
May 18-22  
 
May 18 M — Reading 99 — Matt. 10:1-15; 11:1; Mark 6:7-13, 30; Luke 9:1-6, 10a 
 
Matthew 10 
1 And he called to him his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every disease and every affliction.  
 
 
 
 
2 The names of the twelve apostles are 
these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother; James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 
tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus; [fn] 4 Simon the Zealot, 
[fn] and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing 
them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles 
and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but 
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, 
‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, 
[fn] cast out demons. You received without 
paying; give without pay.  
9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for 
your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or 
two tunics[fn] or sandals or a staff,  
 
 
 
 
for the laborer deserves his food.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Luke 9 
1 And he called the twelve 
together and gave them 
power and authority over 
all demons and to cure 
diseases, 2 and he sent 
them out to proclaim the 
kingdom of God and to 
heal.  

Mark 6 
7 And he called the twelve 
and began to send them 
out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the 
unclean spirits.  

Earlier lists: 
 

Mark 3:16-19; 
Luke 6:14-16 

8 He charged them  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to take nothing for their 
journey except a staff—
no bread, no bag, no 
money in their 
belts— 9 but to wear 
sandals and not put on 
two tunics.[fn]  
 

ESV Footnote 
(6:9) Greek chiton, a long 
garment worn under the 
cloak next to the skin 

3 And he said to them,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Take nothing for your 
journey, no staff, nor bag, 
nor bread, nor money; 
and do not have two 
tunics.[fn]  
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:3) Greek chiton, a long 
garment worn under the cloak 
next to the skin 



 

Matthew 10 (cont.) 
 
11 And whatever town or village you enter, 
find out who is worthy in it and stay there 
until you depart.  
 
12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if 
the house is worthy, let your peace come 
upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your 
peace return to you.  
14 And if anyone will not receive you or 
listen to your words, shake off the dust 
from your feet when you leave that house 
or town.  
 
 

 

15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more 
bearable on the day of judgment for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that 
town. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(10:3) Some manuscripts Lebbaeus, or Lebbaeus called Thaddaeus 
(10:4) Greek kananaios, meaning zealot 
(10:8) Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13 
(10:10) Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin 

 
Be Careful What You Pray For — In the last verse of Matt. 9, Jesus told His disciples to pray for 
laborers to be sent out for the harvest.  In the next verse (Matt. 10), the Twelve become the first 
answer to that prayer, going out into the harvest.  That should be a reminder to us that sometimes 
God wants us to do what is necessary to fulfill the need we are praying about.  This was the original 
short-term gospel mission project.  Can you imagine the uneasy reaction of the disciples at this point?  
They must have felt pretty unprepared to “proclaim the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:2).  Of course, they 
had heard Jesus proclaim it but they had been passive listeners.  Now, they had to share what they 
could remember.  That is the way that most of us feel when we think about sharing our faith with one 
of our friends.  We feel unprepared and not equal to the task— “What should I say?!”  Also, the 
Twelve were not to pack for their trip—another source of uneasiness.  They would have to trust God 
to supply their needs through people they ministered to.  Learning to depend on God is a hard lesson 
to learn.  Let’s see how it turned out: 
 
 

Mark 6 (cont.) 
10 And he said to them,  
“Whenever you enter a 
house, stay there until 
you depart from there.  
 
 
 
 
 
11 And if any place will not 
receive you and they will 
not listen to you, when 
you leave, shake off the 
dust that is on your feet 
as a testimony against 
them.”  

Luke 9 (cont.) 
 
4 And whatever house 
you enter, stay there, 
and from there depart.  
 
 
 
 
 
5 And wherever they do 
not receive you, when 
you leave that town 
shake off the dust from 
your feet as a testimony 
against them.”  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lev/13/1-59


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 11 
1 When Jesus had finished instructing 
his twelve disciples, he went on from 
there to teach and preach in their cities. 
 
 
 
 
Much later, Jesus reminded these disciples about this mission trip and asked them, “When I sent you 
out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” (Luke 22:35).  Their answer 
was, “Nothing.”  It had worked.  God had supplied.  Training by doing is a tough, but effective, 
approach. 
 
Meditation: What do you think these disciples said about Jesus on this short mission trip?  Were they 
fully convinced that He was the Messiah?  Did they use Him as the authority for what they were 
saying?  Jesus did give them the power to perform miracles of healing and casting out demons, which 
would certainly provide authoritative certification for their message.  Part of Jesus’ assignment was 
for them to “raise the dead” (Matt. 10:8).  That may have happened but we are not told about it.  Have 
you ever wondered who was the assigned ministry partner of Judas Iscariot?  Did God use this 
eventual traitor to heal the sick?  Something to think about. 
************************* 
 
May 19 T — Reading 100 — Matt. 10:16-42 
 
The following further instructions were apparently given by Jesus before the Twelve left for their trip 
but there is a long-term, worldwide scope involved: 
 
Matthew 10 
16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 
synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness 
before them and the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak 
or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, 
and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you 
will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When 
they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through 
all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
 
24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant[fn] above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple 
to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign[fn] those of his household. 
 
26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 

Mark 6 (cont.) 
12 So they went out and 
proclaimed that people should 
repent. 13 And they cast out 
many demons and anointed 
with oil many who were sick 
and healed them. 
 
 
 
30 The apostles returned to 
Jesus and told him all that they 
had done and taught. 

Luke 9 (cont.) 
6 And they departed 
and went through the 
villages, preaching 
the gospel and 
healing everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
10a On their return the 
apostles told him all 
that they had done. 



housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. [fn] 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? [fn] And not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 So everyone who 
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but 
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person’s enemies will be those of his own 
household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it. 
 
40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41 The 
one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s 
reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a 
disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(10:24) Greek bondservant; also verse 25 
(10:25) Greek lacks will they malign 
(10:28) Greek Gehenna 
(10:29) Greek assarion, Roman copper coin (Latin quadrans) worth about 1/16 of a denarius (which was a day’s wage for 
a laborer) 

 
Extended Instructions — There are two major parts of Jesus’ instructions to the Twelve that stood 
out to me as being equally appropriate for today’s disciples.  Both instructions were in the form of 
negative commands.  The first was “do not be anxious” (Vs. 19).  The comment for our previous 
reading discussed our potential anxiety before speaking to someone about Christ:  “What should I 
say?!”  The answer comes here in Jesus’ instruction: “…what you are to say will be given to you in 
that hour … the Spirit … speaking through you” (Vv. 19-20).   Our anxiety often makes us clam up so 
that we say nothing.  Perhaps, what we say might not be as big a concern to God as that we say.  
The second negative command is similar to the first: “have no fear … do not fear … Fear not” (Vv. 26, 
28, 31).  The fear in view here is not about the content of the message but the consequences of it.  
We all fear rejection and when we talk to others about God, many of them will react negatively.  In our 
current culture, the worst we will probably experience is ridicule but, in some cultures, proclaimers of 
the Good News should “not fear those who kill the body” (Vs. 28).  And we only fear ridicule!  When 
you next face an opportunity to share about Christ with someone, be reminded to depend on the 
Spirit to give you the words, and be assured that you probably won’t die as a result. 
 
Meditation: What did Jesus mean by His statement that “…you will not have gone through all the 
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes”? (Vs. 23).  He was speaking to the Twelve before His 
own crucifixion.  Here is a summary of views taken from the ESV Study Bible for your consideration: 
 

Several interpretations have been suggested: the coming of the Son of Man may refer to 
(1) Jesus’ resurrection, when he came back from the dead, (2) his sending of the Spirit at 
Pentecost, (3) his coming in judgment on Jerusalem when it was destroyed in A.D. 70, or 
(4) the second coming of Christ at the end of the age. Option (4) helps make sense of the 
larger fact: that the mission to Israel must continue alongside the mission to the nations 
until Jesus returns. But interpretations (1) and (3) also have significant arguments to 



support them, and they give a more natural explanation for the need for haste in reaching 
“all the towns of Israel.” In the case of (4), v. 23 is understood in light of the preceding 
verses (vv. 16–22), as a reference to the widespread persecution that occurred prior to 
the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Jewish temple in A.D. 70. In this case, the 
judgment on Israel reflected in these events is pictured as a foreshadowing of the final 
judgment that will come upon all who reject Christ as their Savior, when Christ comes in 
power and great glory at the end of the age. 

************************* 
 
May 20 W — Reading 101 — Matt. 14:1-2; Mark 6:14-16; Luke 9:7-9 
 
Matthew 14 
1 At that time Herod the tetrarch 
heard about the fame of Jesus, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 and he said to his servants, 
“This is John the Baptist.  
 
 
He has been raised from the 
dead; that is why these 
miraculous powers are at work in 
him.”  
 
 
 
Who is This? — Matthew and Luke indicate that Herod Antipas was technically the “tetrarch,” the 
Roman administrator of the region that included Galilee, but Mark referred to him with the popular title 
“King.”  He came to this position at the age of 17 at the death of his father, Herod the Great.  John the 
Baptist was already dead by the order of Herod Antipas but he was perplexed (Luke 9:7).  He was 
now hearing about Jesus, probably His teaching and miracles, and wondered who He was.  His 
advisors probably reflected common opinions floating around the area.  The first opinion was that 
Jesus was the risen John, the belief that Herod ended up choosing.  That superstition should have 
made him not only perplexed but also fearful; he had killed someone important enough to God to be 
raised from the dead.  The second opinion was that Elijah had returned.  Elijah had not died but was 
taken up into heaven in a whirlwind accompanied by a fiery chariot (2 Kings 2:11).  The third opinion 
was that Jesus was “one of the prophets of old” (Luke 9:8) who had risen from the dead.  Notice that 
they were all religiously based opinions but they were all equally wrong.  Why had no one suggested 
to Herod that Jesus was the promised Messiah?!  It is just like today with people grasping at all kinds 
of false opinions about what is truth.  What is false is what attracts them and what is true is ignored or 
dismissed. 
 

Mark 6 
14 King Herod heard of it, for 
Jesus’ [fn] name had become 
known.  
 
Some[fn] said, “John the Baptist[fn] 

has been raised from the dead.  
 
That is why these miraculous 
powers are at work in him.”  
15 But others said, “He is Elijah.” 
And others said, “He is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of old.”  
 
16 But when Herod heard of it, he 
said, “John, whom I beheaded,  
 
 
has been raised.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(6:14) Greek his 
(6:14) Some manuscripts He 

(6:14) Greek baptizer; also vs. 24 

Luke 9 
7 Now Herod the tetrarch 
heard about all that was 
happening,  
and he was perplexed, 
because it was said by 
some that John had been 
raised from the dead, 
 
 

8 by some that Elijah had 
appeared, and by others 
that one of the prophets of 
old had risen.  
9 Herod said, “John I 
beheaded,  
but who is this about 
whom I hear such things?”  
 
 
 
 
And he sought to see him. 



Meditation: Luke 9:9 says that Herod “sought to see him.”  What was his motive?  Why did he want 
to see Jesus?  Was he interested in His teaching?  Did he want to see Him perform a miracle?  Did 
he want to find out which of the three opinions was the correct one?  The answer is given in Luke 
23:8—look it up.  Herod did get to see Jesus later when Pilate sent Him to Herod just before the 
crucifixion.  What kind of response did Herod get from Jesus?  Luke 23:9 says that Herod “questioned 
him at some length, but he made no answer.”  God doesn’t answer the questions of unbelievers; He 
only waits for their words of repentance and acceptance. 
************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
May 21 Th — Reading 102 — Matt. 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29 
 
Matthew 14 
3 For Herod had seized John and bound 
him and put him in prison for the sake 
of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,[fn] 
4 because John had been saying to him, 
“It is not lawful for you to have her.”  
5 And though he wanted to put him to 
death, he feared the people, because 
they held him to be a prophet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 But when Herod’s birthday came,  
 
 
the daughter of Herodias danced before 
the company and pleased Herod,  
 
 
7 so that he promised with an oath to 
give her whatever she might ask.  
 
 
 
 

Mark 6 
17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and 
bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because he had married her.  
18 For John had been saying to Herod,  
“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”  
 
 
 
19 And Herodias had a grudge against him  
and wanted to put him to death. But she could not,  
20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he 
heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard 
him gladly. 
21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders 
and the leading men of Galilee.  
22 For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, 
she pleased Herod and his guests.  
And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my 
kingdom.”  



 

Matthew 14 (cont.) 
 
8 Prompted by her mother,  
 
 
she said, “Give me the head of John 
the Baptist here on a platter.”  
9 And the king was sorry, but because 
of his oaths and his guests  
 
he commanded it to be given. 10 He 
sent and had John beheaded in the 
prison, 11 and his head was brought on 
a platter and given to the girl,  
and she brought it to her mother.  
12 And his disciples came and took the 
body and buried it,  
and they went and told Jesus. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(14:3) Some manuscripts his brother’s wife 

 
Flashback — In our previous reading, we saw that Herod Antipas considered Jesus to be the risen 
John the Baptist, whom he had beheaded.  At this point, Matthew and Mark insert a historical 
flashback to the circumstances that surrounded John’s death.  Herodias was a manipulating woman.  
It was at her insistence that John was imprisoned (“…for the sake of Herodias” [Matt. 14:3; Mark 
6:17]).  She was also the influence behind forcing John’s death (“…prompted by her mother” [Matt. 
14:8]).  Her husband, Herod Antipas, was a foolish and proud man.  He was foolish to make a public, 
open-ended promise to Herodias’ daughter, and then, pride for his reputation prevented him from 
refusing her manipulated request for John’s head, even though he knew it was wrong.  As John had 
said, Herod had sinned in divorcing his wife in order to marry Herodias and he also sinned in granting 
John’s head to be given to her.  Sin and manipulation in political realms—has anything changed over 
2,000 years?  These problems come from not being committed to a higher, over-riding standard that 
emboldens one to refuse the manipulations of a sin-urging society.  When we cave in to the 
pressures of suggested sin, we fall into the camp of Herod and enter its serious consequences. 
************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 6 (cont.) 
24 And she went out and said to her mother, “For what 
should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the 
Baptist.”  
25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king 
and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the 
head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  
26 And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his 
oaths and his guests  
he did not want to break his word to her.  
27 And immediately the king sent an executioner with 
orders to bring John’s[fn] head. He went and beheaded 
him in the prison 28 and brought his head on a platter and 
gave it to the girl,  
and the girl gave it to her mother.  
29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his 
body and laid it in a tomb. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(6:27) Greek his 



May 22 F — Reading 103 — Matt. 14:13-14; Mark 6:31-34; Luke 9:10b-11; John 6:1-4 
 
Matthew 14 
13 Now when Jesus 
heard this,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
he withdrew from 
there in a boat to a 
desolate place by 
himself.  
 
 
 
 
 
But when the 
crowds heard it, 
they followed him 
on foot from the 
towns.  
 
 
 
 
14 When he went 
ashore he saw a 
great crowd, and he 
had compassion on 
them  
 
 
 
 
 
 
and healed their 
sick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 6 
 

 

31 And he said to them, 
“Come away by 
yourselves to a 
desolate place and rest 
a while.” For many 
were coming and 
going, and they had no 
leisure even to eat.  
32 And they went away 
in the boat to a 
desolate place by 
themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
33 Now many saw them 
going and recognized 
them, and they ran 
there on foot from all 
the towns and got there 
ahead of them. 
  
 
 
34 When he went 
ashore he saw a great 
crowd, and he had 
compassion on them, 
because they were like 
sheep without a 
shepherd.  
 
 
And he began to teach 
them many things.  

Luke 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10b And he took them 
and withdrew apart  
 
 
 
 
 
to a town called 
Bethsaida.  
11 When the crowds 
learned it, they 
followed him,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and he welcomed 
them 
and spoke to them of 
the kingdom of God 
and cured those who 
had need of healing.   

John 6 
1 After this Jesus  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
went away  
 
 
 
to the other side of the 
Sea of Galilee, which 
is the Sea of Tiberias.  
 
 
2 And a large crowd 
was following him,  
 
 
 
 
because they saw the 
signs that he was 
doing on the sick.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 Jesus went up on the 
mountain, and there 
he sat down with his 
disciples.  
4 Now the Passover, 
the feast of the Jews, 
was at hand.  



Balancing Needs — Mark makes a point of the need for rest for Jesus and His apostles.  They 
needed to “rest a while” because “they had no leisure even to eat” (Mark 6:31).  They had just 
returned from their two-by-two mission trip and had given their report to Jesus (v. 30).  Ministry is 
exhausting; remember that when you pray for your pastors!  In order to get some time alone, they 
traveled by boat to Bethsaida, an area known today as part of the Golan Heights on the NE side of 
the Sea of Galilee.  They were looking for “a desolate place by themselves” (v. 32) for a needed 
retreat but the only rest they got was on the boat trip because when they landed, they were met by a 
very large crowd of people that had followed them for several miles by foot.  Have you ever been 
interrupted on your vacation by work?  What was your reaction?  Jesus’ reaction was that “he had 
compassion on them” (v. 34) and “he welcomed them” (Luke 9:11).  He saw their needs and He 
responded with love and help by healing those who were sick and teaching them about the kingdom 
of God.  How far most of us are from giving that kind of priority to needy people! 
 


