
KHW31 – July 25-31 

July 25 Su (Optional) — Qualities of Worship 
 
We have read about how both Aaron and Jeroboam invented their own worship systems.  What does 
the New Testament say about the Christian’s approach to worship?  Here are some verses that 
speak of the desired quality of our worship: 

 
****************************** 
 
July 26 M Reading 147 — 2 Chron. 11:5-23 — Rehoboam strengthens Judah's kingdom 
 
5 Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem, and he built cities for defense in Judah. 6 He built Bethlehem, Etam, 
Tekoa, 7 Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam, 8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 9 Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 10 Zorah, 
Aijalon, and Hebron, fortified cities that are in Judah and in Benjamin. 11 He made the fortresses 
strong, and put commanders in them, and stores of food, oil, and wine. 12 And he put shields and 
spears in all the cities and made them very strong. So he held Judah and Benjamin. 
 
13 And the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel presented themselves to him from all places 
where they lived. 14 For the Levites left their common lands and their holdings and came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, because Jeroboam and his sons cast them out from serving as priests of the LORD, 
15 and he appointed his own priests for the high places and for the goat idols and for the calves that 
he had made. 16 And those who had set their hearts to seek the LORD God of Israel came after them 
from all the tribes of Israel to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD, the God of their fathers. 17 They 
strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and for three years they made Rehoboam the son of Solomon 
secure, for they walked for three years in the way of David and Solomon. 
 

• Jesus made this statement to the Samaritan woman at the well: “… true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24). 
o The stress on “spirit” in this verse guards against limiting God to what we can see and 

touch.  Worshiping in truth forces us to realize that our attitudes and motives cannot be 
hidden from God. 

• Worship involves the whole of our lives: “… present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship” (Rom. 12:1). 
o Worship certainly isn’t limited to what goes on in church or on our knees. 

• In contrast to Jewish worship in Paul’s day, he said, “For we are the circumcision, who worship 
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 3:3). 
o The “Spirit of God” reminds us of what Jesus said about worship quality. 
o To “glory in Christ Jesus” recognizes that “no one comes to the Father except through 

[Jesus]” (John 14:6). 
o Jews put “confidence in the flesh” by thinking that physical circumcision was the mark that 

gave them approval by God.  The Christian knows that God’s approval comes only 
through our surrender and God’s grace. 

• The writer of Hebrews pictures worship in a kingdom atmosphere: “Therefore let us be grateful 
for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe” (Heb. 12:28). 
o Approaching God “with reverence and awe” emphasizes our humility and God’s 

greatness. 



18 Rehoboam took as wife Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of David, and of Abihail the 
daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse, 19 and she bore him sons, Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20 After 
her he took Maacah the daughter of Absalom, who bore him Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and 
Shelomith. 21 Rehoboam loved Maacah the daughter of Absalom above all his wives and concubines 
(he took eighteen wives and sixty concubines, and fathered twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters). 
22 And Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son of Maacah as chief prince among his brothers, for he 
intended to make him king. 23 And he dealt wisely and distributed some of his sons through all the 
districts of Judah and Benjamin, in all the fortified cities, and he gave them abundant provisions and 
procured wives for them.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnote 
(11:23) Hebrew and sought a multitude of wives 

 
All in for God — The priests and Levites in the 10 northern tribes (from now on referred to as “Israel” 
in distinction from “Judah” in the south) had lost their jobs because Jeroboam had led his people to 
worship goat idols and golden calves.  He also had appointed non-Levite priests, so the Levite clerics 
were now jobless.  They still had property on which they raised crops and animals, so they could 
have stayed, but they chose, along with many other people wholly dedicated to serving Yahweh, to 
leave their lands in order to resettle in Judah and Benjamin.  That was a real commitment, being “all 
in” for God.  So far, for most of us, we have not had to choose bankruptcy in order to serve the Lord 
but there are many Christians in other parts of the world today who are fleeing from their homes and 
homelands to save their lives just because they are followers of Jesus.  That should force us to 
evaluate our own level of commitment to God.  Are we that committed?  This story we read also 
makes us think about endurance.  Rehoboam and the people that followed him served God faithfully 
for only three years.  Commitment must include continuity.  We must endure in our commitment.  You 
have committed to reading the Bible daily this year.  Will you endure?  We must resolve not only to 
finish the year well but to finish our whole life well, being faithful, consistent, and enduring. 
****************************** 
 
July 27 Tu Reading 148 — 1 Kings 13:1–34 — Man of God warns Israel's Jeroboam 
 
1 And behold, a man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to Bethel. Jeroboam was 
standing by the altar to make offerings. 2 And the man cried against the altar by the word of the 
LORD and said, “O altar, altar, thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, a son shall be born to the house of 
David, Josiah by name, and he shall sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who make 
offerings on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.’” 3 And he gave a sign the same day, 
saying, “This is the sign that the LORD has spoken: ‘Behold, the altar shall be torn down, and the 
ashes that are on it shall be poured out.’” 4 And when the king heard the saying of the man of God, 
which he cried against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, 
“Seize him.” And his hand, which he stretched out against him, dried up, so that he could not draw it 
back to himself. 5 The altar also was torn down, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to 
the sign that the man of God had given by the word of the LORD. 6 And the king said to the man of 
God, “Entreat now the favor of the LORD your God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored 
to me.” And the man of God entreated the LORD, and the king’s hand was restored to him and 
became as it was before. 7 And the king said to the man of God, “Come home with me, and refresh 
yourself, and I will give you a reward.” 8 And the man of God said to the king, “If you give me half your 
house, I will not go in with you. And I will not eat bread or drink water in this place, 9 for so was it 
commanded me by the word of the LORD, saying, ‘You shall neither eat bread nor drink water nor 
return by the way that you came.’” 10 So he went another way and did not return by the way that he 
came to Bethel. 
 



11 Now an old prophet lived in Bethel. And his sons[fn] came and told him all that the man of God had 
done that day in Bethel. They also told to their father the words that he had spoken to the king. 12 And 
their father said to them, “Which way did he go?” And his sons showed him the way that the man of 
God who came from Judah had gone. 13 And he said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So they 
saddled the donkey for him and he mounted it. 14 And he went after the man of God and found him 
sitting under an oak. And he said to him, “Are you the man of God who came from Judah?” And he 
said, “I am.” 15 Then he said to him, “Come home with me and eat bread.” 16 And he said, “I may not 
return with you, or go in with you, neither will I eat bread nor drink water with you in this place, 17 for it 
was said to me by the word of the LORD, ‘You shall neither eat bread nor drink water there, nor 
return by the way that you came.’” 18 And he said to him, “I also am a prophet as you are, and an 
angel spoke to me by the word of the LORD, saying, ‘Bring him back with you into your house that he 
may eat bread and drink water.’” But he lied to him. 19 So he went back with him and ate bread in his 
house and drank water. 
 
20 And as they sat at the table, the word of the LORD came to the prophet who had brought him 
back. 21 And he cried to the man of God who came from Judah, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Because you 
have disobeyed the word of the LORD and have not kept the command that the LORD your God 
commanded you, 22 but have come back and have eaten bread and drunk water in the place of which 
he said to you, “Eat no bread and drink no water,” your body shall not come to the tomb of your 
fathers.’” 23 And after he had eaten bread and drunk, he saddled the donkey for the prophet whom he 
had brought back. 24 And as he went away a lion met him on the road and killed him. And his body 
was thrown in the road, and the donkey stood beside it; the lion also stood beside the body. 25 And 
behold, men passed by and saw the body thrown in the road and the lion standing by the body. And 
they came and told it in the city where the old prophet lived. 
 
26 And when the prophet who had brought him back from the way heard of it, he said, “It is the man of 
God who disobeyed the word of the LORD; therefore the LORD has given him to the lion, which has 
torn him and killed him, according to the word that the LORD spoke to him.” 27 And he said to his 
sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” And they saddled it. 28 And he went and found his body thrown in 
the road, and the donkey and the lion standing beside the body. The lion had not eaten the body or 
torn the donkey. 29 And the prophet took up the body of the man of God and laid it on the donkey and 
brought it back to the city[fn] to mourn and to bury him. 30 And he laid the body in his own grave. And 
they mourned over him, saying, “Alas, my brother!” 31 And after he had buried him, he said to his 
sons, “When I die, bury me in the grave in which the man of God is buried; lay my bones beside his 
bones. 32 For the saying that he called out by the word of the LORD against the altar in Bethel and 
against all the houses of the high places that are in the cities of Samaria shall surely come to pass.” 
 
33 After this thing Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way, but made priests for the high places again 
from among all the people. Any who would, he ordained to be priests of the high places. 34 And this 
thing became sin to the house of Jeroboam, so as to cut it off and to destroy it from the face of the 
earth. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(13:11) Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew son 
(13:29) Septuagint; Hebrew he came to the city of the old prophet 

 
Lessons in Obedience — This is a tragic story in many ways and it certainly stresses the 
importance of obeying God.  It is interesting that neither the “man of God” (v. 1) nor the “old prophet” 
(v. 11) was named but God gave a direct message to each one of them.  The man of God carried out 
his divine mission exactly until the old prophet showed up.  Why did the old prophet lie after learning 
about what God commanded the man of God?  Why wasn’t the old prophet criticized or punished for 
his sin of lying and enticing another to do wrong?  Why was God willing to use him to prophesy after 



his sin of deception?  Unanswered questions.  The first lesson in obedience that we see here seems 
to be that the man of God should have obeyed what God had said instead of what the old prophet 
told him that God had said.  We see that happening sometimes today when a person will proclaim 
his/her opinion of what God meant when He said something because they have a hard time accepting 
the literal words of the message.  Interpretation must not dodge intention and we must put what God 
said above what others think and write, including me.  The second lesson in obedience we see 
should have been learned by Jeroboam but it wasn’t.  Having God shrivel up his arm and split apart 
the altar to pour out its ashes should have been enough to teach him that the direction he was going 
was wrong.  But even after God restored his hand, Jeroboam continued in his path of disobedience 
through his invented system of worship.  When God disciplines us, it is for the purpose of changing 
our minds, of getting us back onto the right track.  They are lessons for obedience. 
 
Meditation: Predicting the name of King Josiah (v. 2), 360 years before he became king, is very 
unusual in Scripture.  God also did it through Isaiah, naming the future King Cyrus before he was 
even born (Is. 44:26).  That brings into focus God’s amazing foreknowledge; He knows everything—
the end from the beginning.  The prediction of what King Josiah would do was fulfilled and recorded 
later:  

****************************** 
Accountability Time!  Today marks the beginning of our 3-day reporting for the end of the month.  If 
you are current in your reading as of today, please let me know at accbibleread@gmail.com. 
 
July 28 W Reading 149 — 1 Kings 14:1-20 — Prophecy and death for Jeroboam 
 
1 At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. 2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, “Arise, and 
disguise yourself, that it not be known that you are the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh. Behold, 
Ahijah the prophet is there, who said of me that I should be king over this people. 3 Take with you ten 
loaves, some cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him. He will tell you what shall happen to the child.” 
 
4 Jeroboam’s wife did so. She arose and went to Shiloh and came to the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah 
could not see, for his eyes were dim because of his age. 5 And the LORD said to Ahijah, “Behold, the 
wife of Jeroboam is coming to inquire of you concerning her son, for he is sick. Thus and thus shall 
you say to her.” 
 
When she came, she pretended to be another woman. 6 But when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, 
as she came in at the door, he said, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why do you pretend to be another? 
For I am charged with unbearable news for you. 7 Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: “Because I exalted you from among the people and made you leader over my people 
Israel 8 and tore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you, and yet you have not 
been like my servant David, who kept my commandments and followed me with all his heart, doing 
only that which was right in my eyes, 9 but you have done evil above all who were before you and 
have gone and made for yourself other gods and metal images, provoking me to anger, and have 
cast me behind your back, 10 therefore behold, I will bring harm upon the house of Jeroboam and will 
cut off from Jeroboam every male, both bond and free in Israel, and will burn up the house of 
Jeroboam, as a man burns up dung until it is all gone. 11 Anyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in 
the city the dogs shall eat, and anyone who dies in the open country the birds of the heavens shall 

“Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin, that altar with the high place he pulled down and burned, 
reducing it to dust. He also burned the Asherah. And as Josiah turned, he saw the 
tombs there on the mount. And he sent and took the bones out of the tombs and 
burned them on the altar and defiled it, according to the word of the LORD that the 
man of God proclaimed, who had predicted these things” (2 Kings 23:15-16). 
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eat, for the LORD has spoken it.”’ 12 Arise therefore, go to your house. When your feet enter the city, 
the child shall die. 13 And all Israel shall mourn for him and bury him, for he only of Jeroboam shall 
come to the grave, because in him there is found something pleasing to the LORD, the God of Israel, 
in the house of Jeroboam. 14 Moreover, the LORD will raise up for himself a king over Israel who shall 
cut off the house of Jeroboam today. And henceforth, 15 the LORD will strike Israel as a reed is 
shaken in the water, and root up Israel out of this good land that he gave to their fathers and scatter 
them beyond the Euphrates,[fn] because they have made their Asherim, provoking the LORD to anger. 
16 And he will give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, which he sinned and made Israel to 
sin.” 
 
17 Then Jeroboam’s wife arose and departed and came to Tirzah. And as she came to the threshold 
of the house, the child died. 18 And all Israel buried him and mourned for him, according to the word of 
the LORD, which he spoke by his servant Ahijah the prophet. 
 
19 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred and how he reigned, behold, they are written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 20 And the time that Jeroboam reigned was 
twenty-two years. And he slept with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in his place. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(14:15) Hebrew the River 

 
Fooling God — Why did Jeroboam tell his wife to disguise herself and pretend to be someone else 
when she visited the prophet Ahijah?  Jeroboam admitted that God had informed Ahijah that he would 
become Israel’s king (v. 2), so he had connections with the all-seeing God.  Did he think that if Ahijah 
didn’t know the messenger, he would give a more positive prediction?  God cannot be fooled.  Even 
blind Ahijah “saw” through the plot and told her God’s message: because of the sins of Jeroboam, 
that child would be the first of all his male descendants to die.  Jeroboam’s son, Nadab, would reign 
only two years before the final end of the “house” (dynasty) of Jeroboam.  God sees everything.  You 
might be able to fool some of the people some of the time but you can never fool God.  We need to 
remember that when we approach God in prayer.  Are we truly honest with Him when we pray?  Do 
we sometimes try to appear more sincere or unselfish than we really are when we talk to Him?  We 
cannot fool God, so we might as well be transparent with Him.  We might see more answers to prayer 
if we do. 
 
Meditation: We encountered two very similar names in this story: Abijah, the sick prince (v. 1), and 
Ahijah, the blind prophet.  There is something very interesting here about the death of Abijah.  He 
died as part of the punishment given to Jeroboam because of his sins, yet God said that “in him 
[Abijah] there is found something pleasing to the LORD … in the house of Jeroboam” (v. 13).  God 
saw something pleasing about Abijah but he died anyway, as part of the consequences of 
Jeroboam’s sin.  That probably strikes most of us as being unfair.  Why should a good and innocent 
child die because his father sinned?  This is a good example, however, of our getting a glimpse of the 
bigger picture God always sees in directing His overall plan.  The big picture is that Jeroboam had led 
the northern ten tribes into idolatry, which was what God had warned him about at the beginning with 
this conditional promise: “And if you will listen to all that I command you … and do what is right in my 
eyes … I will be with you and will build you a sure house” (1 Kings 11:38).  That “sure house” was a 
dynasty, a line of sons to rule after him, which included innocent Abijah.  The leader, Jeroboam, 
rebelled against that command and his whole family had to suffer the consequences, the guilty as 
well as the innocent. 
****************************** 
Accountability Reminder  If you are up to date in your reading but did not let me know yesterday, 
please do it today at accbibleread@gmail.com. 
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July 29 Th Reading 150 — 1 Kings 14:21–31; 2 Chron. 12:1–16 — Rehoboam’s reign ends 

 
 
 
 
  

1 Kings 14 
 
 
 
25 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against 
Jerusalem.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26 He took away the treasures of the 
house of the LORD and the treasures 
of the king’s house. He took away 
everything. He also took away all the 
shields of gold that Solomon had 
made,  
27 and King Rehoboam made in their 
place shields of bronze, and committed 
them to the hands of the officers of the 
guard, who kept the door of the king’s 
house. 28 And as often as the king went 
into the house of the LORD, the guard 
carried them and brought them back to 
the guardroom. 

2 Chronicles 12 
1 When the rule of Rehoboam was established and he 
was strong, he abandoned the law of the LORD, and 
all Israel with him.  
2 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, because they 
had been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak king of 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 So Shishak king of Egypt came up against 
Jerusalem. He took away the treasures of the house 
of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s house. He 
took away everything. He also took away the shields 
of gold that Solomon had made,  
 
10 and King Rehoboam made in their place shields of 
bronze and committed them to the hands of the 
officers of the guard, who kept the door of the king’s 
house. 11 And as often as the king went into the house 
of the LORD, the guard came and carried them and 
brought them back to the guardroom.  
 
 
12 And when he humbled himself the wrath of the 
LORD turned from him, so as not to make a complete 
destruction. Moreover, conditions were good[fn] in 
Judah. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(12:12) Hebrew good things were found 

3 with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen. And the people were without number 
who came with him from Egypt—Libyans, Sukkiim, and Ethiopians. 4 And he took 
the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem. 5 Then Shemaiah the 
prophet came to Rehoboam and to the princes of Judah, who had gathered at 
Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, “Thus says the LORD, ‘You 
abandoned me, so I have abandoned you to the hand of Shishak.’” 6 Then the 
princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, “The LORD is 
righteous.” 7 When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, the word of the 
LORD came to Shemaiah: “They have humbled themselves. I will not destroy them, 
but I will grant them some deliverance, and my wrath shall not be poured out on 
Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 8 Nevertheless, they shall be servants to him, 
that they may know my service and the service of the kingdoms of the countries.” 



 
 
 
Cause and Effect — The consequence of Rehoboam’s sin is obvious in this passage.  How did he 
sin?  It seems to have been a slippery-slope kind of thing, apparently starting with the fact that “the 
rule of Rehoboam was established and he was strong” (2 Chron. 12:1).  After his foolish response 
that split the nation, Rehoboam built fortified cities and probably felt comfortably safe.  Then, in this 
“established … strong” position, “he abandoned the law of the LORD” (v. 1b).  Success often turns 
one’s focus away from a dependence on God.  Judah had been doing well; we read earlier that “they 
walked for three years in the way of David and Solomon” (11:17).  Then, it was not only that 
Rehoboam abandoned God’s law but God had this charge: “You abandoned me” (v. 5).  There was 
not only obedience involved but also relationship.  There is no fellowship without obedience.  Jesus 
said the same thing: “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me” (John 
14:21).  We demonstrate our love by our obedience.  Rehoboam and Judah had stopped obeying 
God, so as a direct result, “because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak king of Egypt 
came up against Jerusalem” (12:2).  Cause and effect.  Punishment was administered until they 
humbled themselves (v. 7).  God gave them relief but still left them under Egypt’s rule to remind them 
of their need to obey and rely on God alone.  What can we take away from this for ourselves?  Don’t 
stop relying on God’s provision!  Don’t slip away from strict obedience!  Don’t jeopardize your 
relationship with God!  Don’t ask to be taught a lesson through discipline! 
****************************** 
  

1 Kings 14 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 

[see v. 31b below] 
 
 
 
29 Now the rest of the acts of 
Rehoboam and all that he did, are they 
not written  
 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judah?  
30 And there was war between 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. 
31 And Rehoboam slept with his fathers 
and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David.  
His mother’s name was Naamah the 
Ammonite.  
And Abijam his son reigned in his 
place. 

2 Chronicles 12 (cont.) 
13 So King Rehoboam grew strong in Jerusalem and 
reigned. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city that the LORD had chosen out of 
all the tribes of Israel to put his name there.  
His mother’s name was Naamah the Ammonite. 
14 And he did evil, for he did not set his heart to seek 
the LORD. 
 
15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, from first to last, are 
they not written  
in the chronicles of Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo 
the seer? [fn]  
 
 
There were continual wars between Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam.  
16 And Rehoboam slept with his fathers and was 
buried in the city of David,  
 

[see v. 13b above] 
 
and Abijah[fn] his son reigned in his place. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(12:15) After seer, Hebrew adds according to genealogy 
(12:16) Spelled Abijam in 1 Kings 14:31 



As our readings get more and more involved in comparing the kings of Judah (south) with the kings of 
Israel (north), it will be helpful to have access to the chart below.  It provides more information about 
time and connects God’s prophets who were active during their reigns.  Please download this and 
keep it in a handy file or print it out to put in the back of your Bible. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Accountability Deadline!  Today is the end of our accountability reporting for July.  If you have not 
reported yet, please let me know your reading status at accbibleread@gmail.com. 
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July 30 F Reading 151 — 1 Kings 15:1-8; 2 Chron. 13:1-22 — Wars between Judah and Israel   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Kings 15 
1 Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, Abijam began to reign over 
Judah. 2 He reigned for three years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Maacah the 
daughter of Abishalom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 Now there was war between Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam all the days of his life.  

2 Chronicles 13 
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, 
Abijah began to reign over Judah. 2 He 
reigned for three years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Micaiah[fn] the daughter 
of Uriel of Gibeah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now there was war between Abijah and 
Jeroboam.  

3 And he walked in all the sins that his father did before him, and his heart was not 
wholly true to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father. 4 Nevertheless, 
for David’s sake the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, setting up his 
son after him, and establishing Jerusalem, 5 because David did what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD and did not turn aside from anything that he commanded 
him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.  

3 Abijah went out to battle, having an army of valiant men of war, 400,000 chosen men. 
And Jeroboam drew up his line of battle against him with 800,000 chosen mighty warriors. 
4 Then Abijah stood up on Mount Zemaraim that is in the hill country of Ephraim and said, 
“Hear me, O Jeroboam and all Israel! 5 Ought you not to know that the LORD God of Israel 
gave the kingship over Israel forever to David and his sons by a covenant of salt? 6 Yet 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon the son of David, rose up and rebelled 
against his lord, 7 and certain worthless scoundrels[fn] gathered about him and defied 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and irresolute[fn] and could 
not withstand them. 
 
8 “And now you think to withstand the kingdom of the LORD in the hand of the sons of 
David, because you are a great multitude and have with you the golden calves that 
Jeroboam made you for gods. 9 Have you not driven out the priests of the LORD, the sons 
of Aaron, and the Levites, and made priests for yourselves like the peoples of other lands? 
Whoever comes for ordination[fn] with a young bull or seven rams becomes a priest of what 
are not gods. 10 But as for us, the LORD is our God, and we have not forsaken him. We 
have priests ministering to the LORD who are sons of Aaron, and Levites for their service. 
11 They offer to the LORD every morning and every evening burnt offerings and incense of 
sweet spices, set out the showbread on the table of pure gold, and care for the golden 
lampstand that its lamps may burn every evening. For we keep the charge of the LORD 
our God, but you have forsaken him. 12 Behold, God is with us at our head, and his priests 
with their battle trumpets to sound the call to battle against you. O sons of Israel, do not 
fight against the LORD, the God of your fathers, for you cannot succeed.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(13:2) Spelled Maacah in 1 Kings 15:2 
(13:7) Hebrew worthless men, sons of Belial 
(13:7) Hebrew soft of heart 
(13:9) Hebrew to fill his hand 



 
 

Nevertheless …  God is certainly merciful and gracious.  He has always been willing to use imperfect 
people to accomplish His purposes.  He used David to establish His lasting kingdom in spite of 
David’s sin “in the matter of Uriah the Hittite” (1 Kings 15:5).  David had committed adultery and 
murder but he repented and God forgave and used him.  The other imperfect person that God used in 
this story was Abijah (not the sick son of Jeroboam in 1 Kings 14:1), who “walked in all the sins that 
his father did before him, and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD” (v. 3).  In spite of this, the 
next verse continues, “Nevertheless, for David’s sake the LORD his God gave him a lamp in 
Jerusalem” (v. 4), allowing Abijah to rule over Judah for three years.  Although Abijah was not “wholly 
true,” he was sometimes true, which was demonstrated in his speech to the opposing army of Israel 
and in God’s response.  Although Judah was outnumbered two to one, Abijah condemned 
Jeroboam’s action of making gods and rejecting God’s priests.  He then challenged them: “…you 
think to withstand the kingdom of the LORD … do not fight against the LORD, the God of your 
fathers, for you cannot succeed” (2 Chron. 13: 8, 12).  That was a good speech that showed courage 
and trust in God.  When Judah was surprised by Jeroboam’s ambush, “they cried to the LORD … 
[and] God defeated Jeroboam and all Israel” (vv. 14-15).  Isn’t that encouraging that even though we 
are imperfect and fail God, nevertheless He is willing to forgive us and fight for us if we trust in Him? 
 
Meditation: As you probably noticed at the beginning of our reading for today, there are several 
differences in the spelling of names between the accounts in Kings and Chronicles.  Abijah is called 
Abijam in Kings and Micaiah is Maacah in Kings.  As we can see in the final verses of the reading, the 
two accounts used different sources.  They also often used different forms of the same name, 
something like our Robert/Bob or Margaret/Peggy.  Another difference is that Kings says that Maacah 
was the daughter of Abishalom (probably another form of Absalom), whereas Chronicles says that 
she was the daughter of Uriel.  Sometimes the Hebrews skipped generations, as here, so that 
Maacah was likely the “daughter” of Uriel but the “granddaughter” of Abishalom. 

1 Kings 15 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 The rest of the acts of Abijam and all that he 
did, are they not written in  
 
the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah? And there was war between Abijam and 
Jeroboam. 8 And Abijam slept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the city of David. And 
Asa his son reigned in his place. 

2 Chronicles 13 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22 The rest of the acts of Abijah, his ways 
and his sayings, are written in  
the story of the prophet Iddo. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(13:13) Hebrew they 
(13:19) Or Ephrain 

13 Jeroboam had sent an ambush around to come upon them from behind. Thus his 
troops[fn] were in front of Judah, and the ambush was behind them. 14 And when Judah 
looked, behold, the battle was in front of and behind them. And they cried to the LORD, 
and the priests blew the trumpets. 15 Then the men of Judah raised the battle shout. And 
when the men of Judah shouted, God defeated Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah 
and Judah. 16 The men of Israel fled before Judah, and God gave them into their hand. 
17 Abijah and his people struck them with great force, so there fell slain of Israel 500,000 
chosen men. 18 Thus the men of Israel were subdued at that time, and the men of Judah 
prevailed, because they relied on the LORD, the God of their fathers. 19 And Abijah 
pursued Jeroboam and took cities from him, Bethel with its villages and Jeshanah with its 
villages and Ephron[fn] with its villages. 20 Jeroboam did not recover his power in the days 
of Abijah. And the LORD struck him down, and he died. 21 But Abijah grew mighty. And 
he took fourteen wives and had twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters.  



****************************** 
 
July 31 Sa (Optional) — Hebrews 12:3-13 — God’s discipline 
 
We read about the cause-and-effect punishment God brought to Rehoboam and Judah through 
Shishak of Egypt, "because they had been unfaithful to the LORD” (2 Chron. 12:2).  Today, we have 
a tremendous advantage over God’s people in those days because we have the indwelling Holy Spirit 
to convict, challenge, motivate, and empower us.  We still struggle, however, with temptations and 
troubles that contribute to occasional experiences of slipping into sinful patterns.  Our reading for 
today addresses this tendency and gives instruction about how to avoid God’s discipline. 
 
3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow 
weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
your blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?  
 
      "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,  
          nor be weary when reproved by him.  
6     For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,  
          and chastises every son whom he receives."  
 
7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom 
his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then 
you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined 
us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For 
they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that 
we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but 
later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  
 
12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make straight paths for 
your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. 
 

• Jesus is our example of how to face trouble without giving up (v. 3). 

• The two reactions to God’s discipline mentioned in verse 5 are, “regard lightly” and “be weary.”  
Can you think of current examples of these reactions?  You may share your response in “Leave 
a Reply” at the bottom of this webpage. 

• What purpose for discipline is suggested in this passage? 
 


