
 
June 22 M — Reading 124 — Matt. 17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:43b-45 
 
Matthew 17 
 
 
 
22 As they were gathering[fn] in 
Galilee,  
 
 
 
Jesus said to them,  
 
 
"The Son of Man is about to 
be delivered into the hands of 
men,  
23 and they will kill him,  
 
and he will be raised on the 
third day."  
 
 
 
 
And they were greatly 
distressed.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(17:22) Some manuscripts remained 

 
Intentionally Hidden — Sometimes God intentionally hides things from us—not to be mean but to 
accomplish His good purpose.  The first example of this in today’s reading was that Jesus “did not 
want anyone to know” (Mark 9:30) where He was.  Here, the purpose is provided: “…for he was 
teaching his disciples” (v.31).  Jesus needed to repeat the important message of His impending death 
that He had stated earlier, following Peter’s declaration that He was the Christ (Matt. 16:21).  Jesus 
was hiding from the crowds in order to teach the Twelve privately.  That message of His coming 
death was not received well.  Both Mark and Luke show that “they did not understand” the saying but 
Luke reveals that something was being intentionally hidden from them: “…it was concealed from 
them, so that they might not perceive it” (Luke 9:45).  Why would Jesus intentionally hide from the 
crowd in order to tell His disciples something that they were prevented from grasping completely?  
The text doesn’t give us the answer.  Was it because of the natural reaction the disciples might have, 
wanting to try to prevent it?  Earlier, Peter had reacted and emphatically declared, “This shall never 
happen to you” (Matt. 16:22).  Jesus’ response to that outburst suggests a reason for the intentional 
concealment: “Get behind me, Satan!  You are a hindrance to me” (v.23).  He was hindering God’s 
purpose.  The disciples’ response to a full understanding might attempt to thwart God’s plan of 
providing atonement for the sins of the world through the death of the Pascal Lamb.  We don’t need 
to know everything, either.  We seek to understand what God has revealed to us in His Word but 
what we cannot grasp should not hinder our trust and obedience.  Let’s not hinder His plan. 
*********************** 
 

Mark 9 
 
 
 
30 They went on from there and 
passed through Galilee.  
And he did not want anyone to 
know, 31 for he was teaching 
his disciples,  
saying to them,  
 
 
“The Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of 
men,  
and they will kill him.  
And when he is killed,  
after three days he will rise.”  
 
32 But they did not understand 
the saying,  
 
 
and were afraid to ask him. 

Luke 9 
43b But while they were all 
marveling at everything he was 
doing,  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus[fn] said to his disciples, 
44 “Let these words sink into 
your ears:  
The Son of Man is about to be 
delivered into the hands of 
men.”  
 
 
 
 
45 But they did not understand 
this saying, and it was 
concealed from them, so that 
they might not perceive it.  
And they were afraid to ask him 
about this saying. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:43) Greek he 



June 23 Tu — Reading 125 — Matt. 17:24-27; Mark 9:33a 
 
Matthew 17 
24 When they came to Capernaum,  
the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up to Peter and 
said, "Does your teacher not pay the tax?" 25 He said, "Yes." 
And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, 
saying, "What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the 
earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?" 26 And 
when he said, "From others," Jesus said to him, "Then the sons 
are free. 27 However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea 
and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when 
you open its mouth you will find a shekel.[fn] Take that and give it 
to them for me and for yourself." 
 
ESV Footnote 
(17:27) Greek stater, a silver coin worth four drachmas or approximately one 
shekel 

 
Avoiding Offense — The temple tax began in Moses’ time as a way to support the service in the tent 
of meeting (Ex. 30:16).  It was to be collected at the time of an occasional census to avoid a plague, 
each person paying a half-shekel as “a ransom for his life” (v.12).  By Jesus’ time, it had become an 
annual census and was closer to being a secular tax (“kings of the earth”—Matt. 17:25).  There were 
two miraculous events in this story, the obvious one being the coin-bearing fish to supply the money 
for the tax.  That was miraculous not only in that the coin would be in the fish’s mouth but also that 
Jesus knew about it in advance and directed Peter to it.  One would think that the fish would be 
unable to eat the bait on a hook with a coin stuck in its mouth, yet it went for the bait—another 
miraculous element.  Another subtle miracle in this story is that Jesus asked Peter the tax-liability 
question even before He was told about the encounter with the tax collectors: “And when [Peter] 
came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first…” (v.25).  Jesus showed His omniscience, knowing 
everything—things that had happened earlier (tax collectors) and things that would happen later (the 
fish).  Was Jesus’ omniscience growing or did He always have it?  We should remember that even at 
the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus miraculously “saw” Nathanael when he was under the fig 
tree (John 1:48). 
 
The main point of this temple-tax story seems to be that of avoiding offense.  Jesus had explained to 
Peter that although they could both be considered exempt from paying the tax, they should pay it “not 
to give offense to them” (v.27).  Sometimes we should sacrificially “pay” in order to keep the peace.  
Even if we deserve something, sometimes we should not claim it.  A great place to practice this 
principle is in our family, where maintaining peace should be a high priority.  Keeping the peace is 
often more important than being right.  It takes both humility and sacrifice to do that. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about some things that might seem to be unjust in this story.  First, is the idea 
of exemption.  Only those who are exempt like that idea!  Why should the king’s sons be exempt from 
secular taxes?  Why should priests be exempt from temple taxes?  Should pastors be exempt from 
tithes and offerings?  Also, think about Matthew.  Who paid his temple tax?  The fish-coin was only for 
Jesus and Peter.  Was Matthew offended when he wrote about this event?  Most things that seem 
unjust to us are based on our selfishness.  We need to learn to “Rejoice with those who rejoice…” 
(Rom. 12:15), even when they are exempt and we aren’t. 
*********************** 
 
 

Mark 9 
33a And they came to Capernaum. 



June 24 W — Reading 126 — Matt. 18:1-5; Mark 9:33b-37; Luke 9:46-48  
 
Matthew 18 
 
 
 
 
1 At that time the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying, 
"Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 And calling to him a child, 
he put him in the midst of 
them 3 and said,  
"Truly, I say to you, unless 
you turn and become like 
children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  
4 Whoever humbles himself 
like this child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven.  
5 "Whoever receives one 
such child in my name 
receives me… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being Great — Jesus’ disciples were still anticipating an immediate political rule of the Messiah in 
spite of His repeated announcement that He was going to die.  They didn’t understand the kind of 
spiritual kingdom Jesus was going to establish.  As specially-chosen disciples of Jesus, they were 
discussing the relative positions they might deserve in their expected physical kingdom.  They knew 
their selfish arguing was wrong, however, because they became silent when Jesus asked them about 
it (Mark 9:34).  Jesus showed them how far off they were by comparing a child’s weak, trusting 
dependency to what a leader in His kingdom should be.  God’s standards are often diametrically 
opposed to what we normally would think.  Humility does not come naturally to our sinful nature.  
Jesus said that a godly leader is one who “humbles himself” (Matt. 18:4).  We must stop bragging 

Mark 9 
 
 
 
33b And when he was in the house  
 
 
 
 
he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” 34 But they 
kept silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another about who 
was the greatest. 35 And he sat 
down and called the twelve. And he 
said to them, “If anyone would be 
first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all.” 
 
 
36 And he took a child and put him 
in the midst of them, and taking him 
in his arms, he said to them, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

37 “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me,  
 
and whoever receives me, receives 
not me but him who sent me.” 

Luke 9 
46 An argument arose among 
them as to which of them 
was the greatest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
47 But Jesus, knowing the 
reasoning of their hearts,  
took a child and put him by 
his side 48 and said to them,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Whoever receives this child 
in my name receives me, 
 
and whoever receives me 
receives him who sent me.  
For he who is least among 
you all is the one who is 
great.” 



about ourselves and striving to outdo others.  Rather than trying to climb to the top, we ought to be 
helping others up. 
*********************** 
 
June 25 Th — Reading 127 — Matt. 18:6-14; Mark 9:38-50; Luke 9:49-50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Matthew 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin,[fn] 
it would be better for him to have a 
great millstone fastened around his 
neck and to be drowned in the depth 
of the sea.  
 
7 "Woe to the world for temptations to 
sin! [fn] For it is necessary that 
temptations come, but woe to the 
one by whom the temptation comes! 
 
8 And if your hand or your foot 
causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled or lame than with 
two hands or two feet to be thrown 
into the eternal fire.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(18:6) Greek causes . . . to stumble; also 
verses 8, 9 
(18:7) Greek stumbling blocks 

Mark 9 
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we 
saw someone casting out demons in 
your name,[fn] and we tried to stop 
him, because he was not following 
us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop 
him, for no one who does a mighty 
work in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me. 
 
 
 
 40 For the one who is not against us 
is for us. 
 
41 For truly, I say to you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ will by 
no means lose his reward. 
 
42 “Whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, 
[fn] it would be better for him if a great 
millstone were hung around his neck 
and he were thrown into the sea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
43 And if your hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled than with two 
hands to go to hell, to the 
unquenchable fire. [fn] 44   

 

ESV Footnotes 
(9:38) Some manuscripts add who does not 
follow us 
(9:42) Greek to stumble; also verses 43, 45, 
47 
(9:43) Greek Gehenna; also verse 47 
(9:43) Some manuscripts add verses 44 and 
46 (which are identical with verse 48) 

 

Luke 9 
49 John answered, 
“Master, we saw 
someone casting 
out demons in 
your name, and 
we tried to stop 
him, because he 
does not follow 
with us.” 50 But 
Jesus said to him, 
“Do not stop him,  
for the one who is 
not against you is 
for you.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Seriousness of Sin — Because of our sinful nature, we tend to excuse sin in our own lives.  To 
emphasize sin’s seriousness, Jesus used hyperbole (intentional overstatement) in suggesting that it 
would be better to cut off your hand or foot or to put out an eye if using it would keep you from 
sinning.  To excuse sin by thinking that God will forgive you or that Jesus’ death has already paid its 
penalty is to ignore the seriousness of sin.  To excuse sin by not wanting to be seen as legalistic is to 
reject the standards that God has set.  Sin is serious because it is serving the devil (1 John 3:8) and 
becomes an addiction (John 8:34); it hardens the heart (Heb. 3:13); it grieves the Holy Spirit (Eph. 
4:25-30); it separates us from God (Isa. 59:2); it deadens our conscience (1 Tim. 4:2), and it 
influences others who are watching us.  This last impact is Jesus’ second emphasis here: “Woe to the 
one by whom the temptation comes!” (Matt. 18:7). 

Matthew 18 (cont.) 
 

 

 

 

9 And if your eye causes you to sin, 
tear it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life with one 
eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into the hell[fn] of fire.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 "See that you do not despise one 
of these little ones. For I tell you 
that in heaven their angels always 
see the face of my Father who is in 
heaven. [fn] 11  12 What do you think? 
If a man has a hundred sheep, and 
one of them has gone astray, does 
he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the 
one that went astray? 13 And if he 
finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14 So it is not the will of my[fn] Father 
who is in heaven that one of these 
little ones should perish.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(18:9) Greek Gehenna 
(18:10) Some manuscripts add verse 
11: For the Son of Man came to save the 
lost 
(18:14) Some manuscripts your 

 

Mark 9 (cont.) 
45 And if your foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
life lame than with two feet to be 
thrown into hell.  46   
47 And if your eye causes you to sin, 
tear it out. It is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye 
than with two eyes to be thrown into 
hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not 
die and the fire is not quenched.’ 
49 For everyone will be salted with 
fire.[fn] 50 Salt is good, but if the salt 
has lost its saltiness, how will you 
make it salty again? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:49) Some manuscripts add and every 
sacrifice will be salted with salt 

 



June 26 F — Reading 128 — Matt. 18:15-35 
 
15 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens 
to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[fn] in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."  
 
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-
seven times.  
 
23 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
his servants.[fn] 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents.[fn] 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant[fn] fell on his knees, imploring him, 
'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that 
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one 
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii,[fn] and seizing him, he began to choke him, 
saying, 'Pay what you owe.' 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.' 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to 
him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not 
you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 34 And in anger his master 
delivered him to the jailers,[fn] until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart." 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(18:18) Or shall have been bound . . . shall have been loosed 
(18:23) Greek bondservants; also verses 28, 31 
(18:24) A talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years’ wages for a laborer 
(18:26) Greek bondservant; also verses 27, 28, 29, 32, 33 
(18:28) A denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer 
(18:34) Greek torturers 

 
Godly Forgiveness — This teaching and parable from Jesus have much to say about forgiveness.  
First, it shows that the purpose of forgiveness is to restore relationships: “…if he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother” (vs. 15).  The second lesson might be called the generosity of forgiveness.  
Peter thought one would be pretty generous to forgive the same person seven times (v.21) but Jesus 
expanded that greatly by suggesting “seventy-seven” times (v.22), or even greater, as some 
translations have “seventy times seven” (KJV, NKJV, NASB, CSB, NLT).  That generosity is 
magnified even more in the parable, when the “heavenly Father” (v.35) is compared to a king (v.23) 
who forgave his servant a debt equivalent to the lifetime earnings of 5,000 laborers.  Think about all 
the sins that you have committed that were paid for by the death of Jesus—thousands.  That is God’s 
generosity.  The third lesson I see in this passage is the genuineness of forgiveness.  You are to 
forgive others “from your heart” (v.35).  We cannot tell someone that we forgive them and continue to 
hold a grudge.  Forgiveness is a heavenly virtue that was beautifully modeled for us by Jesus, when 
He prayed for those who had crucified Him: “Father, forgive them…” (Luke 23:34). 
 


