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June 8 M — Reading 114 — Matt. 16:1-4; Mark 8:11-12 
 
Matthew 16 
1 And the Pharisees and Sadducees came,  
and to test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven.  
 
 
 
 
2 He answered them,[fn] “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy 
today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to 
interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the 
signs of the times.  
4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign 
will be given to it  
 
 
except the sign of Jonah.”  
So he left them and departed. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(16:2) Some manuscripts omit the following words to the end of verse 3. 

 
Signs and Sighs — The Pharisees and Sadducees were enemies of Jesus and came only to test 
Him, asking for “a sign from heaven.”  They didn’t think Jesus was the Messiah because He didn’t fit 
the picture of their expectation.  They believed that when the Messiah came, He would take over 
politically and set up an earthly kingdom.  So, in order to publicly prove that He was bogus, they 
demanded a sign from heaven, which they didn’t think He could perform.  Joshua had provided a 
heavenly sign when the sun stood still (Joshua 10:12-13) and Elijah had provided one when he called 
down fire from heaven (1 Kings 18:36-38).  Such a heavenly sign should prove that He was the 
Messiah.  So, Jesus sighed, an audible expression of His emotion.  He cried over Jerusalem’s 
unbelief and sighed over His enemies’ unbelief.  Knowing their evil intent and their unbelieving and 
hard hearts, Jesus refused to comply.  Physical proof never satisfies unbelief.  God never provides so 
much evidence that faith is not still required.  Jesus had provided sufficient evidence that He was the 
Son of God through miracles, which His enemies saw and acknowledged but it did not change their 
unbelief.  They didn’t want to believe.  We are surrounded today by people of the same sort, people 
who have been exposed to the Gospel but don’t want to believe it.  It doesn’t fit their picture of the 
“good life.”  So, what can we do?  Pray.  Only God can soften a person’s heart.  Remember the 
Apostle Paul—so hard-hearted that he was violent in resistance but God knew what would get his 
attention and He did it. 
*********************** 
 
 
 
 

Mark 8 
11 The Pharisees came  
and began to argue with him, 
seeking from him a sign from 
heaven to test him.  
12 And he sighed deeply in his 
spirit and said,  
 
 
 
 
 
“Why does this generation 
seek a sign? Truly, I say to 
you, no sign will be given to 
this generation.” 



June 9 Tu — Reading 115 — Matt. 16:5-12; Mark 8:13-21 
 
Matthew 16 
 
 
5 When the disciples reached the other side,  
they had forgotten to bring any bread.  
 
6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
 
 7 And they began discussing it among 
themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.”  
8 But Jesus, aware of this, said,  
“O you of little faith,  
why are you discussing among yourselves  
the fact that you have no bread?  
9 Do you not yet perceive?  
 
 
Do you not remember the five loaves for the five 
thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 
10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and 
how many baskets you gathered?  
 
 
 
 
11 How is it that you fail to understand  
that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then 
they understood that he did not tell them to 
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
 
Forgotten Bread — Earlier, we noticed the poor memories of Jesus’ disciples and we see it again 
here.  This time, they had forgotten bread in two different ways.  First, they forgot to bring bread along 
with them in the boat, so when Jesus cautioned them about avoiding the leaven of the Pharisees, 
they immediately thought about literal bread rather than the figurative lesson Jesus was trying to 
teach them.  Not only were the disciples often forgetful but they were also frequently confused.  Here, 
they seemed to be embarrassed about their confusion because they didn’t ask Jesus but rather 
“began discussing it among themselves” (Matt. 16:7).  The second thing they forgot was the 
multiplication of bread that Jesus accomplished for the 5,000 and 4,000.  If Jesus could produce an 
overabundance of bread from five loaves, certainly He could supply enough bread for the 13 of them 
out of the one loaf they had.  Jesus wanted them to remember the miraculous—His plentiful provision 
for them in the past.  That is good for us to remember, too.  What God has done in the past He can 
do in the present.  If He provided for us and protected us before, He can do it now as well.  Let your 
memories of God’s past blessings be a source of faith for future ones! 
 
Meditation: This is a pretty minor point but why did the disciples have a loaf of bread in the boat? 
(Mark 8:14).  They had just come from Decapolis where Jesus broke up seven loaves of bread to 

Mark 8 
13 And he left them, got into the boat again, 
and went to the other side. 
 
14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and 
they had only one loaf with them in the boat.  
15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch 
out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and the leaven of Herod.”[fn]  

16 And they began discussing with one 
another the fact that they had no bread.  
17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them,  
 
“Why are you discussing  
the fact that you have no bread?  
Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you 
not see, and having ears do you not hear?  
And do you not remember? 19 When I broke 
the five loaves for the five thousand, how 
many baskets full of broken pieces did you 
take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And 
the seven for the four thousand, how many 
baskets full of broken pieces did you take 
up?” And they said to him, “Seven.”  
21 And he said to them,  
“Do you not yet understand?” 
 
ESV Footnotes 

(8:15) Some manuscripts the Herodians 



feed 4,000 men.  There were seven baskets of broken pieces left over but the disciples had one 
whole loaf.  Why did they not contribute their one loaf along with the seven?  Hmmm. 
*********************** 
 
June 10 W — Reading 116 — Mark 8:22-26 
 
22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged him to 
touch him. 23 And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had 
spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 24 And he looked up 
and said, “I see people, but they look like trees, walking.” 25 Then Jesus[fn] laid his hands on his eyes 
again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 And he sent 
him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:25) Greek he 

 
Gradual Healing — This story of a two-step healing is unique in the Gospels.  The text does not give 
us the reason why the healing was not done instantaneously but many commentaries have offered 
their speculations.  Was the man’s faith involved?  It is possible that Jesus’ unusual action of leading 
the blind man out of the village before healing him might be a related factor.  One thing we can be 
certain of is that it had nothing to do with Jesus’ ability.  He was God and nothing is impossible with 
Almighty God.  The fact that Jesus asked the man, “Do you see anything?” suggests that He didn’t 
intend for the healing to take place at once.  This example of gradual healing suggests that answers 
to prayer for healing in our own bodies can come gradually from God as well.  In a sense, as the 
creator of our human bodies, God provided natural healing by designing our bodies to repair 
themselves from such things as a cut finger but God can also provide unnatural healing in a gradual 
way as well as instantaneously.  So, when you pray that God would remove a certain pain and you 
wake up the next morning and it is still there, don’t assume that God didn’t and won’t do anything 
about it.  The process may have already started.  Ps. 103:2 says that “the LORD … heals all your 
diseases.” 
*********************** 
 
June 11 Th — Reading 117 — Matt. 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21 
 
Matthew 16 
13 Now when Jesus came into the 
district of Caesarea Philippi,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?”  
 
14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
 
 
 

Mark 8 
27 And Jesus went on 
with his disciples to the 
villages of Caesarea 
Philippi.  
And on the way  
 
 
 
he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I 
am?”  
28 And they told him, 
“John the Baptist; and 
others say, Elijah; and 
others, one of the 
prophets.”  

Luke 9 
 

 

 

 

 

18 Now it happened that as 
he was praying alone, the 
disciples were with him. 
And he asked them, “Who 
do the crowds say that I 
am?”  
19 And they answered, 
“John the Baptist. But 
others say, Elijah, and 
others, that one of the 
prophets of old has risen.”  



 
 
 
 

Matthew 16 (cont.) 
15 He said to them,  
“But who do you say that I am?”  
 
16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I 
tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock[fn] I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell[fn] shall not prevail against 
it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed[fn] in heaven.”  
20 Then he strictly charged the disciples 
to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(16:18) The Greek words for Peter and rock 
sound similar 
(16:18) Greek the gates of Hades 
(16:19) Or shall have been bound . . . shall have 
been loosed 

 
The Christ — Peter’s full statement that Jesus was the Christ, the expected Messiah, is emphasized 
in Matthew’s Gospel: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).  Peter didn’t figure 
this out on his own but Jesus said that it was revealed to him by the Father (v.17).  Even with that 
revelation, Peter and the other disciples were still not clear about the role of this Messiah.  Along with 
most Jews of that time, they believed that if the Messiah were to come, He would take on and destroy 
the Roman army and be the forever-ruler in Israel.  That is apparently why Jesus “strictly charged the 
disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ” (v.20) because, as the crowd desired to do earlier, they 
would want to make Him king (John 6:15).  The disciples had not yet understood that Jesus must first 
be humbled through death, be exalted by the resurrection, and return to earth a second time to reign 
as King.  They didn’t see the big picture.  We don’t either.  We have our own ideas about what God 
ought to do about a certain situation and wonder why He doesn’t do it.  We pray and ask Him to solve 
a problem by doing such-and-such but He doesn’t do it because it doesn’t fit into His greater and 
better plan.  We should still ask but we also need to learn to trust. 
 
Meditation: What was the “rock” upon which Jesus said He would build His Church?  After you have 
pondered that question for a while, you can read the ESV Study Bible’s following summary of how to 
interpret this difficult statement. 
 

This is one of the most controversial and debated passages in all of Scripture.  Roman Catholics 
have appealed to this passage to defend the idea that Peter was the first pope.  The key question 
concerns Peter’s relationship to “this rock.”  In Greek, “Peter” is Petros (“stone”), which is related 

Mark 8 (cont.) 
29 And he asked them, 
“But who do you say that 
I am?”  
Peter answered him, 
“You are the Christ.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30 And he strictly charged 
them to tell no one about 
him. 

Luke 9 (cont.) 
20 Then he said to them, 
“But who do you say that I 
am?”  
And Peter answered, “The 
Christ of God.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21 And he strictly charged 
and commanded them to 
tell this to no one… 



to petra (“rock”) ... “This rock” has been variously interpreted as referring to (1) Peter himself; (2) 
Peter’s confession; or (3) Christ and his teachings.  For several reasons, the first option is the 
strongest.  Jesus’ entire pronouncement is directed toward Peter, and the connecting word “and” 
… most naturally identifies the rock with Peter himself.  But even if “this rock” refers to Peter, the 
question remains as to what that means.  Protestants generally have thought that it refers to 
Peter in his role of confessing Jesus as the Messiah, and that the other disciples would share in 
that role as they made a similar confession … Jesus’ statement did not mean that Peter would 
have greater authority than the other apostles (indeed, Paul corrects him publicly in Gal. 2:11–14), 
nor did it mean that he would be infallible in his teaching (Jesus rebukes him in Matt. 16:23), nor 
did it imply anything about a special office for Peter or successors to such an office.  Certainly in 
the first half of Acts Peter appears as the spokesman and leader of the Jerusalem church, but he 
is still “sent” by other apostles to Samaria (Acts 8:14), and he has to give an account of his actions 
to the Jerusalem church (Acts 11:1–18).  Peter is presented as having only one voice at the 
Jerusalem council, and James has the decisive final word (Acts 15:7–21).  And, though Peter 
certainly has a central role in the establishment of the church, he disappears from the Acts 
narrative after Acts 15.  

*********************** 
 
June 12 F — Reading 118 — Matt. 16:21-26; Mark 8:31-37; Luke 9:22-25 
 
Matthew 16 
21 From that time Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem  
and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed,  
and on the third day be raised. 
 
 
 
 
22 And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him,  
saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! 
[fn] This shall never happen to 
you.”  
23 But  
 
he turned and said to Peter,  
“Get behind me, Satan!  
You are a hindrance[fn] to me.  
For you are not setting your mind 
on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(16:22) Or “[May God be] merciful to 

you, Lord!” 
(16:23) Greek stumbling block 

 
 

Mark 8 
31 And he began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must  
 
suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders and the chief priests 
and the scribes and be killed,  
and after three days rise again.  
 
 
 
32 And he said this plainly.  
And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him.  
 
 
 
33 But turning and seeing his 
disciples,  
he rebuked Peter and said,  
“Get behind me, Satan!  
 
For you are not setting your mind on 
the things of God, but on the things 
of man.” 

Luke 9 
22 …saying, “The Son 
of Man must  
 
suffer many things 
and be rejected by 
the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, 
and be killed,  
and on the third day 
be raised.” 

https://www.esv.org/Galatians+2%3A11%E2%80%9314/
https://www.esv.org/Matthew+16%3A23/
https://www.esv.org/Acts+8%3A14/
https://www.esv.org/Acts+11%3A1%E2%80%9318/
https://www.esv.org/Acts+15%3A7%E2%80%9321/
https://www.esv.org/Acts+15/


 
 

Matthew 16 (cont.)  
 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples,  
“If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me.  
 
 
25 For whoever would save his 
life[fn] will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake  
 
 
will find it.  
26 For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits 
his soul?  
 
 
Or what shall a man give in return 
for his soul? 
 
ESV Footnote 
(16:25) The same Greek word can 
mean either soul or life, depending on 
the context; twice in this verse and twice 
in verse 26 

 
Major Turning — A major turn in the life and ministry of Jesus is made at this point.  Matthew says 
that “From that time Jesus began …” (Matt. 16:21) to tell the disciples about His coming death.  It is 
the first of four times that Jesus stated this fact very clearly (see also Matt. 17:22-23; 20:18-19; 26:2).  
It was a hard pill to swallow for the disciples because their concept of the conquering and ruling 
Messiah did not allow for His death, even though His suffering was clearly predicted in the Old 
Testament (e.g., Isa. 53).  When Peter first heard it, he rebelled, doing an unheard-of thing by taking 
his Master aside to rebuke Him.  Then, Peter got rebuked by the Lord in very strong terms.  Old ideas 
die hard.  Peter’s orientation was not formed by the Scriptures but by the culture around him.  That is 
why it is so important for us to immerse ourselves in the Word of God instead of letting news, 
entertainment, and social media form our opinions.  Jesus told Peter that he was “not setting [his] 
mind on the things of God but on the things of man” (Matt. 16:23).  Orienting our thinking toward the 
things of God is something that we can control and we can begin by learning God’s ways as revealed 
to us in the Bible.  The first unacceptable fact that Peter had to face was Jesus’ suffering; the second 
one was that he was also going to have a life of suffering.  What an unlikely motivational call to 
discipleship!  Does someone want to be a disciple of Jesus?  Then, “let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me” (Matt. 16:24).  A call to discipleship is a call to self-denial and to a 
willingness to stand up for Christ in a hostile environment. 
 

Mark 8 (cont.) 
34 And calling the crowd to him  
with his disciples, he said to them, 
“If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.  
 
 
35 For whoever would save his life[fn] 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake  
 
and the gospel’s  
will save it.  
36 For what does it profit a man to 
gain the whole world and forfeit his 
soul?  
 
 
37 For what can a man give in return 
for his soul?  
 
ESV Footnote 
(8:35) The same Greek word can mean 
either soul or life, depending on the 
context; twice in this verse and once in 
verse 36 and once in verse 37 

Luke 9 (cont.) 
 
23 And he said to all, 
“If anyone would 
come after me, let 
him deny himself and 
take up his cross 
daily and follow me.  
24 For whoever would 
save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake  
 
will save it.  
25 For what does it 
profit a man if he 
gains the whole world 
and loses or forfeits 
himself?  


