
KHW27 June 27 – July 3 
 
June 27 Su (Optional) — Psalm 127:1-5 — Faith Over Effort 
 
This is a second psalm of Solomon emphasizing the importance of recognizing that no matter how 
hard we apply ourselves to tasks in this life, God is the ultimate supplier of all good that comes to 
us. 
 
A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 
 
1    Unless the LORD builds the house, 

those who build it labor in vain. 
     Unless the LORD watches over the city, 

the watchman stays awake in vain. 
2    It is in vain that you rise up early 

and go late to rest, 
     eating the bread of anxious toil; 

for he gives to his beloved sleep. 
  
3    Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, 

the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4    Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 

are the children[fn] of one’s youth. 
5    Blessed is the man 

who fills his quiver with them! 
     He shall not be put to shame 

when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(127:4) Or sons 
(127:5) Or They shall not be put to shame when they speak with their enemies in the gate 

 
God provided the Sabbath day as a “forced” day of rest to remind us of the fact that our own efforts 
are not the fundamental reason for our success, God is.  James reminds us that “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights…” (James 
1:17).  This is not intended to minimize our effort but to maximize our acknowledgment of God’s 
care. 
******************************  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



June 28 M Reading 127 — 1 Kings 6:19-38; 2 Chron. 3:4b-14 — The temple’s interior 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1 Kings 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 The inner sanctuary he prepared in the innermost 
part of the house, to set there the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD. 20 The inner sanctuary[fn] was twenty 
cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits 
high, and he overlaid it with pure gold. He also 
overlaid[fn] an altar of cedar. 21 And Solomon overlaid 
the inside of the house with pure gold, and he drew 
chains of gold across, in front of the inner sanctuary, 
and overlaid it with gold. 22 And he overlaid the whole 
house with gold, until all the house was finished. Also 
the whole altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary 
he overlaid with gold. 
 
23 In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of 
olivewood, each ten cubits high. 24 Five cubits was 
the length of one wing of the cherub, and five cubits 
the length of the other wing of the cherub; it was ten 
cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 
25 The other cherub also measured ten cubits; both 
cherubim had the same measure and the same 
form. 26 The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and 
so was that of the other cherub. 27 He put the 
cherubim in the innermost part of the house. And the 
wings of the cherubim were spread out so that a 
wing of one touched the one wall, and a wing of the 
other cherub touched the other wall; their other wings 
touched each other in the middle of the house. 28 And 
he overlaid the cherubim with gold. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(6:20) Vulgate; Hebrew And before the inner sanctuary 
(6:20) Septuagint made 

2 Chronicles 3 
4b He overlaid it on the inside with pure 
gold. 5 The nave he lined with cypress 
and covered it with fine gold and made 
palms and chains on it. 6 He adorned the 
house with settings of precious stones. 
The gold was gold of Parvaim. 7 So he 
lined the house with gold—its beams, its 
thresholds, its walls, and its doors—and 
he carved cherubim on the walls. 
 
8 And he made the Most Holy Place. Its 
length, corresponding to the breadth of 
the house, was twenty cubits, and its 
breadth was twenty cubits. He overlaid it 
with 600 talents[fn] of fine gold. 9 The 
weight of gold for the nails was fifty 
shekels.[fn] And he overlaid the upper 
chambers with gold. 
 
 
 
 
 
10 In the Most Holy Place he made two 
cherubim of wood[fn] and overlaid[fn] them 
with gold. 11 The wings of the cherubim 
together extended twenty cubits: one 
wing of the one, of five cubits, touched 
the wall of the house, and its other wing, 
of five cubits, touched the wing of the 
other cherub; 12 and of this cherub, one 
wing, of five cubits, touched the wall of 
the house, and the other wing, also of 
five cubits, was joined to the wing of the 
first cherub. 13 The wings of these 
cherubim extended twenty cubits. The 
cherubim[fn] stood on their feet, facing 
the nave. 14 And he made the veil of blue 
and purple and crimson fabrics and fine 
linen, and he worked cherubim on it. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:8) A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 
kilograms 
(3:9) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 
(3:10) Septuagint; the meaning of the Hebrew is 
uncertain 
(3:10) Hebrew they overlaid 
(3:13) Hebrew they 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Holy Place — In today’s passage, I noticed that 1 Kings 6 always refers to the room 
containing the ark of the covenant as “the inner sanctuary” (vv. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 31) and 2 
Chronicles 3 calls it “the Most Holy Place” (vv. 8, 10).  This very important room in the temple was 
in the shape of a cube with each side being 30 feet (9.1 m).  What made it important was what it 
contained: the ark of the covenant, which was the gold-plated box that contained God’s written 
commandments (Ex. 25:21).  On top of the ark, a visual presence of Yahweh appeared to speak to 
Moses (Ex. 25:22).  To emphasize the importance of the Most Holy Place, everything in the room 
was covered with gold, 45,000 pounds (20,412 kg) of it, which was heavier than a good-sized bus 
filled with people.  This room was important because it was a dwelling place of God, and God’s 
presence was honored by the extravagance of gold, the commodity most valuable to humans.  We 
also have a place that is just as important and valuable today: our bodies.  Paul said that “your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God” (1 Cor. 6:19).  Our body is 
a “most holy place” and we should treat it with honor and care.  How we care for our body 
broadcasts to the world how we value God that dwells within us. 
 
Meditation:  What are “cherubim”?  Dominating this Most Holy Place were two giant cherubs, 10 
feet (3 m) tall with ten-foot wingspans, made of olive wood and covered with gold.  What were the 
living cherubim like?  The first time we hear of them is in Genesis 3:24 when God placed them as 
guards at the garden of Eden to prevent access to the tree of life but they were not described.  We 
might classify them as a form of angelic beings.  The second time we see them in the OT is when 
God instructed Moses to make two smaller cherubim of gold to sit on top of the ark of the covenant 
facing each other with their wings stretched out to cover the ark (Ex. 25:18-20).  The only 
additional descriptive information we learn about them is that they had faces.  God also told Moses 
to have images of cherubim woven into the curtains of the tabernacle (Ex. 26:1) but no description 

1 Kings 6 (cont.) 
29 Around all the walls of the house he carved engraved figures of cherubim and 
palm trees and open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. 30 The floor of the house 
he overlaid with gold in the inner and outer rooms. 
 
31 For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olivewood; the lintel and 
the doorposts were five-sided.[fn] 32 He covered the two doors of olivewood with 
carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. He overlaid them with gold and 
spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees. 
 
33 So also he made for the entrance to the nave doorposts of olivewood, in the form 
of a square, 34 and two doors of cypress wood. The two leaves of the one door were 
folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding. 35 On them he carved 
cherubim and palm trees and open flowers, and he overlaid them with gold evenly 
applied on the carved work. 36 He built the inner court with three courses of cut 
stone and one course of cedar beams. 
 
37 In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid, in the month 
of Ziv. 38 And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, 
the house was finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. He was 
seven years in building it. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(6:31) The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain 



of them is given.  In a psalm of David that described God’s deliverance from the threats of King 
Saul, he said that God “rode on a cherub and flew…” (2 Sam. 22:11; cf. Ps. 18:10).  That is poetic 
and figurative language, however, so it tells us little more about cherubim, except that they fly.  We 
don’t learn anything new about cherubim until Ezekiel saw a vision about 375 years later.  There, 
we read that the cherubim “were standing” and that “the sound of the wings of the cherubim” was 
very loud (Ezek. 10:3-5).  They are also described as having what looked like a human hand under 
their wings (v. 8) and at least the ones seen in Ezekiel’s vision each had four different faces (v. 14) 
and wheels beside them that moved with them as they flew (v. 16).  A later puzzling prophecy from 
Ezekiel against the king of Tyre sounds like it is also referring to Satan, who had been “the signet 
of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  You were in Eden, the garden of God…” (Ezek. 
28:12-13).  He was “an anointed cherub … blameless in your ways … till unrighteousness was 
found in you” (vv. 14-15), “...so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of God, and I 
destroyed you, O guardian cherub…” (v. 16).  Now you know the extent of what the Bible tells us 
about cherubim.  They were beings created by God and their beauty and importance gave them a 
place of highest honor at the Most Holy Place. 
****************************** 
 
June 29 Tu Reading 128 — 1 Kings 7:1–12 — Solomon’s palace 
 
1 Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, and he finished his entire house. 
 
2 He built the House of the Forest of Lebanon. Its length was a hundred cubits[fn] and its breadth 
fifty cubits and its height thirty cubits, and it was built on four[fn] rows of cedar pillars, with cedar 
beams on the pillars. 3 And it was covered with cedar above the chambers that were on the forty-
five pillars, fifteen in each row. 4 There were window frames in three rows, and window opposite 
window in three tiers. 5 All the doorways and windows[fn] had square frames, and window was 
opposite window in three tiers. 
 
6 And he made the Hall of Pillars; its length was fifty cubits, and its breadth thirty cubits. There was 
a porch in front with pillars, and a canopy in front of them. 
 
7 And he made the Hall of the Throne where he was to pronounce judgment, even the Hall of 
Judgment. It was finished with cedar from floor to rafters.[fn] 
 
8 His own house where he was to dwell, in the other court back of the hall, was of like 
workmanship. Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh’s daughter whom he had 
taken in marriage. 
 
9 All these were made of costly stones, cut according to measure, sawed with saws, back and front, 
even from the foundation to the coping, and from the outside to the great court. 10 The foundation 
was of costly stones, huge stones, stones of eight and ten cubits. 11 And above were costly stones, 
cut according to measurement, and cedar. 12 The great court had three courses of cut stone all 
around, and a course of cedar beams; so had the inner court of the house of the LORD and the 
vestibule of the house. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:2) A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 
(7:2) Septuagint three 
(7:5) Septuagint; Hebrew posts 
(7:7) Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew floor 

 



Dividing the Heart — An artist’s rendition of the layout of Solomon’s palace complex is shown 
below in relation to the size and location of the temple.  Although the temple was grand, Solomon’s 
own complex seems even grander.  It took seven years to build the temple and 13 years to build 
the palace buildings.  It is tempting to think that Solomon’s heart was beginning to divide, with 
Yahweh taking a secondary position.  It is so easy to subtly shift our emphasis away from God 
toward our own selfish desires.  Materialism is a powerful force and it is driven by the culture that 
surrounds us.  Don’t let it divide your heart! 
****************************** 
 
  



June 30 W Reading 129 — 1 Kings 7:13–22; 2 Chron. 2:13-14; 3:15-17 — Temple pillars 

 
 

Puzzling Details — You may have noticed several seemingly contradictory differences in reading 
the Kings and Chronicles passages in parallel today.  The first is in regard to the skilled man from 
Tyre.  He is called Hiram in 1 Kings 7:13 and Huram-abi in 2 Chron. 2:13, a different spelling of the 
same name.  The suffix “abi” means “my father” and seems to be a title of respect.  A bigger 

1 Kings 7 
 
 

13 And King Solomon sent and brought Hiram 
from Tyre.  
14 He was the son of a widow of the tribe of 
Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a 
worker in bronze. And he was full of wisdom, 
understanding, and skill for making any work in 
bronze.  
 
 
 
He came to King Solomon and did all his work. 
 

2 Chronicles 2 
13 “Now I have sent a skilled man, who has 
understanding, Huram-abi,  
 
 

14 the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, 
and his father was a man of Tyre. He is trained 
to work in gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone, and 
wood, and in purple, blue, and crimson fabrics 
and fine linen, and to do all sorts of engraving 
and execute any design that may be assigned 
him, with your craftsmen, the craftsmen of my 
lord, David your father.  

2 Chronicles 3 
15 In front of the house he made 
two pillars thirty-five cubits 
high, with a capital of five 
cubits on the top of each.  
 
 
16 He made chains like a 
necklace[fn] and put them on 
the tops of the pillars, and he 
made a hundred pomegranates 
and put them on the chains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 He set up the pillars in front 
of the temple, one on the 
south, the other on the north; 
that on the south he called 
Jachin, and that on the north 
Boaz. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:16) Hebrew chains in the inner 
sanctuary 

15 He cast two pillars of bronze. Eighteen cubits was the height 
of one pillar, and a line of twelve cubits measured its 
circumference. It was hollow, and its thickness was four 
fingers. The second pillar was the same.[fn] 16 He also made 
two capitals of cast bronze to set on the tops of the pillars. The 
height of the one capital was five cubits, and the height of the 
other capital was five cubits. 17 There were lattices of checker 
work with wreaths of chain work for the capitals on the tops of 
the pillars, a lattice[fn] for the one capital and a lattice for the 
other capital. 18 Likewise he made pomegranates[fn] in two 
rows around the one latticework to cover the capital that was 
on the top of the pillar, and he did the same with the other 
capital. 19 Now the capitals that were on the tops of the pillars 
in the vestibule were of lily-work, four cubits. 20 The capitals 
were on the two pillars and also above the rounded projection 
which was beside the latticework. There were two hundred 
pomegranates in two rows all around, and so with the other 
capital.  
21 He set up the pillars at the vestibule of the temple. He set up 
the pillar on the south and called its name Jachin, and he set 
up the pillar on the north and called its name Boaz. 22 And on 
the tops of the pillars was lily-work. Thus the work of the pillars 
was finished. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:15) Targum, Syriac (compare Septuagint and Jeremiah 52:21); 
Hebrew and a line of twelve cubits measured the circumference of the 
second pillar 
(7:17) Septuagint; Hebrew seven; twice in this verse 
(7:18) Two manuscripts (compare Septuagint); Hebrew pillars 



difference is that 1 Kings 7:14 says that his mother was “a widow of the tribe of Naphtali” but 2 
Chron. 2:14 says that she was “of the daughters of Dan.”  The solution appears to be that her 
parents were from the tribe of Dan but she married into the Naphtali tribe.  After her husband died, 
she married the man from Tyre, the father of Hiram/Huram.  The second apparent discrepancy is in 
the height of the two pillars in front of the temple.  One text says that “Eighteen cubits was the 
height of one pillar” (1 Kings 7:15) while 2 Chron. 3:15 says that there were “two pillars thirty-five 
cubits high.”  Numerous explanations have been offered but probably the most reasonable one is 
that the main brass cylinder of the pillar was 18 cubits long, which sat on a stone base of 8 cubits 
and had two capitals added to the top, one of 5 cubits with latticework and the other of 4 cubits 
with lily work.  The third obvious problem is the number of pomegranates in the capitals.  One text 
says there were 100 pomegranates on the chains (2 Chron. 3:16), while 1 Kings 7:20 speaks of 
200 pomegranates “in two rows all around.”  So, there were 100 pomegranates in each of two 
rows, totaling 200 for each pillar, as both books make clear in 1 Kings 7:13 and 2 Chron. 4:42.  
Just think about all the questions like these that you will have all of eternity for discovering the 
answers!  As Paul reminds us: “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face…” (1 Cor. 
13:12). 
****************************** 
 
 

  



July 1 Th Reading 130 — 1 Kings 7:23–39; 2 Chron. 4:1-10 — Temple seas and lavers 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Kings 7 
 

 

 

23 Then he made the sea of cast metal. It was 
round, ten cubits from brim to brim, and five 
cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits measured 
its circumference. 24 Under its brim were 
gourds, for ten cubits, compassing the sea all 
around. The gourds were in two rows, cast 
with it when it was cast. 25 It stood on twelve 
oxen, three facing north, three facing west, 
three facing south, and three facing east. The 
sea was set on them, and all their rear parts 
were inward. 26 Its thickness was a 
handbreadth,[fn] and its brim was made like the 
brim of a cup, like the flower of a lily. It held 
two thousand baths.[fn] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Chronicles 4 
1 He made an altar of bronze, twenty 
cubits[fn] long and twenty cubits wide and ten 
cubits high.  
2 Then he made the sea of cast metal. It was 
round, ten cubits from brim to brim, and five 
cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits measured 
its circumference. 3 Under it were figures of 
gourds,[fn] for ten cubits, compassing the sea all 
around. The gourds were in two rows, cast with 
it when it was cast. 4 It stood on twelve oxen, 
three facing north, three facing west, three 
facing south, and three facing east. The sea 
was set on them, and all their rear parts were 
inward. 5 Its thickness was a handbreadth.[fn] 
And its brim was made like the brim of a cup, 
like the flower of a lily. It held 3,000 baths.[fn]  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(4:1) A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 
(4:3) Compare 1 Kings 7:24; Hebrew oxen; twice in this 
verse 
(4:5) A handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 
centimeters 
(4:5) A bath was about 6 gallons or 22 liters 

27 He also made the ten stands of bronze. Each stand was four cubits long, four 
cubits wide, and three cubits high. 28 This was the construction of the stands: they 
had panels, and the panels were set in the frames, 29 and on the panels that were set 
in the frames were lions, oxen, and cherubim. On the frames, both above and below 
the lions and oxen, there were wreaths of beveled work. 30 Moreover, each stand had 
four bronze wheels and axles of bronze, and at the four corners were supports for a 
basin. The supports were cast with wreaths at the side of each. 31 Its opening was 
within a crown that projected upward one cubit. Its opening was round, as a pedestal 
is made, a cubit and a half deep. At its opening there were carvings, and its panels 
were square, not round. 32 And the four wheels were underneath the panels. The 
axles of the wheels were of one piece with the stands, and the height of a wheel was 
a cubit and a half. 33 The wheels were made like a chariot wheel; their axles, their 
rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all cast. 34 There were four supports at the 
four corners of each stand. The supports were of one piece with the stands. 35 And on 
the top of the stand there was a round band half a cubit high; and on the top of the 
stand its stays and its panels were of one piece with it. 36 And on the surfaces of its 
stays and on its panels, he carved cherubim, lions, and palm trees, according to the 
space of each, with wreaths all around. 37 After this manner he made the ten stands. 
All of them were cast alike, of the same measure and the same form. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:26) A handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 centimeters 
(7:26) A bath was about 6 gallons or 22 liters 



 
Cleansing Water — Only the Chronicles’ account gives us the purpose for 
these very large containers of water in our reading for today: “He also 
made ten basins in which to wash … In these they were to rinse off what 
was used for the burnt offering, and the sea was for the priests to wash in” 
(2 Chron. 4:6).  The ten basins were on wheels so they could be moved 
around to provide space for the Levites to wash the parts of the sacrificial 
animals that were to be offered to the Lord during crowded feast days.  The 
spa-sized pool of water was appropriately called “the sea” and it was used 
for the priests to ceremonially wash themselves before serving at the 
temple.  These washing rituals were tied to God’s directions to Moses 
when the tabernacle was built in the wilderness: “You shall bring Aaron 
and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and wash them with 
water” (Ex. 29:4) and “… you shall kill the ram and … you shall cut the 
ram into pieces, and wash its entrails and its legs … and burn the whole 
ram on the altar.  It is a burnt offering to the LORD” (Ex. 29:16-18).  These 
were not hygienic acts but were symbolic actions that represented becoming pure.  David prayed, 
“Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity … wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow” (Ps. 51: 2, 7).  
Ananias came to the temporarily-blinded Saul and said, “And now why do you wait?  Rise and be 
baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16).  The water in all these cases 
symbolized God’s cleansing in order to make something pure enough to be in His presence. 
 
Meditation: We see another apparent discrepancy in today’s reading.  The sea “held” 2,000 baths 
according to 1 Kings 7:26 but 3,000 according to 2 Chron. 4:5.  Several possible explanations have 
been offered in an attempt to satisfy this problem.  One is that there are two different Hebrew 
words that are translated “held” in both ESV texts.  Perhaps one described the absolute capacity 

1 Kings 7 (cont.) 
38 And he made ten basins of bronze.  
Each basin held forty baths, each basin 
measured four cubits, and there was a basin 
for each of the ten stands.  
39 And he set the stands, five on the south 
side of the house, and five on the north side 
of the house.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And he set the sea at the southeast corner 
of the house. 

2 Chronicles 4 (cont.) 
6 He also made ten basins in which to wash,  
 
 
 
and set five on the south side, and five on the 
north side.  
 
In these they were to rinse off what was used for 
the burnt offering, and the sea was for the 
priests to wash in. 
 
7 And he made ten golden lampstands as 
prescribed, and set them in the temple, five on 
the south side and five on the north. 8 He also 
made ten tables and placed them in the temple, 
five on the south side and five on the north. And 
he made a hundred basins of gold. 9 He made 
the court of the priests and the great court and 
doors for the court and overlaid their doors with 
bronze.  
 
10 And he set the sea at the southeast corner of 
the house. 



and the other was the useable amount.  Another possibility is that the consonants of the Hebrew 
words for “thousands” and “two thousand” are identical, so perhaps 1 Kings 7:26 was intended to 
present only the general quantity of “thousands” of baths and 2 Chron. 4:5 was being more 
specific.  A third possibility is that an early copyist made an error for one of these numbers that was 
continued for later generations of readers. 
****************************** 
 
July 2 F Reading 131 — 1 Kings 7:40–51; 2 Chron. 4:11-22; 5:1 — Temple ornaments 

 
 

1 Kings 7 
40 Hiram also made the pots, the shovels, and the 
basins. So Hiram finished all the work that he did 
for King Solomon on the house of the LORD: 
41 the two pillars, the two bowls of the capitals that 
were on the tops of the pillars, and the two 
latticeworks to cover the two bowls of the capitals 
that were on the tops of the pillars; 42 and the four 
hundred pomegranates for the two latticeworks, 
two rows of pomegranates for each latticework, to 
cover the two bowls of the capitals that were on 
the pillars;  
43 the ten stands, and the ten basins on the 
stands; 44 and the one sea, and the twelve oxen 
underneath the sea. 
 
45 Now the pots, the shovels, and the basins, all 
these vessels in the house of the LORD, which 
Hiram made for King Solomon, were of burnished 
bronze. 46 In the plain of the Jordan the king cast 
them, in the clay ground between Succoth and 
Zarethan.  
47 And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, 
because there were so many of them; the weight 
of the bronze was not ascertained. 

2 Chronicles 4 
11 Hiram also made the pots, the shovels, 
and the basins. So Hiram finished the work 
that he did for King Solomon on the house 
of God: 12 the two pillars, the bowls, and the 
two capitals on the top of the pillars; and the 
two latticeworks to cover the two bowls of 
the capitals that were on the top of the 
pillars; 13 and the 400 pomegranates for the 
two latticeworks, two rows of pomegranates 
for each latticework, to cover the two bowls 
of the capitals that were on the pillars.  
14 He made the stands also, and the basins 
on the stands, 15 and the one sea, and the 
twelve oxen underneath it. 
  
16 The pots, the shovels, the forks, and all 
the equipment for these Huram-abi made of 
burnished bronze for King Solomon for the 
house of the LORD. 17 In the plain of the 
Jordan the king cast them, in the clay 
ground between Succoth and Zeredah.[fn] 
18 Solomon made all these things in great 
quantities, for the weight of the bronze was 
not sought. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(4:17) Spelled Zarethan in 1 Kings 7:46 



 

 
Graduated Holiness — A clear distinction is made between what Hiram was responsible for 
making and what Solomon supervised.  It was a difference involving holiness—proximity to God.  
Hiram, the partly-Jewish man from Tyre supervised the making of all the less-expensive bronze 
work for use outside the temple building.  Inside the building where God’s presence was 
represented, however, King Solomon took the responsibility for making all the more valuable gold 
items for use in service to Yahweh.  It is important to God that people recognize holiness; He set 
up this whole temple system of approaching Him through worship.  The Most Holy Place was the 
reserved, ultimate location that represented God.  Is holiness less important to God today?  Hardly.  
We are to “cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to 
completion in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1) because, “God has not called us for impurity, but in 
holiness” (1 Thess. 4:7).  The writer of Hebrews referred to the OT’s “earthly place of holiness” 
(Heb. 9:1) and then reminded the NT believers to “strive … for the holiness without which no one 
will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).  The focus on holiness has shifted, even graduated, from a 
geographical place to a personal life.  We Christians are holy because the Spirit of God dwells 
inside us and how we conduct our lives reflects that internal holiness. 
****************************** 
 
July 3 Sa (Optional) — John 4:7-15 — Water of life 
 
We have read about how the Levites used the ten basins of water for washing the parts of animals 
that were to be presented as a burnt offering to God.  The priests used “the sea” to ceremonially 
wash themselves with water.  We will read today about a very different kind of water that Jesus 
offered to a Samaritan woman. 

1 Kings 7 (cont.) 
48 So Solomon made all the vessels that were in 
the house of the LORD: the golden altar, the 
golden table for the bread of the Presence,  
49 the lampstands of pure gold, five on the south 
side and five on the north, before the inner 
sanctuary; the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, 
of gold; 50 the cups, snuffers, basins, dishes for 
incense, and fire pans, of pure gold; and the 
sockets of gold, for the doors of the innermost 
part of the house, the Most Holy Place, and for 
the doors of the nave of the temple. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
51 Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the 
house of the LORD was finished. And Solomon 
brought in the things that David his father had 
dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, 
and stored them in the treasuries of the house of 
the LORD. 

2 Chronicles 4 (cont.) 
19 So Solomon made all the vessels that 
were in the house of God: the golden altar, 
the tables for the bread of the Presence, 
20 the lampstands and their lamps of pure 
gold to burn before the inner sanctuary, as 
prescribed; 21 the flowers, the lamps, and 
the tongs, of purest gold; 22 the snuffers, 
basins, dishes for incense, and fire pans, of 
pure gold, and the sockets[fn] of the temple, 
for the inner doors to the Most Holy Place 
and for the doors of the nave of the temple 
were of gold. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(4:22) Compare 1 Kings 7:50; Hebrew the entrance 
of the house 

2 Chronicles 5 
1 Thus all the work that Solomon did for the 
house of the LORD was finished. And 
Solomon brought in the things that David his 
father had dedicated, and stored the silver, 
the gold, and all the vessels in the treasuries 
of the house of God. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/1ki/7/50/


 
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up 
to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or 
have to come here to draw water.” 
 
Just like the priests and Levites had to perform their washing tasks day after day, this woman had 
to walk to the well to get water for herself every day.  How was the water Jesus offered different 
than what the woman drew?  He called it “living water” (v. 10).  What does that imply about what it 
does to one who drinks it?  Why will those who drink “living water … never be thirsty again”? (v. 
14).  Does one only have to drink it once?  If so, then why did Jesus say that “living water … will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life”?  That sounds more like a continuing 
and growing process.  It seems that Jesus suggested that “living water” is both thoroughly 
satisfying and endlessly supplied.  In a sense, we are drinking of this water of life every day as we 
read and meditate on God’s Word.  As Peter said in a similar way, “Like newborn infants, long for 
the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).  
 


