
June 29 – July 3 
 

June 29 M — Reading 129 — John 7:2-10 
 
2 Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his brothers[fn] said to him, "Leave here and go to 
Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4 For no one works in secret if he 
seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world." 5 For not even his 
brothers believed in him. 6 Jesus said to them, "My time has not yet come, but your time is always 
here. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. 8 

You go up to the feast. I am not[fn] going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come." 9 After 
saying this, he remained in Galilee. 10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also 
went up, not publicly but in private. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:3) Or brothers and sisters; also verses 5, 10 
(7:8) Some manuscripts add yet 

 
Show Time! — There has been a lot of confusion about this exchange between Jesus and His 
brothers.  The Feast of Booths (or Tabernacles) was one of three feasts at which all Jewish men were 
required to attend, so Jesus would be going.  Yet Jesus told His brothers that “I am not going up to 
this feast…” (v.8).  Did an indecisive Jesus change His mind and decide to go later?  Did the Father 
interrupt Jesus’ own plan and tell Him later to attend after all?  The key to this puzzling declaration 
seems to be in the stated purpose Jesus’ brothers had for His attendance in Jerusalem.  They were 
convinced that His “works” were supernatural but they were not yet convinced that He was the 
promised Messiah.  They were thinking that if you are the Messiah, then “show yourself to the world” 
(v.4), i.e., to announce it.  But Jesus responded that “My time has not yet come” (v.6), referring to the 
time of His open demonstration that He was the Messiah, which would not take place until six months 
later at the Triumphal Entry.  It was not at “this feast” (v.8) that He would go openly as the Messiah 
but at the later Passover Feast when His “time” would be “fully come” (v.8). 
 
Meditation: Jesus said to His brothers, “The world cannot hate you, but it hates me…” (v.7).  Does 
the world hate you?  If it did, how would it likely be demonstrated?  In some parts of the world today, 
many believers are being beaten and killed just because they are Christians.  Is that only because of 
differences in cultures?  Actually, Jesus gave the reason why the world hated Him and it is the same 
reason why Christians are hated today: “…because I testify about it that its works are evil” (v.7).  The 
contrast between righteousness and evil is the cause of the hatred and it boils to the surface when 
the world is told that what they are doing is evil.  One reason why many Christians today are not 
being hated is that they try to blend in with the world.  They intentionally try not to live in contrast to 
the ways the world lives.  We Christians are relatively silent about widespread evils like abortion, 
adultery, and addictions.  In that, we are not being like Jesus. 
**************************** 
 
June 30 Tu — Reading 130 — Luke 9:51-56 
 
51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent 
messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations 
for him. 53 But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And 
when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down 
from heaven and consume them?” [fn] 55 But he turned and rebuked them. [fn] 56 And they went on to 
another village. 
 
ESV Footnotes 



(9:54) Some manuscripts add as Elijah did 
(9:55) Some manuscripts add and he said, “You do not know what manner of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man came 
not to destroy people’s lives but to save them” 

 
Facing Jerusalem — Twice so far, Jesus had clearly told His disciples that He would suffer and die 
in Jerusalem (Luke 9:22, 44) but in this passage, the actual journey for that purpose began.  He had 
been ministering primarily in Galilee for over two years but the focus shifted here to Judea and its 
center of Jerusalem.  It was nearing the time when He would be “taken up,” referring to the Ascension 
after His resurrection, so “he set his face to go to Jerusalem.”  From this point on, the opposition 
toward Jesus would increase greatly, which is demonstrated here in this Samaritan village.  The 
people rejected receiving Him and the disciples into their inns and houses.  The only reason given 
was that He was going to Jerusalem. It was rejection; it was opposition.  What “Jerusalem” are you 
facing today?  I remember the trauma of transitioning from the sixth to the seventh grade at a new 
school where I didn’t get to stay in the same room for the whole day.  Maybe the uncomfortable future 
you are facing is starting college, moving to a different state or province, starting a new job, or leading 
one of your church’s small groups.  Set your face to it!  Resolve to get through it!  Stick with it to the 
end!  There is light on the other side of that uncertain darkness.  Remember that, for Jesus, it was “for 
the joy set before him” that he endured the cross (Heb. 12:2). 
 
Meditation: Why did Jesus call James and John the “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17)?  Their father 
was Zebedee, not Thunder!  We see likely evidence here as to the reason for Jesus’ special name for 
them—they were very zealous and outspoken.  A few days ago, we read that John was one of them 
who tried to stop an “outsider” from casting out demons in Jesus’ name (Luke 9:49).  Perhaps this 
frank attitude is why James became the first martyr of the Twelve after the Resurrection.  Ha!  Here, 
they wanted to call fire down from heaven to punish these undeserving, resistant Samaritans but 
Jesus rebuked them for their ungodly attitude.  James and John were not yet born again with the Holy 
Spirit living within them, so we have an advantage over them.  Yet we sometimes show the same 
retaliating vengeance against people who reject us or in some other way insult us.  When that 
happens, we need to be rebuked as well.  We are to be known as Sons of the Kingdom rather than 
Sons of Thunder.  John changed as he matured and later became known as the “disciple of love,” as 
his three letters show. 
**************************** 



July 1 W — Reading 131 — Matt. 8:19-22; Luke 9:57-62 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow, but … — Luke presents all three encounters with potential followers of Christ.  Each one of 
them presents problems involved in being a full follower of Jesus.  The first one was a volunteer: “I 
will follow you wherever you go” (Luke 9:57).  Matthew tells us that he was a scribe, a teacher of the 
Law, but he addressed Jesus as his superior, “Teacher.”  He was an exception to the majority of 
scribes who criticized, resisted, and rejected Jesus.  The response he received from Jesus, however, 
was basically, “Wait a minute.  Are you ready?  Do you want to be homeless like Me?  Okay, follow 
Me but count the cost.”  Being homeless is a drastic and undesirable condition.  Still willing?  In this 
first encounter, it was “Follow, but consider…”  The second man was already a disciple (Matt. 8:21) 
but Jesus challenged him with the command, “Follow me.”  In this case, the man’s “but” was family.  
His father was apparently old or near death.  Jesus’ response sounds insensitive but He was 
emphasizing that even family is not as important as following Him wholeheartedly.  For this man, 
Jesus said that it was more important for him to “go and proclaim the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:60).  
Following Jesus involves recognizing and shifting priorities.  The third man also had a following 
problem that involved his family.  He wanted to say goodbye.  Jesus’ response, however, showed that 
this man was not interested in a brief family farewell but would have a hard time letting them be in 
second place.  In Jesus’ farming illustration (“No one who puts his hand to the plow…”), the verb for 
“puts” is in a Greek tense indicating a single action, which corresponds to commitment.  But the verb 
tense for the farmer who “looks back” indicates a continuing action—always looking over his 
shoulder.  That is divided commitment.  Paul said, “But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14).  Do you see yourself in any of these examples?  Is something holding 
you back from being fully committed to following Jesus?  Are there costs you haven’t been willing to 
pay?  …discomforts you are not willing to endure?  …family that draws you away from complete 
obedience? 
**************************** 
 

Matthew 8 
 
19 And a scribe came up and 
said to him, “Teacher, I will 
follow you wherever you go.” 
20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes 
have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head.”  
21 Another of the disciples  
 
said to him, “Lord, let me first go 
and bury my father.”  
22 And Jesus said to him,  
“Follow me,  
and leave the dead to bury their 
own dead.” 

Luke 9 
57 As they were going along the road,  
someone said to him,  
“I will follow you wherever you go.”  
 
58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests,  
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
 
59 To another  
he said, “Follow me.”  
But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”  
 
60 And Jesus[fn] said to him,  
 
“Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will 
follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:60) Greek he 



July 2 Th — Reading 132 — John 7:11-31 
 
11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, "Where is he?" 12 And there was much 
muttering about him among the people. While some said, "He is a good man," others said, "No, he is 
leading the people astray." 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him.  
 
14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15 The Jews 
therefore marveled, saying, "How is it that this man has learning, [fn] when he has never studied?" 16 

So Jesus answered them, "My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If anyone's will is to do 
God's[fn] will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own 
authority. 18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the 
glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 19 Has not Moses given you the 
law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill me?" 20 The crowd answered, "You have 
a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?" 21 Jesus answered them, "I did one work, and you all marvel at 
it. 22 Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise 
a man on the Sabbath. 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses 
may not be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man's whole body well? 
24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment."  
 
25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, "Is not this the man whom they seek to kill? 26 And 
here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know 
that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no 
one will know where he comes from." 28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, "You know 
me, and you know where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is 
true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me." 30 So they were 
seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many 
of the people believed in him. They said, "When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this 
man has done?"  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:15) Or this man knows his letters 
(7:17) Greek his 

 
Mass Confusion — Jesus presented a very solid position in the midst of the confusing ideas of the 
crowd that saw Him teaching in the temple.  He had caused a stir among those who had seen Him 
heal and teach on previous visits to Jerusalem.  Rumors of His healing and teaching ministry in 
Galilee had certainly reached their ears as well.  They were first confused regarding His arrival—
would He come? (v.11).  Then, they were confused about the quality of His character—was He a 
“good man” or was He “leading the people astray”? (v.12).  They were also confused about His 
education—how did He get his “learning … when he has never studied?” (v.15).  The crowd was 
confused about whether the Jewish authorities were seeking to kill Him or not (v.25).  There was also 
confusion about where the Messiah was to come from (v.27).  In contrast to this confusion, Jesus was 
certain.  He knew the source of His teaching; it was “his who sent me” (v.16).  He knew that He was 
not seeking His own glory but that of the Father (v.18).  He knew who wanted to kill him (v.19).  He 
knew when “his hour” would come in the perfect timing of the Father (v.30).  Hopefully, we also 
present a picture of calm, understanding stability when the crowd around us are struggling with 
questions or circumstances.  When the world was paralyzed with fear during the COVID-19 
pandemic, many Christians reflected the peace they had because of their knowledge of and 
relationship with Christ. 
 
Meditation: Take some time to evaluate your attitudes as you reflect on this statement of Jesus: “The 
one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him 



who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood” (v.18).  What is the authority behind the things 
you believe and say?  Are you depending primarily on your own knowledge or reasoning ability?  Are 
you aware of what the Scriptures say about the subjects you discuss?  Are you reflecting the thinking 
of the world in contrast to what the Bible teaches?  Is the impression you make on others more 
important to you than pointing them to God?  Are you seeking your own glory or His? 
**************************** 
 
July 3 F — Reading 133 — John 7:32-52 
 
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and 
Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, "I will be with you a little longer, and then I 
am going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot 
come." 35 The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? 
Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What does he 
mean by saying, 'You will seek me and you will not find me,' and, 'Where I am you cannot come'?"  
 
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him 
come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as[fn] the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.'" 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were 
to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
 
40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This really is the Prophet." 41 Others said, 
"This is the Christ." But some said, "Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said 
that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where 
David was?" 43 So there was a division among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest 
him, but no one laid hands on him.  
 
45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not bring 
him?" 46 The officers answered, "No one ever spoke like this man!" 47 The Pharisees answered them, 
"Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But 
this crowd that does not know the law is accursed." 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and 
who was one of them, said to them, 51 "Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing 
and learning what he does?" 52 They replied, "Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no 
prophet arises from Galilee."   
 
ESV Footnote 
(7:38) Or let him come to me, and let him who believes in me drink. As 

 
“No one ever…!” — I am impressed by the Levite temple police sent to arrest Jesus in order to 
stand before the governing Sanhedrin.  The officers were more spiritually sensitive than the 
authorities who sent them.  They were under orders but they apparently wanted to please God even 
more.  They didn’t barge through the crowd to capture this teacher but they stopped to listen and 
were captured by Him.  After some time, they returned to the chief priests and Pharisees.  Why empty 
handed?  Because “No one ever spoke like this man!” (v.46).  They were so right.  Jesus was both 
God and man.  He was the most perfect teacher possible.  They had listened without closed-ears 
prejudice against the truth.  That is the way we ought to approach the Bible.  It is God’s Word—really!  
No one ever wrote like this before or after.  We should not come to it to find answers to questions 
someone has asked.  Rather, we should stop to listen to its truth, to let it sink into our minds and 
hearts, and to let it change us gradually into the likeness of Christ. 
 


