glorify God 
because in so doing, it forces us to recognize and affirm His greatness.  In that way, we 
grow in our knowledge of who God is.  The second reason Jesus let Lazarus die was so 
that His disciples’ faith would grow: “…so that you may believe” (v.  15).  They were 
about to witness an amazing miracle.  They had seen Jesus raise others who had 
recently died, like the son of the widow from Nain (Luke 7:15), but Lazarus had been 



dead for four days (John 11:39).  Strengthening the disciples’ faith was so important, 
that Jesus said, “I am glad that I was not there” (v.  15).  After a tragedy, we often hear 
the complaint, “Where was God when …?”  God’s good purposes often go beyond what 
we can see.  We need to learn to trust Him when tragedy strikes.  Perhaps God allows it 
to happen to strengthen our faith or to humble unbelievers into recognizing their need 
for Him.  God often receives glory in tragedies and people’s faith often grows during 
crises.  We need to grow in trusting that in all circumstances, God is involved and is 
bringing about good for those of us who believe.   
 
Meditation: When Jesus suggested that they return to Judea, the disciples complained, 
“the Jews were just now seeking to stone you” (v.  8; see John 10:31).  They considered 
it unwise to return to that dangerous atmosphere.  After hearing Jesus further explain 
the situation, Thomas concluded, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (v.  16).  
Was Thomas expecting Jesus to die or was he being somewhat sarcastic?  Jesus had 
already told them several times that He was going to die but they were either not 
understanding it or not accepting it.  Was it beginning to penetrate the disciples?   
*************************** 
 
August 20 Th — Reading 167 — John 11:17-44 
 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles[fn] off, 19 and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated 
in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you." 
23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24 Martha said to him, "I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life.[fn] Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 

and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 27 She 
said to him, "Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming 
into the world."  
 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, "The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and 
saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died." 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved[fn] in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And 
he said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus 
wept. 36 So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37 But some of them said, "Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?"  
 



38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. 39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, "Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days." 40 

Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?" 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on 
account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me." 43 

When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." 44 

The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his 
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(11:18) Greek fifteen stadia; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters 
(11:25) Some manuscripts omit and the life 
(11:33) Or was indignant; also verse 38 

 
Do You Believe? —After Jesus taught Martha about resurrection and life, He asked 
her, “Do you believe this?” (v.  26).  It was the same question Jesus had asked 
Nathanael when they first met and it is interesting that in both contexts, Nathanael and 
Martha provided similar grand declarations about Jesus.  Nathanael said, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” (1:49).  Martha’s response was, "I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world."  What do 
you believe about Jesus?  How has our reading through the four Gospels changed your 
view of Him?  He is infinite, so there is no end to the marvelous things one can learn 
about Him.  Moses had a wonderful prayer that I pray every morning before reading 
God’s Word: “…please show me now your ways that I may know you in order to find 
favor in your sight” (Ex. 33:13).  The more we know about Him, the more we will believe 
in Him. 
 
Meditation: Notice the different personalities again between Martha and Mary in this 
story.  Practical, straightforward Martha met with Jesus in a matter-of-fact atmosphere 
and He taught her about resurrection and life.  When soft, devotional Mary met with 
Jesus, the experience was filled with emotion.  She “fell at his feet” (v.  32) and was 
weeping along with her friends (v.  33), which seemed to be the reason that Jesus also 
wept (v.  35).  Although the individuals and the atmosphere were very different, Jesus 
met them where they were and ministered to them.  How does your personality type 
affect your times with Jesus?  When you read the Bible, do you dig for more truth or do 
you bask in what you have read?  We can learn from the different ways that people 
encounter God but we should not degrade the way we feel most comfortable in how we 
learn about Him and worship Him. 
 
One additional tidbit from this story that I gleaned from the ESV Study Bible is that the 
modern name of the town of Bethany is El-Azariyeh, an Arabic name that likely came 
from the name Lazarus.  It is the only town named after a dead man who came to life 
again! 
*************************** 
 



August 21 F — Reading 168 — John 11:45-54 
 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 
believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus 
had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, 
"What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place 
and our nation." 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to 
them, "You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one 
man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish." 51 He did not 
say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus 
would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the 
children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to 
put him to death.  
 
54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the 
region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the 
disciples.  
 
Turning Point — The raising of Lazarus was a critical turning point in the ministry of 
Jesus.  He headed toward His death, showing His great power and dividing believers 
from unbelievers.  As a result of the miracle, “Many of the Jews … believed in Him” (v.  
45) but on the other side, “some of them went to the Pharisees and told them…” (v.  
46).  Even in this crowd that saw the miracle performed, there were some who sided 
with the opposition and reported Jesus to them.  There was a turning-point question for 
them: Whom they would follow?  It was also a turning point for the Sanhedrin (“the 
council”—v.  47).  It was after their discussion that “from that day on they made plans to 
put him to death” (v.  53).  They also acted in spite of the miraculous evidence of Jesus’ 
divinity.  They admitted that “this man performs many signs” (v.  47), yet they decided to 
kill Him.  Another turning point in this passage was that Jesus “no longer walked openly 
among the Jews” (v.  54).  His life was being threatened and He had to wait for the 
Father’s timing for His death—the sacrifice of the Lamb of God during the Passover 
week.  Decisions.  Decisions to wait.  Decisions to harm.  Decisions to follow: Will I 
follow Jesus?  Will I seek Him daily in His Word and frequently in prayer?  Will I desire 
holiness enough to forsake a particularly attractive sin?  Ask God to help you to make 
decisions today that will honor Him and strengthen you. 
 
Meditation: The greatest fear of the high priest Caiaphas was that the Romans would 
“take away both our place and our nation” (v.  48).  His solution was to get rid of Jesus.  
Did it solve the problem?  About 40 years later, the Romans did exactly what Caiaphas 
feared; they destroyed the temple in A.D. 70, which has yet to be rebuilt.  Sacrificing 
Jesus did not accomplish their desired purpose.  The best-laid plans of men…  As 
logically and carefully we make our plans, if we are not walking in the path of 
righteousness, those plans will fail. 
 


