
August 10-14 
 

August 10 M — Reading 159 — Luke 13:31-35 
 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to 
kill you." 32 And he said to them, "Go and tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures 
today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 33 Nevertheless, I must go on my way today 
and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from 
Jerusalem.' 34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you were not willing! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me 
until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!'" 
 
The Hen of Heaven — In 1890, Englishman Francis Thompson wrote the captivating poem, “The 
Hound of Heaven” (http://houndofheaven.com/poem), describing God’s relentless loving pursuit of one 

who ran from Him.  One piece of that poem ties together our passage for today, when Jesus 
lamented over rejecting Jerusalem: 

I triumphed and I saddened with all weather, 
    Heaven and I wept together. 

God longs for the repentance of those who are rejecting Him.  “How often would I have gathered your 
children together … and you were not willing!”  While the hound of heaven pictures a pursuing God, 
the hen of heaven depicts a waiting God.  He is both.  He “is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).  He chases us until we are genuinely 
willing to come to Him.  He is still waiting.  Even after we come to Him for salvation, He waits for our 
fellowship.  His wings are outstretched—inviting, urging, longing.  We snuggle under those divine 
wings when we read and meditate on His Word every day.  Don’t hurry it; delight in it.  Spend time to 
talk to Him while you are close; we need it and He loves it. 
 
Meditation: The “O Jerusalem” lament in verses 34-35 is exactly the same as in Matt. 23:37.  Why 
isn’t it presented in parallel with our passage for today?  It is because both statements have time 
connections associated with them.  In Luke 13:31, it was spoken “At that very hour,” before Jesus 
reached Jerusalem and was still traveling in Perea, east of the Jordan River, the jurisdiction of Herod 
Antipas.  We see in Matthew that He repeated the statement after arriving in Jerusalem and even 
after the Triumphal Entry when the crowds shouted, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” (Matt. 21:9).  So, when Jesus said to Jerusalem, “you will not see me until you say, 'Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord!'” (Luke 13:35 and Matt. 23:37), He was referring to an event 
that would happen after the Triumphal Entry, probably the great revival just before the time of the 
Second Coming when Paul said, “all Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26). 
*************************** 
 

August 11 Tu — Reading 160 — Luke 14:1-24 
 
1 One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were watching him 
carefully. 2 And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus responded to the 
lawyers and Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?" 4 But they remained 
silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5 And he said to them, "Which of you, 
having a son[fn] or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him 
out?" 6 And they could not reply to these things.  
 
7 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of 
honor, saying to them, 8 "When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a 
place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and he who invited you 
both will come and say to you, 'Give your place to this person,' and then you will begin with shame to 

http://houndofheaven.com/poem


take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your 
host comes he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher.' Then you will be honored in the presence of 
all who sit at table with you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted."  
 
12 He said also to the man who had invited him, "When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers[fn] or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return 
and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 

and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the just."  
 
15 When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, "Blessed is 
everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!" 16 But he said to him, "A man once gave a great 
banquet and invited many. 17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant[fn] to say to those 
who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18 But they all alike began to make 
excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me 
excused.' 19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please 
have me excused.' 20 And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' 21 So the 
servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry 
and said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and 
crippled and blind and lame.' 22 And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and 
still there is room.' 23 And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges and 
compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you,[fn] none of those men who 
were invited shall taste my banquet.'"  
 

ESV Footnotes 
(14:5) Some manuscripts a donkey 
(14:12) Or your brothers and sisters 
(14:17) Or bondservant; also verses 21 (twice), 22, 23 
(14:24) The Greek word for you here is plural 

 
Invited — Twelve times in this passage, Jesus used a form of the verb “to invite.”  It is the obvious 
theme of this segment and teaches four important lessons.  Jesus had been invited to eat at the 
house of this “ruler of the Pharisees” (v.  1).  The tainted motive of him and his friends is reflected in 
the note that “they were watching him carefully.”  Again, Jesus is not politically correct and gets to 
some core problems in their thinking.  The first lesson they needed to learn was that of humility: Don’t 
seek places of honor but let others take the initiative to honor you (Vv.  7-11).  That is a lesson we 
need to learn repeatedly because our natural bent is to want to be elevated in the eyes of others.  
The second lesson was about generosity (Vv.  12-14).  Jesus said that you should invite those people 
to dinner who were unable to pay you back with a return invite to their house.  That is a good 
standard for evaluating our own giving to others—giving with no strings attached.  A good way to 
ensure the purity of generosity in our giving is to give anonymously so that they can’t even try to pay 
you back.  The third lesson is that of priority, represented by the people who made excuses not to 
attend the banquet (Vv.  18-20).  They were like the Pharisees who saw Jesus do miraculous things 
and heard His teaching of invitation about the kingdom of God but didn’t recognize that it was more 
important than their traditions.  We might call the last lesson that of opportunity.  It is the loving grace 
offered to undeserving people—those in the “highways and hedges” of life (v.  23).  We are told to 
“compel” (urgently beg) people to come to Christ so that “my house may be filled,” the house of 
heaven.  God wants people to come to Him; the invitation is open but the decision is theirs. 
 
Meditation: Let’s look at the question about whether it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not (v.  
3).  This was the third time it is recorded by Luke that Jesus healed on the Sabbath, all of them in the 
context of controversy—the man in the synagogue with the withered hand (Luke 6:6-11) and the bent-



over woman in another synagogue (Luke 13:10-17).  What is interesting to think about in our present 
passage is the response of the Pharisees to Jesus’ question about lawfulness: “But they remained 
silent” (v.  4).  Why didn’t they answer?  They were certainly opposed to it.  Were they silent because 
they knew that Jesus was setting them up?  Did they recognize that He would make them look foolish 
in an argument?  So, after a while, Jesus gave them a practical example of rescuing their son or ox 
that had fallen into a well on the Sabbath.  Again, they were silent: “And they could not reply to these 
things” (v.  6).  The reason this time was that they would have to answer “yes,” which would defeat 
their own stance about not working on the Sabbath.  This is a good example of the trouble one can 
get into by having strong beliefs that cannot be backed up with God’s Word. 
*************************** 
 

August 12 W — Reading 161 — Luke 14:25-35 
 
25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after 
me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, 'This man began to build and was 
not able to finish.' 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first 
and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for 
terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 
disciple.  
 
34 "Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use either 
for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 
 
Greatest Value — It is significant that it seemed to be because “great crowds accompanied him” (v.  
25) that Jesus shared these tough teachings.  Jesus wanted more than crowds; He wanted 
commitment.  He still does.  The concept of coming to Christ for salvation is easy: repent and believe.  
But the execution of it is difficult because it involves recognizing that there is a high cost and that one 
must be willing to pay that price.  Is it really worth it?  To “hate” one’s family members is an idiomatic 
Jewish way of saying that you “love them less” (see Matt. 10:37).  Do you love Jesus more than your 
family?  He is of greater value than family.  Is a person willing to “bear his own cross”—being willing 
to face ridicule, suffering, and even death to follow Christ?  Jesus is of greater value than comfort and 
physical life.  Jesus’ example of counting the cost before constructing a building or going to war urges 
each of us to consider the relative value of success vs. shame, and subservient survival vs. certain 
death.  Which is of greater value?  Finally, He states a requirement that is close to our own 
experience: One should be willing to “renounce all that he has” (v.  33).  Yes, Jesus is of greater 
value than material things, too.  In fact, Jesus said, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God” (6:20).  Are you not a real disciple yet?  Surrender!  Believe God that total 
commitment to Him is the greatest value. 
*************************** 
 

August 13 Th — Reading 162 — Luke 15:1-32 
 
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."  
 
3 So he told them this parable: 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he 
finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes 



home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.' 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  
 
8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins,[fn] if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep 
the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10 Just so, I 
tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents."  
 
11 And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' And he divided his property between 
them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent 
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and 
hired himself out to[fn] one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 

And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  
 
17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have more than 
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants."' 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.'[fn] 22 But the father said to his servants, [fn] 'Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.' And they began to celebrate.  
 
25 "Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said 
to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 
him back safe and sound.' 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 
entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 
killed the fattened calf for him!' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he 
was lost, and is found.'" 
 

ESV Footnotes 
(15:8) Greek ten drachmas; a drachma was a Greek coin approximately equal in value to a Roman denarius, worth about 
a day’s wage for a laborer 
(15:15) Greek joined himself to 
(15:21) Some manuscripts add treat me as one of your hired servants 
(15:22) Or bondservants 

 
Insiders and Outsiders — The Pharisees and scribes (religious lawyers) were the “insiders” that 
grumbled against Jesus’ reception of the “outsiders,” i.e., the tax collectors and sinners who were 
drawn to Him (vs. 1).  The three parables Jesus told were aimed at the prideful insider-attitude of the 
Pharisees in contrast to the high outsider-value of the sinners.  We are all insiders when we look 
down on other people because of race, education, weight, finances, deformities, wardrobe, etc.  It is 
so natural but it is wrong.  Jesus loved those outsiders because they were needy and they admitted it.  
They were “drawing near” to Him.  What was it that drew them?  It seems that they sensed Jesus’ 
forgiving and welcoming spirit.  They wanted to hear Him because He spoke to their needs.  They 



must have loved these three stories, easily identifying with the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the 
wayward son.  Their desire for acceptance and love gave them courage to come to Jesus in admitted 
sinfulness and humility.  The older son in the final parable was like the Pharisees.  He was angry at 
his father (v.  28) as the Pharisees “grumbled” (v.  1).  He felt that he was better than his brother as 
the Pharisees looked down on the tax collectors.  I wonder what the Pharisees thought about the 
three parables?  They saw the point that Jesus was making but they didn’t want to accept it.  Insiders 
often don’t see their own pride.  It is natural for insiders to reject outsiders but Jesus didn’t, and He 
doesn’t want us to, either. 
*************************** 
 

August 14 F — Reading 163 — Luke 16:1-13 
 
1 He also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought 
to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and said to him, 'What is this 
that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.' 3 

And the manager said to himself, 'What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away 
from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so 
that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.' 5 So, 
summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' 
6 He said, 'A hundred measures[fn] of oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write 
fifty.' 7 Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' He said, 'A hundred measures[fn] of 
wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and write eighty.' 8 The master commended the dishonest 
manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world[fn] are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 
unrighteous wealth[fn], so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.  
 
10 "One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is 
also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust 
to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you 
that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money."  
S 

ESV Footnotes 
(16:6) About 875 gallons or 3,200 liters 
(16:7) Between 1,000 and 1,200 bushels or 37,000 to 45,000 liters 
(16:8) Greek age 
(16:9) Greek mammon, a Semitic word for money or possessions; also verse 11; rendered money in verse 13 

 
Tool or Treasure? — This parable centers on the value and use of material things.  It provides a 
good opportunity for us to evaluate our attitude toward money.  There is no doubt that there is danger 
involved in money, which is why it is called “unrighteous wealth” (v.  11).  Paul warned that “the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evils” (1 Tim. 6:10).  Jesus even pictures it here as an adored idol in 
contrast to the God that we should love and serve (v.  13).  What is money to you?  Is it a tool that 
you use or a treasure that you love and hoard?  Handling money is a part of life on earth; we have to 
do it.  But our attitude toward it and our use of it will demonstrate whether we are faithful stewards or 
unfaithful ones.  The steward in the parable was unfaithful to his master, partly because he “was 
wasting his possessions” (v.  1).  He was also dishonest by cheating his master in reducing the bills of 
the debtors in order to gain an advantage for himself.  He was using money as a tool for his selfish 
interests.  We should also use money as a tool but it should be intended for the benefit of others, not 
us. 
 


