
August 3-7 
 
August 3 M — Reading 154 — John 9:13-34 
 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 
received his sight. And he said to them, "He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see." 16 Some 
of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others said, 
"How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among them. 17 So they 
said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, 
"He is a prophet."  
 
18 The Jews[fn] did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?" 20 His parents answered, "We know that this is our son and 
that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." 22 (His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus[fn] to be Christ, 
he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  

  
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, "Give glory to God. 
We know that this man is a sinner." 25 He answered, "Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing 
I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." 26 They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?" 27 He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?" 28 And they reviled him, saying, 
"You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but 
as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 30 The man answered, "Why, this is an 
amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to 
him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born 
blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 34 They answered him, "You were born 
in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(9:18) Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time; also 
verse 22 
(9:22) Greek him 

 
Character — The character of the people who brought the formerly-blind man to the Jewish 
authorities is revealed here—they were reporting a violation of what they considered to be Jewish 
Sabbath laws.  They expressed no amazement or praise to God for the miracle that brought him 
sight; their bigger concern was obedience to the Sabbath laws.  The Pharisee leaders were 
convinced that Jesus was not the Christ, or even “from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath” (v. 
16).  Although Moses did not include kneading dough as something forbidden to do on the Sabbath, 
the Jews had added this requirement and apparently considered that Jesus’ act of making mud was 
equivalent to kneading dough.  The character of the man’s parents was also revealed when they were 
called as witnesses before the Jewish leaders.  They abbreviated their testimony, even jeopardizing 
their son, “because they feared the Jews” (v. 22).  They feared man more than God.  The character of 
the healed man is also shown in this passage.  He had spunk!  He did not fear man because he had 
just been healed of a lifelong infirmity and he knew that God had done it.  He was even sassy when 
he told them that “I have told you … and you would not listen. …Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” (v. 27).  To counter their claim that Jesus was a sinner, he reminded them of OT 



indications that God doesn’t answer the prayers of sinners and the fact that what had happened to 
him was an unheard-of miracle.  His bold character reminds me of a song I sang as a child: “Stand 
up, stand up, for Jesus!  You soldiers of the cross…”  We need to develop more of this healed man’s 
character of commitment and boldness in the face of opposition. 
*********************** 
 
August 4 Tu — Reading 155 — John 9:35-41 
 
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?" [fn]  
 
36 He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" 37 Jesus said to him, "You have seen 
him, and it is he who is speaking to you." 38 He said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 
 
39 Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those 
who see may become blind." 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, 
"Are we also blind?" 41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no guilt;[fn] but now that 
you say, 'We see,' your guilt remains. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(9:35) Some manuscripts the Son of God 
(9:41) Greek you would not have sin 

 
Follow Up — Jesus had performed a one-of-a-kind miracle in healing this man who was born blind 
but He didn’t stop there because the man needed spiritual healing as well.  That “Jesus … found 
him,” shows God’s proactive strategy to give us all that we need for wholeness.  The man had 
received physical sight suddenly and dramatically but he had obtained only a glimpse of spiritual sight 
through the miracle.  He knew God had healed him but as we read earlier, he considered Jesus only 
to be a prophet (9:17).  Jesus needed to show him that He was more than a prophet.  Ezekiel was a 
prophet who was called “son of man” by God 93 times in his prophecies.  Daniel, the only other 
prophet called “son of man” (one time) had a vision about the coming Messiah who was “like a son of 
man” and to whom was given “an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away” (Dan. 7:14).  So, 
Jesus assumed this Messianic title and asked the healed beggar, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” (John 9:35).  Jesus identified His divinity and the man’s spiritual eyes were opened as he 
believed “and he worshiped him” (v. 39).  Miracle complete!  God is still following up people to whom 
He has given glimpses of His grace and glory.  They need the whole story; they need complete 
healing.  God is still following up on us, too.  Knowing God began for us at conversion but it is a 
lifelong process of gaining spiritual insight into who He is.  He is infinite, so we will never know it all, 
but we are progressing in the knowledge of Him “from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18). 
 
Meditation: Jesus said that He came, “that those who do not see may see, and those who see may 
become blind” (v. 39).  Whereas the previous discussion was about both physical and spiritual 
blindness, this statement and what follows is only about spiritual blindness.  The beggar was in the 
first (“do not see”) category: he did not see spiritually but was made to see by believing in Jesus.  The 
second (“those who see”) category fit the eaves-dropping Pharisees.  They thought that they could 
see spiritually and they were not only blind in that sense but they would end up being permanently 
blind spiritually if they did not recognize their real sinfulness and embrace Jesus instead of opposing 
Him.  There is great danger in considering yourself to be righteous because it is probably motivated 
by pride and it is a hindrance to further growth.  Be open to letting God expose the sinful attitudes that 
hide in your heart.  When you see them, confess them and wonder at the grace of God who forgives 
you. 
*********************** 



 
August 5 W — Reading 156 — John 10:1-18 
 
1 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another 
way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 

To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do 
not know the voice of strangers." 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.  
 
7 So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone 
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing 
for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that 
are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, 
and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father."  
 
 
The Shepherd — Jesus painted two pictures of Himself in this passage as the Shepherd of His flock, 
the Church.  First, He claimed to be the true Shepherd, as opposed to imposters in ancient times who 
claimed to be God’s Messiah.  Jesus was the legitimate Shepherd because He entered the sheepfold 
properly at the door (v. 1), was welcomed by the gatekeeper (v. 2), and proved ownership of the 
sheep by their knowing His voice and following Him (v. 4).  In the two thousand years since that time, 
imposters tried and are still trying to collect followers.  No one needs to look beyond Jesus; He is the 
true Shepherd.  The second picture is that of Jesus as the good Shepherd.  His goodness is shown in 
providing abundant life for His followers (v. 10), in protecting us from predators (v. 12) because He 
cares for us (v. 13), in knowing us intimately (v. 14), in sacrificing Himself for us through death (v. 15), 
and in uniting us into one family (v. 16).  He is good in His character and in His caring.  No one needs 
to look beyond Jesus; He is the good Shepherd. 
 
Meditation:  The third and fourth of the seven “I am” sayings of Jesus are presented here: “I am the 
door” (Vv.  7, 9) and “I am the good shepherd” (Vv.  11, 14).  Notice that Jesus talks about two kinds 
of doors here.  In verses 1-2, He speaks of the door to the sheepfold.  How is the door in verses 7-9 
different?  It is not the door to the community but the door to the individual, “the door of the sheep.”  
What three benefits are gained by entering through the Jesus-door (Vv.  9-10)?  Which one do you 
see as having the highest value?  Why? 
*********************** 
 
August 6 Th — Reading 157 — John 10:19-42 
 
19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them said, "He has 
a demon, and is insane; why listen to him?" 21 Others said, "These are not the words of one who is 
oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"  
 



22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to 
him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly." 25 Jesus answered 
them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about 
me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me,[fn] is greater than all, and no 
one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one."  
 
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, "I have shown you many 
good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?" 33 The Jews answered 
him, "It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a 
man, make yourself God." 34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I said, you are 
gods'? 35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 
36 do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' 
because I said, 'I am the Son of God'? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe 
me; 38 but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father." 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he 
escaped from their hands.  40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had 
been baptizing at first, and there he remained. 41 And many came to him. And they said, "John did no 
sign, but everything that John said about this man was true." 42 And many believed in him there. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(10:29) Some manuscripts What my Father has given to me 

 
Words and Works — The Jews who opposed Jesus asked for words: “If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly” (v. 24), but Jesus pointed them to His works: “…believe the works” (v. 38).  Why?  Maybe it is 
because works are easier to believe than words.  Works are something that can be seen; they seem 
more substantial.   What did He mean by believing the works?  The works that can be easily seen 
confirm the words; the reality of the works prove that the words are true.  Which is more likely to 
impress people around you about your faith in Christ, your words, or your works?  They can hear our 
words but they often sound unsupported.  This is why the New Testament often encourages us to 
demonstrate the reality of our words with obvious and supporting works.  That is why Jesus said, “By 
this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).  
Visibly loving others is evidence of the faith that is within us.  Paul said that we were “created in Christ 
Jesus for good works” (Eph. 2:10).  Titus was told to “be a model of good works” (Titus 2:7) so that 
others would be “zealous for good works” (v. 14).  Christians are those who “devote themselves to 
good works” (Titus 3:14) and “stir up one another to … good works” (Heb. 10:24).  Even if people 
around us are not responsive to what we say, they may be arrested by what we do.  Often, actions 
(works) do speak louder than words. 
 
Meditation: When the Jews asked Jesus to “tell us plainly” (v. 24) whether He was the Christ or not, 
Jesus replied, “I told you…” (v. 25).  When had He told them?  Strangely, Scripture gives no previous 
record where Jesus had said that publicly and directly, except to the Samaritan woman at the well 
(John 4:26).  Gabriel had told Mary that He would be called “the Son of God” (Luke 1:35); three times 
demons made that declaration (Matt. 8:29; Mark 3:11; Luke 4:41); and Peter and the rest of the 
Twelve had said it (Matt. 14:33; 16:16).  Although not recorded before, Jesus had declared it, as He 
confirmed a few verses later with, “…because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’” (John 10:36).  These 
Jewish leaders were just not willing to listen.  Later, when Jesus stood “on trial” before the Sanhedrin, 
Caiaphas the high priest asked again, “…tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God” (Matt. 26:63).  
He told them and they charged Him with blasphemy. 
********************************* 



 
August 7 F — Reading 158 — Luke 13:22-30 
 
22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 And 
someone said to him, "Lord, will those who are saved be few?" And he said to them, 24 "Strive to enter 
through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the 
master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the 
door, saying, 'Lord, open to us,' then he will answer you, 'I do not know where you come from.' 26 

Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.' 27 But 
he will say, 'I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!' 28 

In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will 
come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30 

And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last."  
 
The Narrow Door — Someone wanted to know if only a few people would be saved.  Jesus’ basic 
answer was “Yes,” using the picture of “the narrow door” (v. 24).  He had used a similar analogy 
earlier: “For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few” 
(Matt. 7:14).  Although the requirements to enter are simply repentance and faith, getting through that 
gate or door is difficult, as Jesus suggested when He commanded, “Strive to enter…”  Having to 
“strive” shows that it is not easy.  One thing that makes it difficult is procrastination, putting off 
commitment until a later time.  There will come a time when “the master … has … shut the door” (v. 
25).  That door closes for us individually at our death and collectively at the Second Coming.  
Procrastination has left millions outside the door for eternity, putting it off until it was too late.  Another 
thing that makes entering the kingdom door difficult might be called association.  Jesus said that 
some will say, “We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets” (v. 26).  Many 
people are exposed to the gospel message and somehow think that familiarity is close enough to 
faithfulness.  Having a godly mother or an uncle who was a preacher will not merit a ticket to enter 
that door.  Even going to church every week will not be enough.  Connection should not be confused 
with commitment.  The third suggestion of difficulty in this passage is transgression.  Jesus called 
those lost people “workers of evil” (v. 27).  Many will stay outside the kingdom of God because they 
don’t want to give up their sinful practices.  Getting through that door is not an easy passage because 
of putting it off, thinking you are already good enough, or loving sin more than God.  Slam! 
 
Meditation: Why do you think Jesus concluded this discussion with the statement about the first 
being last?  What connection does it have with what preceded?  Since Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
the prophets all represent Israel, would those from the east, west, north, and south be in another 
category of people?  Who would they be?  Twice, Paul wrote that salvation comes to those who 
believe, “to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16; 2:10). 
 


