
June 15-19 
 
June 15 M — Reading 119 — Matt. 16:27-28; Mark 8:38 – 9:1; Luke 9:26-27 
 
Matthew 16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 For the Son of Man is going to 
come with his angels in the glory 
of his Father, and then he will 
repay each person according to 
what he has done.  
 
28 Truly, I say to you, there are 
some standing here who will not 
taste death until they  
 
see the Son of Man coming  
in his kingdom.” 
 
 
Which Coming? — We have another puzzling passage for today that seems to be a paradox.  The 
first of each of these verse pairs in Mark and Luke clearly describes the still-future Second Coming of 
Christ.  At that time, Christ will come “with his angels,” in “glory,” and in judgment to “repay each 
person” (Matt. 16:27).  The coming of Christ mentioned in the second verse in each pair, however, 
cannot refer to the End-Time coming of Christ because “some standing here … will not taste death 
until” they see it (v.28).  The focus of the last verse in all three Gospels also seems to be referring to 
a sooner coming of “the kingdom” of God.  It is possible that Jesus was referring to the Day of 
Pentecost when the Church was born but as we will see in our next reading, this statement of Jesus 
is immediately followed in all three Gospels by the Transfiguration of Christ a week later.  It seems 
that Jesus referred to two “comings” here, the final physical one and an imminent spiritual one.  We 
are now living in “the kingdom of God” era.  Peter, James, and John saw a glimpse of it at the 
Transfiguration, followed later by the Spirit’s coming at Pentecost and the spread of the Church.  
There is the final “coming” waiting for us in the future; we are living in one and waiting for the other. 
 
Meditation: Both Mark and Luke record Jesus’ statement about being “ashamed of me and of my 
words,” but only Mark adds, “in this adulterous and sinful generation.”  It is because of our 
surrounding sinful culture that sometimes tends to cause us to be embarrassed about Jesus and His 
demands (“me and … my words”).  What is it that embarrasses us about Jesus and His words when 
we are confronted by our majority-culture?  Is it because we don’t want to be different?  Is it because 
we want to fit in?  Is it because we don’t want to be rejected?  This is a test!  God is testing our 
relative love for Him versus the world around us.  Which one is our choice?  Do we really understand 
the relative values involved here?  Is our choice a deliberate and constant one?  When He comes 
again, we want to be decided and dedicated. 
*********************** 

Mark 
8:38 For whoever is ashamed of 
me and of my words  
in this adulterous and sinful 
generation,  
of him will the Son of Man also 
be ashamed when he comes 
 
in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:1 And he said to them, “Truly, 
I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not 
taste death until they see  
 
the kingdom of God  
after it has come with power.” 

Luke 9 
26 For whoever is ashamed 
of me and of my words,  
 
 
of him will the Son of Man 
be ashamed when he 
comes in his glory and  
the glory of the Father and 
of the holy angels.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
27 But I tell you truly, there 
are some standing here 
who will not taste death until  
they see  
 
the kingdom of God.” 



 
June 16 Tu — Reading 120 — Matt. 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36a 
 
Matthew 17 
1 And after six days Jesus 
took with him Peter and 
James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a 
high mountain by 
themselves.  
 
2 And he was transfigured 
before them,  
and his face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became 
white as light.  
 
 
3 And behold, there 
appeared to them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 And Peter said to Jesus, 
"Lord, it is good that we are 
here. If you wish, I will make 
three tents here, one for you 
and one for Moses and one 
for Elijah."  
 
 
5 He was still speaking 
when, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them,  
 
and a voice from the cloud 
said, "This is my beloved 
Son,[fn] with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him." 
 
ESV Footnote 
(17:5) Or my Son, my (or the) 
Beloved 

 

Mark 9 
2 And after six days Jesus took 
with him Peter and James and 
John, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves.  
 
 
 
And he was transfigured 
before them,  
 
3 and his clothes became 
radiant, intensely white,  
as no one[fn] on earth could 
bleach them.  
4 And there appeared to them 
Elijah with Moses, and they 
were talking with Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 And Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi,[fn] it is good that we are 
here. Let us make three tents, 
one for you and one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.”  
 
6 For he did not know what to 
say, for they were terrified. 
  
7 And a cloud overshadowed 
them,  
 
and a voice came out of the 
cloud, “This is my beloved 
Son; [fn] listen to him.”  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(9:3) Greek launderer (gnapheus) 
(9:5) Rabbi means my teacher, 
or my master 
(9:7) Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved 

Luke 9 
28 Now about eight days after 
these sayings he took with him 
Peter and John and James and 
went up on the mountain to pray.  
 
 
29 And as he was praying,  
 
 
the appearance of his face was 
altered, and his clothing became 
dazzling white.  
 
 
30 And behold, two men were 
talking with him, Moses and 
Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory 
and spoke of his departure,[fn] 

which he was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem.  
32 Now Peter and those who were 
with him were heavy with sleep, 
but when they became fully 
awake they saw his glory and the 
two men who stood with 
him. 33 And as the men were 
parting from him,  
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is 
good that we are here. Let us 
make three tents, one for you 
and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah”— 
 
not knowing what he said.  
 
34 As he was saying these things, 
a cloud came and overshadowed 
them, and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud.  
35 And a voice came out of the 
cloud, saying, “This is my Son, 
my Chosen One; [fn] listen to him!”  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(9:31) Greek exodus 
(9:35) Some manuscripts my Beloved 



 
 
 
 

Matthew 17 (cont.) 
 6 When the disciples heard 
this,  
they fell on their faces and 
were terrified. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, 
saying, "Rise, and have no 
fear."  
8 And when they lifted up 
their eyes,  
they saw no one but Jesus 
only.  
 
The Transfiguration — What was the purpose of the Transfiguration?  It was purposeful.  Jesus 
chose the three inner-core disciples and separated with them on a high mountain to witness it.  Part 
of its purpose was authentication—to solidify the answer to Jesus’ earlier question, “Who do you say 
that I am?” (Matt. 16:15).  Peter had been internally motivated by the Father to respond, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16) but here, Jesus gave these three more solid 
evidence—the Father’s voice from the midst of a miraculous cloud: “This is my beloved Son…” (Matt. 
17:5).  Those were the same words spoken out of a heavenly cloud to John the Baptist at Jesus’ 
baptism (Matt. 3:17).  Jesus’ divinity was validated by the Father at the Transfiguration.  A second 
purpose was to show Jesus’ superiority over the Law and the Prophets.  Moses represented the Law 
and Elijah represented the Prophets.  Both of those OT sections predicted the coming Messiah.  The 
voice from the cloud said, “listen to him” (Matt. 17:5), not just to Moses and Elijah and not just to the 
Law and the Prophets.  Jesus was superior to Moses and Elijah because He is God.  The third 
purpose seems to give a glimpse of the real, eternal glory of Christ.  In this event, Jesus’ face 
changed to become “like the sun” (Matt. 17:2) and His clothes became “dazzling white” (“as bright as 
a flash of lightning”—NIV).  It was a glimpse of the Second Coming of Christ, which will come “as the 
lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west” (Matt. 24:27) and He will come “on the 
clouds of heaven” (v.30).  As clear as this demonstration seemed to be, we will see in our next 
reading that there was still confusion in the minds of those three disciples. 
 
Meditation: What does the word “transfigured” mean?  The Greek word used in Matt. 17:2 and Mark 
9:2 here is used only two other times in the New Testament and both of them apply directly to us.  
The Greek word is the source of our word “metamorphosis,” defined by Merriam-Webster as a 
“change of physical form, structure, or substance especially by supernatural means.”  Do you want to 
be changed to become more like Christ?  We can and we are, as Paul reminds us, “And we all … 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 
to another” (2 Cor. 3:18).  The phrase “are being transformed” here, translates the same Greek word 
used for Jesus’ transformation on the Mount of Transfiguration.  We are changed by supernatural 
means by “beholding the glory of the Lord.”  Look at Jesus!  Meditate on Him and his words!  It will 
change you.  This change is not only a divine blessing and a privilege but in the fourth place this word 
is used, it is also a command from God: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind…” (Rom. 12:2).  We are commanded to be transformed and we do it by 
“beholding the glory of the Lord.”  Our concentration on the four Gospels will help to do that. 
*********************** 
 
 

Mark 9 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 And suddenly, looking 
around,  
they no longer saw anyone 
with them but Jesus only. 

Luke 9 (cont.) 
36a And when the voice had 
spoken,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus was found alone. 



 
 
 
June 17 W — Reading 121 — Matt. 17:9; Mark 9:9-10; Luke 9:36b 
 
Matthew 17 
9 And as they were coming 
down the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, "Tell no 
one the vision, until the Son of 
Man is raised from the dead." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tell No One — There is a huge contrast between Jesus’ command for these three disciples (“Tell no 
one about what they had seen”—Mark 9:9) and His later command (“Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations…”—Matt. 28:19).  That is why Luke said that Jesus’ first command applied only “in 
those days” (Luke 9:36b).  We are not “in those days” but in the proclamation days.  What they were 
not to proclaim coming down from the mountain, we are to “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” as the old 
African-American spiritual song declares.  What was it that these three disciples were not to tell?  It 
was “the vision” (Matt. 17:9) or “what they had seen” (Mark 9:9), which was the transformation of 
Jesus and the appearance of Moses and Elijah.  The restriction must have also included the audible 
voice from the cloud “This is my beloved Son” (Matt. 17:5)—the identification of Jesus as the divine 
Messiah.  The same restraint was given a week earlier after Peter declared, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).  At that time, Jesus “strictly charged the disciples to tell no one 
that he was the Christ” (v.20).  Even after Peter’s declaration and the voice from the cloud, Jesus 
didn’t want them to spread the idea that He was the Messiah, partly because not even the disciples 
were clear about what that meant.  They all expected an immediate political and religious take-over 
by the Messiah on earth but Jesus knew that would come much later and that He first had to die for 
the sins of the world.  He must not be hindered from that goal.  His goal for us now is to make Him 
known—that He is the Messiah. 
 
Meditation: Jesus’ command for silence was to be obeyed only “until the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead” (Mark 9:9).  Although those disciples were willing to comply, they were confused, 
“questioning what this rising from the dead might mean” (v.10).  What was it that they did not 
understand?  Jesus stated it very plainly.  Why didn’t His literal meaning fit into their understanding of 
the role of the Messiah?  What did the disciples know about “rising from the dead”?  What would the 
death of Jesus mean to them?  We understand it now because we see a much bigger picture than 
they saw.  Why didn’t Jesus explain that bigger picture to them at that time?  Would that not have 
allowed them to handle His death much better?  Some of these questions we cannot answer.  We 
also have other questions today that we cannot answer about what is happening around us and why 
we don’t yet see some of the things God has promised.  Like the disciples, we live with disturbing 
questions and must learn to trust God, who is in control of the direction of history. 
*********************** 
 
 
 
 

Mark 9 
9 And as they were coming 
down the mountain, he 
charged them to tell no one 
what they had seen, until the 
Son of Man had risen from the 
dead.  
10 So they kept the matter to 
themselves,  
 
questioning what this rising 
from the dead might mean. 

Luke 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
36b And they kept silent and told 
no one in those days anything 
of what they had seen. 



June 18 Th — Reading 122 — Matt. 17:10-13; Mark 9:11-13 
 
Matthew 17 
10 And the disciples asked him, "Then why do the 
scribes say that first Elijah must come?" 11 He 
answered, "Elijah does come, and he will restore 
all things.  
 
 
 
12 But I tell you that Elijah has already come,  
and they did not recognize him,  
but did to him whatever they pleased.  
 
So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their 
hands."  
13 Then the disciples understood that he was 
speaking to them of John the Baptist.  
 
Recognizing vs. Expecting — Peter, James, and John had just seen Elijah on the mountain, the 
prophet who had not died but was taken up into heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2:11), so they asked 
Jesus about the expectation of the Jewish scribes, who taught that Elijah must return before the 
Messiah.  That expectation was correct because Malachi had predicted it: “Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes” (Mal. 4:5).  The problem 
was not in the expectation but in the recognition of its fulfillment.  So, Jesus corrected it with His 
authoritative introduction, “But I tell you…Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him” 
(Matt. 17:12).  Since Elijah had not died, the scribes expected that he would return literally before the 
Messiah.  What they missed was that John the Baptist was the fulfillment of the prophecy and he had 
come “in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17).  They missed what God was doing because of 
their preconceived idea about how He was going to do it.  We miss a lot of that kind of thing, too.  
Like Jesus’ disciples, we have limited, sin-orientated minds and hearts.  We form ideas in our minds 
about how God ought to do things and then miss out when He does them.  We need to develop our 
vision of recognition. 
*********************** 
 
June 19 F — Reading 123 — Matt. 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37b-43a 
 
Matthew 17 

 
 
 
14 And when they came 
to the crowd,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 9 
11 And they asked him, “Why do the scribes 
say that first Elijah must come?” 12 And he 
said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore 
all things.  
And how is it written of the Son of Man that 
he should suffer many things and be treated 
with contempt?  
13 But I tell you that Elijah has come,  
 
and they did to him whatever they pleased,  
as it is written of him.” 

Mark 9 
 
 
 
14 And when they came to the disciples, 
they saw a great crowd around them,  
and scribes arguing with them.  
15 And immediately all the crowd, when 
they saw him, were greatly amazed and 
ran up to him and greeted him. 16 And he 
asked them, “What are you arguing about 
with them?”  

Luke 9 
37 On the next day, when 
they had come down from 
the mountain, 
  
a great crowd met him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Matthew 17 (cont.) 
a man came up to him 
and, kneeling before 
him,  
15 said, "Lord, have 
mercy on my son,  
 
for he has seizures and 
he suffers terribly. For 
often he falls into the 
fire, and often into the 
water.  
 
 
16 And I brought him to 
your disciples, and 
they could not heal 
him."  
17 And Jesus 
answered, "O faithless 
and twisted generation, 
how long am I to be 
with you? How long am 
I to bear with you? 
Bring him here to me." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 And Jesus rebuked 
the demon,[fn]   
 
ESV Footnotes 
(17:18) Greek it 

 
 
 
 

Mark 9 (cont.) 
17 And someone from the crowd answered 
him,  
 
“Teacher, I brought my son to you,  
 
 
for he has a spirit that makes him 
mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it 
throws him down,  
 
and he foams and grinds his teeth and 
becomes rigid.  
 
So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and 
they were not able.”  
 
 
19 And he answered them, “O faithless 
generation, how long am I to be with you?  
 
How long am I to bear with you?  
 
 
Bring him to me.”  
20 And they brought the boy to him. And 
when the spirit saw him, immediately it 
convulsed the boy, and he fell on the 
ground and rolled about, foaming at the 
mouth.  
21 And Jesus asked his father, “How long 
has this been happening to him?” And he 
said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often 
cast him into fire and into water, to destroy 
him. But if you can do anything, have 
compassion on us and help us.” 23 And 
Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things 
are possible for one who believes.” 
24 Immediately the father of the child cried 
out[fn] and said, “I believe; help my 
unbelief!”  
25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came 
running together,  
he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, 
“You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, 
come out of him and never enter him 
again.”  
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:24) Some manuscripts add with tears 

Luke 9 (cont.) 
38 And behold, a man from 
the crowd cried out,  
 
“Teacher, I beg you to 
look at my son,  
for he is my only child.  
39 And behold, a spirit 
seizes him, and he 
suddenly cries out. It 
convulses him so that he 
foams at the mouth, and 
shatters him, and will 
hardly leave him.  
40 And I begged your 
disciples to cast it out, but 
they could not.”  
 
41 Jesus answered, “O 
faithless and twisted 
generation, 
how long am I to be with 
you and bear with you?  
 
Bring your son here.”  
42 While he was coming, 
the demon threw him to 
the ground and convulsed 
him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But Jesus rebuked the 
unclean spirit  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Matthew 17 (cont.) 
 
 
and it [fn] came out of 
him, and the boy was 
healed instantly.[fn]   
 
 
 
 
 
19 Then the disciples 
came to Jesus privately 
and said, "Why could 
we not cast it out?"  
20 He said to them, 
"Because of your little 
faith. For truly, I say to 
you, if you have faith 
like a grain of mustard 
seed, you will say to 
this mountain, 'Move 
from here to there,' and 
it will move, and 
nothing will be 
impossible for you." [fn]  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(17:18) Greek the demon 
(17:18) Greek from that 
hour 
(17:20) Some manuscripts 
insert verse 21: But this kind 
never comes out except by 
prayer and fasting 

 
 “I Believe But…” — We are so much like Jesus’ disciples and the father of the demon-possessed 
son—we also lack faith.  We often excuse it, however, or dismiss it as not that important, but Paul 
said, “The righteous shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17; cf. Hab. 2:4).  It should be our trademark.  The 
nine left-behind disciples could not cast out the demon because they lacked faith and Jesus rebuked 
not only those disciples but the whole “faithless generation” (Mark 9:19).  Although they had cast out 
demons on their earlier two-by-two mission (Matt. 10:8), they were not able to do it here.  So, what 
did they do instead?  They argued with the scribes (Mark 9:14, 16).  Were they making excuses as to 
why they could not heal the boy?  The father of the boy revealed his faith problem.  When he asked 
Jesus for help, his faith was mixed with doubt: “But if you can do anything…” (v.22).  The disciples 
had failed; would Jesus fail, too?  After Jesus assured him, “All things are possible for one who 
believes” (v.23), the father became openly honest about his faith: “I believe; help my unbelief” (v.24).  
I can really identify with that.  I do believe but I know it is woefully short of how I should believe.  So, 
how can we grow in our faith?  Jesus gives us a clue in His later explanation to the disciples about 
why they could not cast out the demon: “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer” (v.29).  
We need to pray more in order to get to know God better and be brought closer to His available 
power that does what, to us, is impossible. 

Luke 9 (cont.) 
 
 
and healed the boy, and 
gave him back to his 
father.  
 
43a And all were 
astonished at the majesty 
of God. 

Mark 9 (cont.) 
26 And after crying out and convulsing 
him terribly,  
it came out, and the boy was like a 
corpse, so that most of them said, “He is 
dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him up, and he arose.  
 
 
 
 
28 And when he had entered the house, 
his disciples asked him privately, “Why 
could we not cast it out?”  
 
29 And he said to them,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“This kind cannot be driven out by 
anything but prayer.” [fn] 
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:29) Some manuscripts add and fasting 


