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June 19 Su Reading 170 — Psalm 119:153-176 — God of Mercy 
 
Resh 
153 Look on my affliction and deliver me, 

for I do not forget your law. 
154 Plead my cause and redeem me; 

give me life according to your promise! 
155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 

for they do not seek your statutes. 
156 Great is your mercy, O LORD; 

give me life according to your rules. 
157 Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, 

but I do not swerve from your testimonies. 
158 I look at the faithless with disgust, 

because they do not keep your commands. 
159 Consider how I love your precepts! 

Give me life according to your steadfast love. 
160 The sum of your word is truth, 

and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. 
  
Sin and Shin 
161 Princes persecute me without cause, 

but my heart stands in awe of your words. 
162 I rejoice at your word 

like one who finds great spoil. 
163 I hate and abhor falsehood, 

but I love your law. 
164 Seven times a day I praise you 

for your righteous rules. 
165 Great peace have those who love your law; 

nothing can make them stumble. 
166 I hope for your salvation, O LORD, 

and I do your commandments. 
167 My soul keeps your testimonies; 

I love them exceedingly. 
168 I keep your precepts and testimonies, 

for all my ways are before you. 
  
Taw 
169 Let my cry come before you, O LORD; 

give me understanding according to your word! 
170 Let my plea come before you; 

deliver me according to your word. 
171 My lips will pour forth praise, 

for you teach me your statutes. 
172 My tongue will sing of your word, 

for all your commandments are right. 
173 Let your hand be ready to help me, 

for I have chosen your precepts. 
174 I long for your salvation, O LORD, 



and your law is my delight. 
175 Let my soul live and praise you, 

and let your rules help me. 
176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant, 

for I do not forget your commandments. 
 
Reaching Out in Mercy — One verse stood out to me as I read this passage: “Salvation is far from 
the wicked, for they do not seek your statutes” (v. 155).  Salvation is forfeited by those who refuse to 
place their attention on God’s Word.  I have two friends who like to think they are Christians, but they 
avoid reading the Bible, apparently having no interest in its message.  It is through God’s Word that 
we are exposed to and understand its message, and it is through that message that people find 
salvation and are strengthened in it.  The next verse connects this potential salvation to the attribute 
of God’s mercy: “Great is your mercy, O LORD; give me life according to your rules” (v. 156).  God 
uses His Word to reach out in mercy to those who need salvation.  Notice that “life” is the benefit 
resulting from God’s mercy.  You are benefiting from spending time in God’s Word every day whether 
you realize it or not.  The psalmist realized it and expressed it in many ways: “I do not forget your law” 
(v. 153); “…how I love your precepts!” (v. 159); “…my heart stands in awe of your words” (v. 161); “I 
rejoice at your word like one who finds great spoil” (v. 162); “…your law is my delight” (v. 174).  Let us 
also rejoice in this merciful God of the Bible! 
 

How Gracious are Thy Mercies Lord - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
June 20 M Reading 171 — Proverbs 2:1-15 — The Knowledge of God 
 
1    My son, if you receive my words 

and treasure up my commandments with you, 
2    making your ear attentive to wisdom 

and inclining your heart to understanding; 
3    yes, if you call out for insight 

and raise your voice for understanding, 
4    if you seek it like silver 

and search for it as for hidden treasures, 
5    then you will understand the fear of the LORD 

and find the knowledge of God. 
6    For the LORD gives wisdom; 

from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
7    he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 

he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 
8    guarding the paths of justice 

and watching over the way of his saints. 

How gracious are Thy mercies, Lord, 
    They hallow all my days; 
Thy gifts of tenderness and love 
    Inspire my heart to praise. 
The growing miracle of faith 
    Assures me I am Thine. 
Oh, praise Thy name that I can share 
    This fellowship divine! 
 

— Sybil Armes (1964) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LALimlNatqk


9    Then you will understand righteousness and justice 
and equity, every good path; 

10    for wisdom will come into your heart, 
and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 

11    discretion will watch over you, 
understanding will guard you, 

12    delivering you from the way of evil, 
from men of perverted speech, 

13    who forsake the paths of uprightness 
to walk in the ways of darkness, 

14    who rejoice in doing evil 
and delight in the perverseness of evil, 

15    men whose paths are crooked, 
and who are devious in their ways. 

 
If … then — Three times in this passage, “if” is offered as a condition, and twice “then” follows as a 
consequence.  A father challenges his son: “…if you receive my words and treasure up my 
commandments…” (v. 1).  That is the step of listening willingly.  Most of us do this as we read God’s 
Word every day.  The second step is that of asking expectantly: “…if you call out for insight and raise 
your voice for understanding…” (v. 3).  What was heard in the first step was appreciated, and more is 
requested.  In this second step, we are no longer satisfied with just reading God’s Word when we 
have time, and then catching up at the end of the month when we have to report; instead, we are 
looking forward to spending time with God each day.  The third step is searching hungrily: “…if you 
seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures…” v. 4).  This is the step experienced by 
those who ask questions as they read and search for answers in a concordance or websites like 
www.biblehub.com (“Comments” section).  The progression involved in these steps moves from taste 
to desire, and from desire to pursuit.  After those conditions are met, the two “then” consequences 
follow from God: “…then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God” (v. 
5).  You are discovering that the depth of God’s Word is unfathomable—limitless.  The second 
consequence begins the same way: “…then you will understand righteousness and justice and 
equity, every good path” (v. 9).  These are the attributes and ways of God.  Our search has resulted 
in knowing God better. 
 

Seek Ye First The Kingdom of God - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
    And His righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
    Hallelu, Hallelujah! 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you; 
    Seek, and you shall find. 
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 
    Hallelu, Hallelujah! 
Man shall not live by bread alone, 
    But by every word 
That proceeds out from the mouth of God. 
    Hallelu, Hallelujah! 
 

— Karen Lafferty (1972) 

http://www.biblehub.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7spyhVBrA4


June 21 Tu Reading 172 — Proverbs 3:1-12 — God’s Guidance 
 
1    My son, do not forget my teaching, 

but let your heart keep my commandments, 
2    for length of days and years of life 

and peace they will add to you. 
  
3    Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; 

bind them around your neck; 
write them on the tablet of your heart. 

4    So you will find favor and good success[fn] 
in the sight of God and man. 

  
5    Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

and do not lean on your own understanding. 
6    In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths. 
7    Be not wise in your own eyes; 

fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 
8    It will be healing to your flesh[fn] 

and refreshment[fn] to your bones. 
  
9    Honor the LORD with your wealth 

and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 
10   then your barns will be filled with plenty, 

and your vats will be bursting with wine. 
  
11   My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline 

or be weary of his reproof, 
12   for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, 

as a father the son in whom he delights. 
  
ESV Footnotes 
(3:4) Or repute 
(3:8) Hebrew navel 
(3:8) Or medicine 

 
Responding With Guidance — There are three clear actions of God in this passage, and each one 
is in response to what His people do.  First, “he will make straight your paths” (v. 6).  God points us in 
the right direction to fulfill His purpose for us and to bring us joy and fulfilment.  He does that in 
response to our wholehearted trust in Him (v. 5) and our acknowledgement of Him in all our ways (v. 
6).  He guides us because we trust in Him.  God’s second blessing comes in response to our giving 
back to Him: “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce” (v. 9).    
When we put God first in our finances, He responds with His blessing: “your barns will be filled … 
your vats will be bursting” (v. 10).  Although God’s third response is negative, it is still used to guide 
us: “…the LORD reproves him whom he loves” (v. 12).  We are not to “despise … or be weary” (v. 11) 
of His discipline because it is done in love for our own good.  Through trust and correction, He guides 
us. 
 
 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SN_xKwxVktQ


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
June 22 W Reading 173 — Proverbs 6:16-19 — What God Hates 
 
16   There are six things that the LORD hates, 

seven that are an abomination to him: 
17   haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 

and hands that shed innocent blood, 
18   a heart that devises wicked plans, 

feet that make haste to run to evil, 
19   a false witness who breathes out lies, 

and one who sows discord among brothers. 
  
Tempting Sins — The “six … seven” expression is a literary device that is also used three times in 
Prov. 30.  Here, it emphasizes things that God hates, and all of them are actions of people, involving 
their eyes, tongue, hands, heart, feet, and breath.  The first sin listed that God hates is pride, 
“haughty eyes” that look down on other people.  It is somewhat related to the last sin: “one who sows 
discord among brothers.”  The first one looks down on people and the last one sets them against 
each other.  God hates disharmony in relationships.   A common way to sow discord is through 
gossip, i.e., publicly expressing something negative about another person that makes them look bad.  
It doesn’t have to be a lie, by the way, which is the second listed sin (“a lying tongue”).  This also 
forms a pair with the sixth sin of being “a false witness.”  The “lying tongue” perhaps refers to the 
common distortion of truth, whereas “false witness” refers to lies being told under oath in a courtroom 
setting.  The first two are probably the closest to our temptations as Christians.  We know that pride 
and lying are wrong, but we fall into their traps all too often.  Pride can mostly involve our attitude, 
while lying is expressed in verbal action.  The middle three sins are likely further from our experience, 
that of shedding “innocent blood,” devising “wicked plans,” and making “haste to run to evil.”  The two 
sins on each side, however, are equally hated by God.  Say this often today as a personally 
reminding mantra: “God hates pride, lying, and discord.” 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
June 23 Th Reading 174 — Proverbs 9:7-12 — The Fear of Yahweh 
 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
    Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
    Hold me with your powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
    Feed me till I want no more, 
    Feed me till I want no more. 
 

— William Williams (1745) 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
    on which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
    and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

— Isaac Watts (1707) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fBO383f2oo


7    Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, 
and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 

8    Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; 
reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 

9    Give instruction[fn] to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 
teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 

10    The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 

11    For by me your days will be multiplied, 
and years will be added to your life. 

12    If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; 
if you scoff, you alone will bear it. 

   
ESV Footnote 
(9:9) Hebrew lacks instruction 

 
What is Fear? — The expression, “the fear of the LORD,” is used 27 times in the Bible, but it doesn’t 
always have the same meaning.  In one sense, it can refer to being afraid.  An example of that 
happened during the reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah: “And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the 
kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, and they made no war against Jehoshaphat” (2 
Chron. 17:10).  This is a don’t-mess-with-Yahweh kind of fear.  A somewhat related “fear of the 
LORD” was expressed by Jehoshaphat when he instructed the judges of the land to make decisions 
with impartiality and integrity: “Now then, let the fear of the LORD be upon you.  Be careful what you 
do, for there is no injustice with the LORD our God, or partiality or taking bribes” (2 Chron. 19:7).  
That is a Yahweh-is-watching-you kind of fear, still involving a sense of being afraid.  There is also a 
“fear of the LORD” that serves as a moral motivation, as we will see next week in Prov. 16:6: “…by 
the fear of the LORD one turns away from evil.”  This includes a dread-of-discipline kind of fear.  The 
most common meaning of this phrase in the Bible, however, is a fear that respects—an awesome 
respect.  It is the feeling of standing alone before your Creator, the One who made you and saved 
you.  Going along with this feeling of awesome respect is extreme gratitude, having a great 
appreciation for who God is and what He has done.  This is the kind of fear that is referred to in our 
reading for today: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 
One is insight” (Prov. 9:10).  This is where we start to become wise and begin to gain insight. 
 

This hymn by Isaac Watts can be sung to the tune of “Jesus, the Very Thought 
of Thee” or with the tune played at this link: That Man Is Blest - YouTube. 

That man is blest who, fearing God, 
    from sin restrains his feet, 
Who will not stand with wicked men, 
    who shuns the scorners' seat. 
 

Yea, blest is he who makes God's law 
    his portion and delight, 
And meditates upon that law 
    with gladness day and night. 
 

That man is nourished like a tree 
    set by the rivers' side; 
Its leaf is green, its fruit is sure, 
    and thus his works abide. 
 

— Isaac Watts (1707) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WszLAItfQ78
https://hymnary.org/person/Watts_Isaac


 
************************** 
 
June 24 F Reading 175 — Proverbs 10:22-29 — The Blessings of Yahweh 
 
22   The blessing of the LORD makes rich, 

and he adds no sorrow with it.[fn] 
23   Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool, 

but wisdom is pleasure to a man of understanding. 
24   What the wicked dreads will come upon him, 

but the desire of the righteous will be granted. 
25   When the tempest passes, the wicked is no more, 

but the righteous is established forever. 
26   Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, 

so is the sluggard to those who send him. 
27   The fear of the LORD prolongs life, 

but the years of the wicked will be short. 
28   The hope of the righteous brings joy, 

but the expectation of the wicked will perish. 
29   The way of the LORD is a stronghold to the blameless, 

but destruction to evildoers. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(10:22) Or and toil adds nothing to it 

 
Promised Blessings — There are three statements about God in this passage, and each of them is 
followed by a benefit for us.  The first is this: “The blessing of the LORD makes rich” (v. 22).  Paul 
expressed a very similar idea to the Philippian Christians who had been supporting his ministry 
financially: “…my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:19).  God blesses us materially.  The second statement reminds us of yesterday’s reading: 
“The fear of the LORD prolongs life” (Prov. 10:27).  This “fear” is probably a combination of being 
morally motivated and having awesome respect.  The benefit here is long life, which is not only a 
loving reward from God, but may also be a result of our respectfully taking care of the body He has 
given us.  God blesses us physically.  The final statement about God is this: “The way of the LORD is 
a stronghold to the blameless” (v. 29).  Paul wrote to the Colossian Christians about this spiritual 
benefit: “For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3).  God blesses us 
protectively.  He is our stronghold, our hiding place. 
 

You are My Hiding Place - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 

You are my hiding place. 
You always fill my heart 
With songs of deliverance; 
Whenever I am afraid, 
I will trust in You, 
I will trust in You. 
Let the weak say, 
I am strong, 
In the strength of the Lord. 
 

— Michael Ledner (1981) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sKGTzn1qT4


 
June 25 Sa Reading 176 — Proverbs 14:26-27 — The Fountain of Life 
 
26   In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence, 

and his children will have a refuge. 
27   The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, 

that one may turn away from the snares of death. 
 
Fountain of Safety — This chapter of Proverbs presents two more statements about “the fear of the 
LORD.”  The first one adds the benefit of “strong confidence” that God will be a place of refuge, not 
only for us now, but also during the lives of our children.  That is long-term security.  Verse 27 shows 
that another benefit is having access to “a fountain of life.”  That might also be seen as referring to 
longevity, but it mostly speaks about supplying a quality of life.  Twice, Jeremiah called Yahweh, “the 
fountain of living water” (Jer. 2:13; 17:13).  God is the source of both our physical life and our spiritual 
life.  There is another benefit of fearing Yahweh in our passage: “…that one may turn away from the 
snares of death” (Prov. 14:27).  That is a different kind of security, not the refuge from current danger 
(v. 26), but safety from eternal damnation after being trapped in “the snares of death.”  God is both a 
safe refuge and a life-giving Savior. 
 

Springs of Living Water - YouTube 
 
 Drinking at the springs of living water, 

    Happy now am I, my soul they satisfy; 
Drinking at the springs of living water, 
    O wonderful and bountiful supply. 
 
How sweet the living water from the hills of God, 
    It makes me glad and happy all the way; 
Now glory, grace and blessing mark the path I've trod, 
    I'm shouting Hallelujah every day. 
 

— John W. Peterson (1950) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSq5VnxK500

