
June 1-5 
 
June 1 M — Reading 109 — Matt. 14:34-36; Mark 6:53-56 
 
Matthew 14 
34 And when they had crossed over, they came 
to land at Gennesaret.  
 
 
35 And when the men of that place recognized 
him, they sent around to all that region and 
brought to him all who were sick  
 
 
 
 
 
36 and implored him that they might only touch 
the fringe of his garment. And as many as 
touched it were made well. 
 
Reach Out and Touch! — There is some question about when this event took place but it seems 
best to understand that this happened following a later crossing of the Sea of Galilee rather than the 
one when Jesus walked on water because it was “the next day” (John 6:22) when Jesus taught about 
being the Bread of Life.  This is the first time it is recorded that Jesus ministered in Gennesaret, which 
is on the west side of the Sea of Galilee south of Capernaum, but the people there “recognized him” 
(Matt. 14:35), probably from their being in other locations where Jesus had healed people.  These 
people had faith in Jesus’ ability to heal the sick, so they spread the news around their area to bring 
people with physical needs.  Somehow, they knew that even if they touched His robe, they would be 
healed.  Perhaps some of them had been present or had heard about the bleeding woman who 
touched Jesus’ garment and was immediately healed (Mark 5:28).  She had touched Jesus’ robe 
secretly but these people at Gennesaret openly asked His permission in advance: They “implored him 
that they might only touch the fringe of his garment” (Matt. 14:36).  That was the touch of faith.  
Reach out and touch!  We don’t have Jesus’ garments available but we do have prayer, so we can 
reach out in faith to touch Him in that way. 
************************ 
 
June 2 Tu — Reading 110 — Matt. 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 6 
53 When they had crossed over, they 
came to land at Gennesaret  
and moored to the shore.  
54 And when they got out of the boat, 
the people immediately recognized 
him 55 and ran about the whole region 
and began to bring the sick people on 
their beds to wherever they heard he 
was.  
56 And wherever he came, in villages, 
cities, or countryside, they laid the sick 
in the marketplaces  
and implored him that they might touch 
even the fringe of his garment. And as 
many as touched it were made well. 

John 7 
1 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. 
He would not go about in Judea, because 
the Jews[fn] were seeking to kill him. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(7:1) Or Judeans; Greek Ioudaioi probably refers 
here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under 
their influence, in that time 



 
Matthew 15 
1 Then Pharisees and scribes came 
to Jesus from Jerusalem  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and said,  
2 “Why do your disciples break the 
tradition of the elders? For they do 
not wash their hands when they 
eat.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 7 
1 Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with 
some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem, 
2 they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands 
that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the 
Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they 
wash their hands properly,[fn]  holding to the tradition 
of the elders, 4 and when they come from the 
marketplace, they do not eat unless they 
wash.[fn]  And there are many other traditions that 
they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots 
and copper vessels and dining couches.)[fn]   
5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
“Why do your disciples not walk according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?”  
 
 
6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of 
you hypocrites, as it is written, 
 
       “‘This people honors me with their lips, 
          but their heart is far from me; 
7        in vain do they worship me, 
          teaching as doctrines the commandments of 

men.’ 
  
8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to 
the tradition of men.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:3) Greek unless they wash the hands with a fist, probably 
indicating a kind of ceremonial washing 
(7:4) Greek unless they baptize; some manuscripts unless they 
purify themselves 
(7:4) Some manuscripts omit and dining couches 



 

Matthew 15 (cont.) 
3 He answered them, “And why do 
you break the commandment of God 
for the sake of your tradition? 4 For 
God commanded, ‘Honor your father 
and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever 
reviles father or mother must surely 
die.’  
5 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his 
father or his mother, “What you 
would have gained from me is given 
to God,”[fn]  
6 he need not honor his father.’ So 
for the sake of your tradition you 
have made void the word[fn] of God.  
 
7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you, when he said: 
  
8         “‘This people honors me with 

their lips, 
          but their heart is far from me; 
9         in vain do they worship me, 
          teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men.’” 
  
10 And he called the people to him 
and said to them, “Hear and 
understand:  
11 it is not what goes into the mouth 
that defiles a person, but what 
comes out of the mouth; this defiles 
a person.”  
 
 
12 Then the disciples came and said 
to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this saying?” 13 He answered, 
“Every plant that my heavenly Father 
has not planted will be rooted up. 
14 Let them alone; they are blind 
guides.[fn] And if the blind lead the 
blind, both will fall into a pit.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 7 (cont.) 
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of 
rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor 
your father and your mother’; and,  
‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’  
 
 
11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, 
“Whatever you would have gained from me is 
Corban”’ (that is, given to God)[fn] —  
 
12 then you no longer permit him to do anything for 
his father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of 
God by your tradition that you have handed down.  
And many such things you do.” 
 
 
 
 

(see verses 6-8 above) 
 
 
 
 
 
14 And he called the people to him again and said to 
them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand:  
 
15 There is nothing outside a person that by going 
into him can defile him, but the things that come out 
of a person are what defile him.”  16 [fn]  
 

17a And when he had entered the house and left the 
people,  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:11) Or an offering 
(7:15) Some manuscripts add verse 16: If anyone has ears to 
hear, let him hear 



 

Matthew 15 (cont.) 
15 But Peter said to him, “Explain the 
parable to us.” 16 And he said, “Are 
you also still without understanding? 
17 Do you not see that whatever goes 
into the mouth passes into the 
stomach and is expelled? [fn]  
 
18 But what comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart, and this 
defiles a person. 19 For out of the 
heart come evil thoughts, murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, 
false witness, slander. 20 These are 
what defile a person.  
But to eat with unwashed hands 
does not defile anyone.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(15:5) Or is an offering 
(15:6) Some manuscripts law 
(15:14) Some manuscripts add of the blind 
(15:17) Greek is expelled into the latrine unless they purify themselves 
(7:4) Some manuscripts omit and dining couches 
(7:11) Or an offering 
(7:15) Some manuscripts add verse 16: If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear 
(7:19) Greek goes out into the latrine 

 
Hypocritical Hearts — The Jerusalem temple sent their “big guns” to Galilee to confront Jesus.  One 
of their topics was the importance of adhering to their traditions, developed through the years in an 
attempt to make sure God’s commandments were not violated.  God specified certain foods as 
“unclean” that could not be eaten.  Also, things could be made “unclean” by being touched by 
something “unclean,” so a Jewish tradition arose that one’s hands should be ceremonially washed 
before eating to prevent “clean” food from becoming “unclean.”  It was man’s law, not God’s Law.  
Jesus exposed the superficiality of their thinking and practice by quoting from Isaiah 29:13, calling 
them hypocrites.  They were hypocrites for two reasons: 1) their hearts didn’t match their lips, and 2) 
their doctrine was held even higher than God’s Law.  Sometimes we Christians are guilty of the 
hypocrisy of honoring God with our lips when our hearts are not connected.  We sing words of praise 
in church with our lips while thinking about what we are going to eat for lunch.  We pray with phrases 
that we have borrowed from other people’s prayers.  We read our Bible in a hurry and superficially 
because we are running late in our morning tasks.  God wants us to be genuine, not hypocritical.  
After you finish reading this, please spend some time with God in prayer, concentrating on being 
genuine, personal, and committed. 
 
Meditation: After Jesus confronted the Pharisees, the disciples said to Him privately, “Do you know 
that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” (Matt. 15:12).  What saying was it 
that offended them?  What is said in the text to indicate that Jesus didn’t seem to care that they were 
offended?  Was Jesus being callous here or was there something about His omniscience (all-
knowing) involved?  The Greek word used for “offended” is the source of our word “scandal.”  The 
offense the Pharisees felt was not mild; what Jesus said was scandalous to them.  The last time we 
saw this word used in our reading was when Jesus taught in His hometown synagogue of Nazareth 
(Matt. 13:57).  The people there were so scandalized by who Jesus claimed to be, although they 
knew Him from childhood, they tried to throw Him over a cliff.  In another place, Jesus used the same 

Mark 7 (cont.) 
17b his disciples asked him about the parable. 18 And 
he said to them, “Then are you also without 
understanding?  
Do you not see that whatever goes into a person 
from outside cannot defile him, 19 since it enters not 
his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” [fn] 
(Thus he declared all foods clean.)  
20 And he said, “What comes out of a person is what 
defiles him. 21 For from within, out of the heart of 
man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 
murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, 
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All 
these evil things come from within, and they defile a 
person.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(7:19) Greek goes out into the latrine 



word to say, “blessed is the one who is not offended by me” (Matt. 11:6).  Don’t take offense at Jesus’ 
words; it is our understanding that is at fault. 
************************ 
 
June 3 W — Reading 111 — Matt. 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 
 
Matthew 15 
21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew 
to the district of Tyre and Sidon.  
 
 
22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out  
and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed 
by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her a 
word. And his disciples came and begged him, 
saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out 
after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  
25 But she came and knelt before him,  
 
 
saying, “Lord, help me.”  
 
26 And he answered,  
 
“It is not right to take the children’s bread and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet 
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.”  
28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is 
your faith!  
Be it done for you as you desire.”  
 
And her daughter was healed instantly. [fn] 
 
ESV Footnote 
(15:28) Greek from that hour 

 
 
Great Faith — Retreating to the Gentile region of Tyre and Sidon on the Mediterranean coast, Jesus 
apparently wanted a little private vacation with His disciples and “did not want anyone to know” (Mark 
6:24).  It didn’t work.  He was discovered by an amazing Gentile woman who had a great need, great 
persistence, and great faith.  She had heard about Jesus and she knew something about Jewish 
history.  She called Him “Lord,” which was sometimes used only as a term of respect but probably not 
here because she followed it immediately with the title, “Son of David” (Matt. 15:22).  She knew that 
Jesus was a descendant of King David and perhaps also understood that this title referred to the 
expected Jewish Messiah.  She was met with an unexpected response.  When she told Jesus about 
her demon-possessed daughter, “he did not answer her a word” (v.23).  It gets stranger.  Like His 
previous encounter with the Pharisees, Jesus doesn’t appear to be politically correct in dealing with 
this woman, associating her with a “dog” as compared to a child as a Jewish person.  But this woman 

Mark 7 
24 And from there he arose and went away to 
the region of Tyre and Sidon.[fn]   
And he entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden.  
25 But immediately a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and came and fell down at his feet. 26 Now the 
woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by 
birth.  
And she begged him to cast the demon out of 
her daughter.  
27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed 
first,  
for it is not right to take the children’s bread 
and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered 
him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.”  
29 And he said to her,  
 
“For this statement you may go your way;  
the demon has left your daughter.”  
30 And she went home and found the child lying 
in bed and the demon gone. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(7:24) Some manuscripts omit and Sidon 



was not put off; she was persistent.  She had been bothering the disciples earlier (v.23) and she 
wasn’t deterred by Jesus’ silence or being called a dog.  She had a great need and would not give up.  
I love the quick wit of her response: “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 
crumbs” (Mark 7:28).  She was humble but tenacious.  She wasn’t backing down.  That statement did 
it.  Like the persistent widow in the parable Jesus told who finally got satisfaction from the unrighteous 
judge (Luke 18:1-6), this woman obtained healing for her daughter.  Jesus then complimented her: “O 
woman, great is your faith! (Mark 7:28).  Are we persistent in prayer when we have a great need?  Do 
we have great faith? 
************************ 
 
June 4 Th — Reading 112 — Matt. 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 
 
Matthew 15 
29 Jesus went on from there and walked beside 
the Sea of Galilee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And he went up on the mountain and sat down 
there. 30 And great crowds came to him, 
bringing with them the lame, the blind, the 
crippled, the mute, and many others, and they 
put them at his feet, and he healed them,  
31 so that the crowd wondered, when they saw 
the mute speaking,  
 
 
the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the 
blind seeing.  
And they glorified the God of Israel. 
 
Excited Evangelist — Jesus traveled from one Gentile area (Tyre and Sidon) to another 
predominately Gentile area, “the region of the Decapolis” (Mark 7:31), southeast of the Sea of 
Galilee.  In the previous place, Jesus tried to hide; in Decapolis (= ”ten cities”), He was surrounded by 
crowds of people.  Who were these people and how did they know about Jesus?  He had been there 
before and a crowd had asked Him to leave when 2000 pigs drowned after He cast out a legion of 
demons from a man.  When Jesus left him, he was instructed, “Go home to your friends and tell them 
how much the Lord has done for you” (Mark 5:19).  So, “he went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decapolis … and everyone marveled” (v.20).  That is where this new crowd came from—they were 
“converts” of the formerly demon-possessed man.  This now-hopeful crowd brought “the lame, the 
blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others” (Matt. 15:30) and Jesus healed them.  What an 
influence one person excited about Jesus can do!  We have been changed by Jesus, too.  He has 

Mark 7 
31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and 
went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the 
region of the Decapolis.  
32 And they brought to him a man who was deaf 
and had a speech impediment, and they 
begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And 
taking him aside from the crowd privately, he 
put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting 
touched his tongue. 34 And looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, 
and he spoke plainly. 36 And Jesus[fn] charged 
them to tell no one. But the more he charged 
them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.  
 
 
 
 
 
37 And they were astonished beyond measure,  
 
saying, “He has done all things well. He even 
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(7:36) Greek he 



freed us from the bondage of Satan’s power over us, made us new people spiritually, and told us to 
tell our friends.  Where is the crowd we have influenced?  Do we lack the excitement we should 
have?  Why? 
************************ 
 
June 5 F — Reading 113 — Matt. 15:32-39; Mark 8:1-10 
 
Matthew 15 
 

 

32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and 
said, “I have compassion on the crowd 
because they have been with me now three 
days and have nothing to eat.  
And I am unwilling to send them away hungry,  
 
 
lest they faint on the way.”  
 
33 And the disciples said to him, “Where are we 
to get enough bread in such a desolate place 
to feed so great a crowd?”  
34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves 
do you have?” They said, “Seven, and a few 
small fish.”  
35 And directing the crowd to sit down on the 
ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the 
fish, and having given thanks he broke them 
and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds.  
 
 
 
37 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they 
took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces 
left over. 38 Those who ate were four thousand 
men, besides women and children.  
 

39 And after sending away the crowds,  
he got into the boat  
 
and went to the region of Magadan. 
 
 
 
 
Short Memories — The disciples of Jesus seemed to have short memories.  They should have 
remembered that at the other side of the lake, they had been in similar circumstances—Jesus 
teaching a very large crowd of people for several days in a desolate place until their food ran out and 
all were hungry.  In the earlier situation, Jesus had multiplied bread and fish to feed 5,000 men plus 
women and children.  In spite of that, a few weeks or months later with 4,000 hungry men before 
them, the disciples asked Jesus, “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate 

Mark 8 
1 In those days, when again a great crowd had 
gathered, and they had nothing to eat,  
he called his disciples to him and said to 
them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd, 
because they have been with me now three 
days and have nothing to eat.  
 
3 And if I send them away hungry to their 
homes,  
they will faint on the way.  
And some of them have come from far away.” 
4 And his disciples answered him, “How can one 
feed these people with bread here in this 
desolate place?”  
5 And he asked them, “How many loaves do you 
have?” They said, “Seven.”  
 
6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the 
ground. And he took the seven loaves, and 
having given thanks, he broke them and gave 
them to his disciples to set before the people; 
and they set them before the crowd.  
7 And they had a few small fish. And having 
blessed them, he said that these also should be 
set before them.  
8 And they ate and were satisfied. And they took 
up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets 
full. 9 And there were about four thousand 
people.  
And he sent them away.  
 

10 And immediately he got into the boat with his 
disciples  
and went to the district of Dalmanutha.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:10) Some manuscripts Magadan, or Magdala 



place?” (Mark 8:4).  How?!  No memory of the miraculous?  Yet, we sometimes do the same kind of 
thing when we pray in half-hearted hope that God will supply a need we have.  Remember the past!  
Think of all the previous prayers that God answered for you, providing what you needed.  Maybe, 
before we ask God for something, we ought to think back to when God provided a similar need for us 
in a comparable circumstance.  Appreciate it again!  Thank Him for it again!  Maybe He will answer 
your current prayer in a similar way or more likely, He will surprise you with a different solution.  He is 
not only a miraculous God but also an infinitely creative God. 
 


