
May 25-29 
 
May 25 M — Reading 104 — Matt. 14:15-21; Mark 6:35-44; Luke 9:12-17; John 6:5-13 
 
Matthew 14 
15 Now when it was 
evening, the 
disciples came to 
him and said, “This 
is a desolate place, 
and the day is now 
over; send the 
crowds away to go 
into the villages and 
buy food for 
themselves.”  
 
 
 
 
 
16 But Jesus said, 
“They need not go 
away; you give 
them something to 
eat.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 6 
35 And when it grew 
late, his disciples came 
to him and said, “This 
is a desolate place, 
and the hour is now 
late. 36 Send them 
away to go into the 
surrounding 
countryside and 
villages and buy 
themselves something 
to eat.”  
 
 
 
 
37a But he answered 
them, “You give them 
something to eat.”  

Luke 9 
12 Now the day began 
to wear away, and the 
twelve came and said 
to him, “Send the 
crowd away to go into 
the surrounding 
villages and 
countryside to find 
lodging and get 
provisions, for we are 
here in a desolate 
place.”  
 

 

 

 

13a But he said to them, 
“You give them 
something to eat.”  

John 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Lifting up his eyes, 
then, and seeing that a 
large crowd was 
coming toward him,  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus said to Philip, 
“Where are we to buy 
bread, so that these 
people may eat?” 6 He 
said this to test him, for 
he himself knew what 
he would do.  



 

Matthew 14 (cont.) 
17 They said to him,   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“We have only five 
loaves here and two 
fish.”  
18 And he said, 
“Bring them here to 
me.”  
 

19 Then he ordered 
the crowds to sit 
down on the grass,  
 
 
 
 
and taking the five 
loaves and the two 
fish, he looked up to 
heaven and said a 
blessing. Then he 
broke the loaves 
and gave them to 
the disciples, and 
the disciples gave 
them to the crowds. 
20 And they all ate 
and were satisfied. 
And they took up 
twelve baskets full 
of the broken 
pieces left over. 
21 And those who 
ate were about five 
thousand men, 
besides women and 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 6 (cont.) 
37b  And they said to 
him, “Shall we go and 
buy two hundred 
denarii[fn] worth of 
bread and give it to 
them to eat?”  
38 And he said to them, 
“How many loaves do 
you have? Go and 
see.”  
And when they had 
found out, they said, 
“Five, and two fish.”  
 
 
 
 
39 Then he 
commanded them all 
to sit down in groups 
on the green grass. 
40 So they sat down in 
groups, by hundreds 
and by fifties.  
41 And taking the five 
loaves and the two fish 
he looked up to 
heaven and said a 
blessing and broke the 
loaves and gave them 
to the disciples to set 
before the people. And 
he divided the two fish 
among them all.  
42 And they all ate and 
were satisfied. 43 And 
they took up twelve 
baskets full of broken 
pieces and of the fish.  
 
44 And those who ate 
the loaves were five 
thousand men. 
 
ESV Footnote 

(6:37) A denarius was a 

day’s wage for a laborer 

Luke 9 (cont.) 
13b They said,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“We have no more 
than five loaves and 
two fish—unless we 
are to go and buy food 
for all these people.” 
14 For there were about 
five thousand men.  
And he said to his 
disciples, “Have them 
sit down in groups of 
about fifty each.” 
15 And they did so, and 
had them all sit down.  
 

16 And taking the five 
loaves and the two 
fish, he looked up to 
heaven and said a 
blessing over them. 
Then he broke the 
loaves and gave them 
to the disciples to set 
before the crowd.  
 
17 And they all ate and 
were satisfied. And 
what was left over was 
picked up, twelve 
baskets of broken 
pieces. 

John 6 (cont.) 
7 Philip answered him, 
“Two hundred 
denarii[fn] worth of 
bread would not be 
enough for each of 
them to get a 
little.” 8 One of his 
disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, 
said to him,  
9 “There is a boy here 
who has five barley 
loaves and two fish, 
but what are they for 
so many?”  
 
 
10 Jesus said, “Have 
the people sit down.” 
Now there was much 
grass in the place. So 
the men sat down, 
about five thousand in 
number.  
11 Jesus then took the 
loaves, and when he 
had given thanks, he 
distributed them to 
those who were 
seated. So also the 
fish, as much as they 
wanted.  
 
 
12 And when they had 
eaten their fill, he told 
his disciples, “Gather 
up the leftover 
fragments, that nothing 
may be lost.” 13 So they 
gathered them up and 
filled twelve baskets 
with fragments from 
the five barley loaves 
left by those who had 
eaten.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(6:7) A denarius was a 
day’s wage for a laborer 



 
Feeding 5,000 — This is the only miracle of Jesus that is discussed in all four Gospels.  One thing 
that stuck out to me in this parallel story is Jesus’ response to something the disciples said.  Actually, 
they were telling Jesus what He ought to do: send the crowd of people away to buy food.  Don’t we 
sometimes do that in our prayers?  We tell God what He ought to do to fix some problem that 
concerns us.  I wonder how many times we make God laugh at our limited proposed solutions.  
Jesus’ response to the proposal of the Twelve was very unexpected: “You give them something to 
eat” (Matt. 14:16; Mark 6:37; Luke 9:13).  The “you” is even emphasized in Greek.  This suggests 
another error in some of our prayers.  Sometimes we ask God to do something that He wants us to 
do ourselves.  Perhaps we ought to begin our prayers with, “Lord, please show me what You want me 
to do in the requests I bring to You.”  It might open up doors of ministry to others that you had never 
considered. 
 
Meditation: One of my seminary professors asked our class, “When did the miracle take place in the 
feeding of the 5,000?”  What do you think?  Was it when Jesus blessed the five loaves and two fish in 
His prayer?  (Maybe everyone’s eyes were closed or they were looking into heaven as Jesus was.) ☺  
Was it when Jesus broke the loaves and fish into pieces?  Was it when He gave the baskets of food 
to the disciples?  Or was it when the Twelve were distributing the food to the crowd?  Actually, as my 
professor pointed out, the Greek text gives us a clue.  All but one of the actions described by Mark 
and Luke in this sequence use a verb tense that indicates a singular event but the act of giving the 
food to the disciples uses a continuing-action verb tense, which is literally translated “and kept giving 
them to the disciples” in the NASB, CSB, and NLT.  As Jesus was distributing the food pieces out of 
the original basket into the baskets being held out by the disciples, the supply never ended.  More 
was created in the process of giving.  What personal lesson could we learn from that idea? 
************************* 
 
May 26 Tu — Reading 105 — Matt. 14:22-23; Mark 6:45-46; John 6:14-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 14 
22 Immediately he made the 
disciples get into the boat and 
go before him to the other side, 
 
while he dismissed the 
crowds. 23 And after he had 
dismissed the crowds,  
he went up on the mountain by 
himself  
to pray.  
When evening came, he was 
there alone…  
 
Prayer Mountain — The crowd concluded that “the sign” (John 6:14) they saw of multiplying the 
bread and fish indicated that Jesus was “the Prophet” predicted by Moses (Deut. 18:15-18) and they 
wanted to make Him king.  A crowd of 5,000 men would make a formidable mob to start such a drive.  

Mark 6 
45 Immediately he made his 
disciples get into the boat 
and go before him to the 
other side, to Bethsaida,  
while he dismissed the 
crowd. 46 And after he had 
taken leave of them,  
he went up on the mountain  
 
to pray.  

John 6 
14 When the people saw the sign 
that he had done, they said, 
“This is indeed the Prophet who 
is to come into the world!” 
15 Perceiving then that they 
were about to come and take 
him by force to make him king,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus withdrew again to the 
mountain by himself. 



Why did Jesus discourage this action?  He told Pilate later, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 
18:36).  It was a spiritual, internal kingdom based on a relationship with God.  Then, after making His 
disciples start off in their boat without Him, Jesus “dismissed the crowd” (Mark 6:45).  How did He do 
that?  It must have been in the same way He “made his disciples get into the boat.”  Jesus had 
authority and He exercised it.  Why did Jesus dismiss the disciples and the crowd?  He wanted to 
pray.  He climbed a mountain to be alone.  It became a prayer mountain.  I know a wealthy couple in 
the Philippines who became Christians and later bought the side of a hill and built what they call 
“Prayer Mountain.”  It is now a beautiful retreat center for people to come to pray and it is also the 
place where weekly services are held that reach out to nearby communities.  There was nothing 
special about Jesus’ prayer mountain except that it was a place to be alone where He could pray.  Do 
you have a place to pray?  A closet or mountain or corner of the couch?  Do you set aside a period of 
time to pray?  Do you “dismiss the crowd” of business, family, and chores in order to spend time 
alone with God?  We all need a prayer mountain. 
************************* 
 
May 27 W — Reading 106 — Matt. 14:24-33; Mark 6:47-52; John 6:16-21 
 
Matthew 14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 …but the boat by this time was a 
long way[fn] from the land,[fn] beaten 
by the waves, for the wind was 
against them.  
25 And in the fourth watch of the 
night he came to them, walking on 
the sea. 26 But when the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, and said, “It is a 
ghost!” and they cried out in fear.  
 
 
 
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do 
not be afraid.” 
 
28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if 
it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.” 29 He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat 
and walked on the water and came 
to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the 
wind,[fn] he was afraid, and beginning 
to sink he cried out, “Lord, save 
me.”  

Mark 6 
47 And when evening came,  
 
 
 
 
the boat was out on the 
sea, and he was alone on 
the land.  
48 And he saw that they 
were making headway 
painfully, for the wind was 
against them.  
And about the fourth watch 
of the night[fn] he came to 
them, walking on the sea. 
He meant to pass by them, 
49 but when they saw him 
walking on the sea they 
thought it was a ghost, and 
cried out, 50 for they all saw 
him and were terrified.  
But immediately he spoke 
to them and said, “Take 
heart; it is I. Do not be 
afraid.”  
 
ESV Footnote 
(6:48) That is, between 3 a.m. 
and 6 a.m. 

John 6 
16 When evening came, his 
disciples went down to the 
sea, 17 got into a boat, and 
started across the sea to 
Capernaum. It was now 
dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come to them.  
 
18 The sea became rough 
because a strong wind was 
blowing. 19 When they had 
rowed about three or four 
miles,[fn] they saw Jesus 
walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and 
they were frightened.  
 
 
 
 
 
20 But he said to them, “It is 
I; do not be afraid.”  
 
ESV Footnote 
(6:19) Greek twenty-five or thirty 
stadia; a stadion was about 607 
feet or 185 meters 



Matthew 14 (cont.) 
31 Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and took hold of him, saying to 
him, “O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?”  
 
32 And when they got into the boat, 
the wind ceased.  
 
 
 
 
 
33 And those in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son 
of God.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:24) Greek many stadia, a stadion was 
about 607 feet or 185 meters 
(14:24) Some manuscripts was out on the 
sea 
(14:30) Some manuscripts strong wind 

 
 
 
 
God is Here! — The disciples saw several “impossible” things happen before their eyes in one day: 
1) Jesus made a filling meal for 5,000 men plus their wives and children out of a small boy’s lunch, 2) 
both Jesus and Peter walked on water, 3) the storm quit abruptly just as Jesus got into the boat, and 
4) the boat was suddenly at their destination.  But something was missing for them.  Mark said that 
when the wind suddenly stopped, “they were astounded, for they did not understand about the 
loaves, but their hearts were hardened” (Mark 6:51-52).  What didn’t they understand about the 
loaves?  Was it because they still didn’t quite grasp that this miracle worker was actually God?  
Gabriel had told Mary that Jesus would be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35) and when Nathanael 
first met Jesus, he called Him the Son of God (John 1:49), but all the disciples seemed to be 
struggling with this concept.  Then Jesus added a subtle touch when they panicked after they saw 
Him walking on the water.  All three Gospels record that Jesus said, “It is I.”  Literally, in Greek, it is “I 
am,” with the pronoun emphasized, and is the identical expression used in the Greek translation of 
Exodus 3:14 where God said, “I am who I am,” directly connecting to the divine name Yahweh.  Jesus 
seems to be assuring the disciples that “God is here!”  It must have sunk in because Matthew records 
that eventually “those in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God’” (Matt. 
14:33).  Before we call the disciples dense, we should evaluate our own understanding about “God is 
here!”  Paul tells us that in Christ, “the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled 
in him” (Col. 2:9-10).  If we have been born again, God actually dwells in our bodies.  Do you 
comprehend that?  “God is here!” 
 
Meditation: Mark mentions that when Jesus came near the boat in the storm, “He meant to pass by 
them” (Mark 6:49).  Why?  Didn’t He care about their predicament?  They had been trying to go 3-4 
miles (4.8-6.4 km) for at least nine hours, making progress at the rate of 0.44 mph.  A casual walk is 
about 3 mph, so Jesus was making much better headway.  Was that why He meant to keep walking 
by?  Or, was it because He wanted them to request His help?  What difficult storm in life do you 
continue to row against?  The “I AM” is available!  Why don’t you ask Him for help? 

John 6 (cont.) 
21 Then they were glad to 
take him into the boat,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and immediately the boat 
was at the land to which 
they were going. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(6:19) Greek twenty-five or thirty 
stadia; a stadion was about 607 
feet or 185 meters 
(6:58) Greek lacks the bread 
(6:59) Greek He 

Mark 6 (cont.) 
51 And he got into the boat 
with them, and the wind 
ceased. And they were 
utterly astounded, 52 for 
they did not understand 
about the loaves, but their 
hearts were hardened. 



*********************** 
 
May 28 Th — Reading 107 — John 6:22-59 
 
22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only 
one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had 
gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread 
after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, 
they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
 
25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 
here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the 
food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has 
set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus 
answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said 
to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 
31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread 
from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 
 
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not 
believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast 
out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent 
me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 
but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son 
and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 
 
41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How 
does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble 
among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will 
raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ 
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46 not that anyone has seen the 
Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and 
they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I 
am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. 
And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true 
drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because 
of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread[fn] the fathers ate, and 
died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus[fn] said these things in the synagogue, as 
he taught at Capernaum. 



 
ESV Footnotes 
(6:58) Greek lacks the bread 
(6:59) Greek He 

 
The Bread of Life — “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35, 48) is the first of six times John records 
Jesus’ “I am” statements.  The day before, the crowd had seen Jesus multiply the physical bread and 
they ate their fill, so they were stuck on the literal meaning of bread.  They also recalled that their 
ancestors ate physical manna for 40 years in the days of Moses—literal bread from heaven.  In His 
teaching, Jesus did mention a physical “bread” connection here that referred to His death on the 
cross: “the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh” (:51), but His main focus was on 
spiritual bread: “true bread from heaven” (:32) that involves a satisfying (:35) and eternal (:51) 
relationship with Him (:56).  This crowd didn’t get it and neither did Jesus’ disciples until the Day of 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came to dwell in them.  Thankfully, we get it, too.  Every time we eat 
the bread at the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 10:16), we are reminded that Jesus is “the bread of life.”  We 
should also be reminded of this every time we read God’s Word because “man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD” (Deut. 8:3).  The first 
verse of a related hymn that I often quote before reading the Scripture every morning says, 
 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
   Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
   Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, 
   Feed me till I want no more; 
Bread of heaven, 
   Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Meditation: Jesus told this crowd, “Do not work for the food that perishes” (:27).  Does that provide a 
license for laziness?  Why not?  Jesus also told them that they should work “for the food that endures 
to eternal life” (:27).  Does that support works-based salvation?  Why not?  Thankfully, Jesus defined 
the “work” He was talking about as having faith: “This is the work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent” (:29).  In what sense can “believing” be considered “work”?  In what ways is 
believing difficult?  Does “working” at faith suggest that we can improve in that area? 
********************* 
 
May 29 F — Reading 108 — John 6:60-71 
 
60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61 But 
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 
offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you 
are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, 
“This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 
 
66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the 
Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the Twelve? And yet one of 
you is a devil.” 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the Twelve, was going to 
betray him. 



 
Hard Saying—Hard Decision — The Twelve were often referred to as “disciples” but there was a 
larger group of disciples who believed in Jesus and followed Him.  It was this larger group that was 
grumbling about Jesus’ “hard saying” that one must “eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood” (John 6:53).  It was “hard” because they were wrongly taking it literally. This hard saying 
reminds me of Jesus’ earlier tough statement that “I have not come to bring peace, but a sword” 
(Matt. 10:34)—a sword of division that separates families.  Jesus’ statement was not only hard but 
there was also a hard decision to be made:  Will I continue to follow one who makes such 
objectionable statements?  Sadly, many decided to answer “no.”  What follows might be the saddest 
verse in the Bible: “After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him” (John 
6:66).  Many people are doing that today as they encounter what they consider to be offending 
statements in the Bible or perceived improper characteristics of God.  That is because it takes 
spiritual eyes to see spiritual things.  We believers also need to be careful when we read the 
Scriptures.  We sometimes encounter things that we don’t understand or things that we have a hard 
time accepting.  Will you turn back and no longer follow Him because of that?  Or will you adopt a 
humble, teachable attitude in the realization that you are limited, sin-bent, and selfish?  God sees the 
whole picture and He is completely good and wise.  We must hang on to that and keep following Him. 
 


