
May 11 M — Reading 94 — Matt. 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:42b-48 
 
Matthew 9 
20 And behold, a 
woman who had 
suffered from a 
discharge of blood for 
twelve years  
 
 
 
 
 
came up behind him 
and touched the fringe 
of his garment, 21 for 
she said to herself, "If I 
only touch his garment, 
I will be made well."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 Jesus turned,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and seeing her he said, 
"Take heart, daughter; 
your faith has made 
you well."  
 
And instantly[fn] the 
woman was made well. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:22) Greek from that hour 

Mark 5 
25 And there was a woman who 
had had a discharge of blood for 
twelve years,  
 
 
26 and who had suffered much 
under many physicians, and had 
spent all that she had, and was no 
better but rather grew worse. 
27 She had heard the reports about 
Jesus and came up behind him in 
the crowd and touched his 
garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch 
even his garments, I will be made 
well.”  
 
29 And immediately the flow of 
blood dried up, and she felt in her 
body that she was healed of her 
disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving 
in himself that power had gone out 
from him, immediately turned 
about in the crowd and said, “Who 
touched my garments?” 31 And his 
disciples said to him, “You see the 
crowd pressing around you, and 
yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 
32 And he looked around to see 
who had done it.  
 
 
 
33 But the woman, knowing what 
had happened to her, 
 came in fear and trembling and 
fell down before him and told him 
the whole truth.  
 
 
34 And he said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has made you well; go in 
peace,  
 
and be healed of your disease.” 

Luke 8 
42b As Jesus went, the people 
pressed around him. 43 And there 
was a woman who had had a 
discharge of blood for twelve 
years,  
and though she had spent all her 
living on physicians,[fn]  
she could not be healed by 
anyone.  
 
44 She came up behind him and 
touched the fringe of his garment,  
 
 
 
 
and immediately her discharge of 
blood ceased.  
 
 
 
 
45 And Jesus said, “Who was it 
that touched me?” When all 
denied it, Peter[fn] said, “Master, 
the crowds surround you and are 
pressing in on you!”  
 

 

46 But Jesus said, “Someone 
touched me, for I perceive that 
power has gone out from me.” 
47 And when the woman saw that 
she was not hidden, she came 
trembling, and falling down before 
him declared in the presence of 
all the people why she had 
touched him, and how she had 
been immediately healed.  
48 And he said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has made you well; go 
in peace.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:43) Some manuscripts omit and 
though she had spent all her living on 
physicians, 
(8:45) Some manuscripts add and those 
who were with him 



 
Just a Touch — The story about a panicked man is interrupted by the story about a panicked 
woman.  She was also desperate and had tried everything available to her to cure her 12-year bout 
with a bleeding problem.  She may have been weak from the loss of blood but she was strong in her 
faith.  She also knew about Jesus and His ability to heal people.  She took faith a step beyond what 
we have seen so far in our reading—she didn’t have to ask Jesus and He didn’t have to lay His hands 
on her.  She believed that if she could just touch not even Him, but His clothing, she would be healed.  
That is thinking-outside-the-box faith.  After 12 years of struggling and trying, one touch did it and she 
was healed instantly.  Jesus knew it, too, feeling power leaving Him.  He stopped and exposed her.  
She had been ceremonially unclean for 12 years and she had been touching many people on her way 
pressing through the crowd to get to Jesus, making them unclean as well.  No wonder that she fell 
before Jesus with “fear and trembling” (Mark 5:33) as a violator of the Law.  But there was no reproof, 
only a welcoming into His family: “Daughter…” 
 
Meditation: Do you touch with faith?  Think about the many people who were touching Jesus as they 
walked along in the crowd.  Did anything supernatural happen to them?  When you “touch” Jesus in 
prayer, does anything happen to you?  Jesus complained about people who prayed, thinking “that 
they will be heard for their many words” (Matt. 6:7).  Those are non-touching words—words without 
faith involved.  When you read the Scriptures every day, do you “touch” them in faith or do you skim 
over them to be able to check the box that you have completed your spiritual chore for the day?  Let’s 
make our contacts with God meaningful and powerful by believing that He is going to do something 
wonderful to us and for us as we read and as we pray. 
************************* 
 
  



May 12 Tu — Reading 95 — Matt. 9:23-26; Mark 5:35-43; Luke 8:49-56 
 
Matthew 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 And when Jesus 
came to the ruler's 
house and saw the 
flute players and 
the crowd making a 
commotion, 24 he 
said, "Go away, for 
the girl is not dead 
but sleeping." And 
they laughed at 
him. 25 But when the 
crowd had been put 
outside, he went in 
and took her by the 
hand,  
 
 
 
and the girl arose.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
26 And the report of 
this went through all 
that district.  
 
 
Crowd Control — In today’s reading, there are several examples of hindrances caused by the 
majority, the crowd.  The first were the messengers who came to Jairus and Jesus on their way to the 
daughter.  They said to Jairus, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more” (Luke 
8:49).  They sound well-meaning but Jesus saw it as a hindrance to faith, so He told Jairus, “Do not 
fear; only believe” (:50).  When we fear the future, we need to remember Jairus and stay with Jesus.  
When things look hopeless, we need faith.  If we understand that God is entirely good and infinitely 
powerful, we need to trust our future to Him.  The second crowd hindrance came from the 
professional mourners.  They laughed at Jesus because He said, “the girl is not dead but sleeping” 
(Matt. 9:24).  Jesus was seeing the situation through the eyes of faith.  He knew this death was real 

Mark 5 
35 While he was still speaking, there 
came from the ruler’s house some who 
said, “Your daughter is dead. Why 
trouble the Teacher any further?”  
 
36 But overhearing[fn] what they said, 
Jesus said to the ruler of the 
synagogue,  
“Do not fear, only believe.”  
 
37 And he allowed no one to follow him 
except Peter and James and John the 
brother of James. 38 They came to the 
house of the ruler of the synagogue, 
and Jesus[fn] saw a commotion, people 
weeping and wailing loudly. 39 And when 
he had entered, he said to them, “Why 
are you making a commotion and 
weeping? The child is not dead but 
sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. 
But he put them all outside and took the 
child’s father and mother and those who 
were with him and went in where the 
child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he 
said to her,  
“Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I 
say to you, arise.”  
 
42 And immediately the girl got up and 
began walking (for she was twelve 
years of age), and they were 
immediately overcome with 
amazement. 43 And he strictly charged 
them that no one should know this, and 
told them to give her something to eat. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(5:36) Or ignoring; some manuscripts hearing 
(5:38) Greek he 

 

Luke 8 
49 While he was still speaking, 
someone from the ruler’s house 
came and said, “Your daughter 
is dead; do not trouble the 
Teacher any more.”  
50 But Jesus on hearing this 
answered him,  
 
“Do not fear; only believe,  
and she will be well.” 
 51 And when he came to the 
house, he allowed no one to 
enter with him, except Peter and 
John and James, and the father 
and mother of the child. 52 And 
all were weeping and mourning 
for her, but he said, “Do not 
weep, for she is not dead but 
sleeping.” 53 And they laughed 
at him, knowing that she was 
dead.  
 
 
54 But taking her by the hand he 
called, saying,  
“Child, arise.”  
 
55 And her spirit returned,  
and she got up at once. And he 
directed that something should 
be given her to eat. 56 And her 
parents were amazed, but he 
charged them to tell no one 
what had happened. 
 



but only temporary.  He told them to “Go away…” (Matt. 9:24) and He “put them all outside” (Mark 
5:40), allowing only the parents and His three inner-core disciples to be in the room while He 
performed the miracle.  When we need to have faith in a certain situation, we should evaluate who we 
allow to influence us.  Doubters are the majority—the crowd.  Surround yourself with people of faith, 
people who have the insight to look beyond circumstances.  There was a third crowd in this story.  
They were the people who would broadcast the miracle and make it more difficult for Jesus to 
minister, so “he strictly charged them that no one should know this” (Mark 5:43).  But when the little 
girl walked out of the room into the crowd of mourners, they apparently changed from laughers to 
proclaimers, “And the report of this went through all that district” (Matt. 9:26).  The majority is often 
wrong and they often hinder what is right.  We need to pick our crowd.  Would you rather be with the 
doubting majority, focused on circumstances, or with the minority, invited to watch God at work? 
************************* 
 
May 13 W — Reading 96 — Matthew 9:27-34 
 
27 And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, "Have mercy on us, 
Son of David." 28 When he entered the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, 
"Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." 29 Then he touched their 
eyes, saying, "According to your faith be it done to you." 30 And their eyes were opened. And Jesus 
sternly warned them, "See that no one knows about it." 31 But they went away and spread his fame 
through all that district.  
 
32 As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute was brought to him. 33 

And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, 
"Never was anything like this seen in Israel." 34 But the Pharisees said, "He casts out demons by the 
prince of demons."  
 
According to Your Faith — Jesus seemed to be ignoring the two blind men as they followed him, 
perhaps because of the political stigma of their crying out, “Son of David,” a term identifying the 
Messiah.  (However, He didn’t ignore two different blind men crying out the same thing in Matt. 20:30-
32.)  But when these persistent blind men followed Him right to the house where He was staying, 
Jesus dealt privately with their need.  He asked them one question: “Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?”  It was a question about faith, faith in Jesus and His ability to heal.  Sometimes, people in 
the New Testament were healed without any mention of their faith but at least in this case, it was 
significant and necessary because it was, “According to your faith …” that they were healed.  Jesus 
often rebuked His disciples for their lack of faith and it makes me wonder how much good I forfeit 
because of my lack of faith.  It seems that we don’t lack faith in Jesus’ ability but we do often lack faith 
in His willingness.  Of course, we don’t see the whole picture of God’s will in a particular situation but 
are we using that as an excuse for not asking in faith?  Jesus said, “Ask, and you will receive, that 
your joy may be full” (John 16:24).  What you receive will be “according to your faith.” 
************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 14 Th — Reading 97 — Matt. 13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6a 
 
Matthew 13 
 
54 …and coming to his hometown  
 
he taught them in their synagogue, so that they 
were astonished, and said,  
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these 
mighty works?  
 
55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his 
mother called Mary? And are not his brothers 
James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 
56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where 
then did this man get all these things?” 
 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus 
said to them, “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his hometown  
 
and in his own household.”  
58 And he did not do many mighty works there,  
 
 
 
because of their unbelief. 
 
Hometown Hostility — There is some question about the timing of this visit of Jesus to Nazareth.  
Some think that it is the same visit described in Luke 4:16-30 when Jesus read from Isaiah in the 
synagogue (see Reading 44).  That visit ended very dramatically when the people tried to “throw him 
down the cliff” (vs. 29).  To think that the same crowd would later invite Him to teach in their 
synagogue is hard to imagine.  In either case, the event described here in Matthew and Mark also 
shows their hostility.  Here, the tension is between family familiarity and the wisdom and works of 
Jesus.  They knew Jesus; He had grown up there.  They knew and named His mother and four 
brothers.  In their minds, Jesus was ordinary, but in what they saw and heard, He was astonishing.  
How did He get from point A to point B?!  They were tied to what was common and couldn’t fathom 
what was divine, so “they took offense at him” (Matt. 13:57; Mark 6:3) and Jesus “marveled because 
of their unbelief” (Mark 6:6).  They were hostile in their unbelief and Jesus was hampered by their 
unbelief, being able to do only a few miraculous works there, since only those who believed in Him 
would bring their sick to Him.  Jesus would have acted with compassion for them if they would have 
believed and come to Him.  People today are also missing out on all the good things God wants to do 
for them but they refuse to believe and refuse to come.  That includes us.  What are we missing? 
 
Meditation:  Here are some questions to think about:  Why were Jesus’ brothers named but not His 
sisters?  Was this a cultural thing with women being looked on as second-class citizens?  Why did the 
people say that His sisters were “here with us” (Mark 6:3) but didn’t say that about Jesus’ mother and 
his brothers?  Was it because most of the family had relocated to Capernaum but the sisters had 
married men from Nazareth and stayed there?  How many sisters did Jesus have?  Mark mentions 
“his sisters” but Matthew says “all his sisters” (vs. 56).  Does Matthew’s statement suggest more than 
two?  Why wasn’t Mary’s husband Joseph mentioned?  Jesus was over 30 years old, so Joseph may 
have already died. 
************************* 

Mark 6 
1 He went away from there and  
came to his hometown,  
and his disciples followed him.  
2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were 
astonished, saying, “Where did this man get 
these things? What is the wisdom given to him? 
How are such mighty works done by his hands?  
3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon?  
And are not his sisters here with us?”  
 
And they took offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to 
them, “A prophet is not without honor,  
except in his hometown  
and among his relatives  
and in his own household.”  
5 And he could do no mighty work there,  
except that he laid his hands on a few sick 
people and healed them.  
6a And he marveled  
because of their unbelief. 



May 15 F — Reading 98 — Matt. 9:35-38; Mark 6:6b 
 
Matthew 9 
35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he 
said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest." 
 
Christ’s Compassion — There is a strong Greek word in this passage translated as “compassion.”  
In eight of the 12 times it is used in the NT, it was Jesus who was being compassionate.  Five of 
those times, He had compassion for the crowds; for the other three, His compassion was focused on 
individuals.  He was moved with compassion because of their sickness (Matt. 14:14), their grief (Luke 
7:13), and their hunger (Matt. 15:32).  Here, however, it was being without a shepherd that drew out 
His compassion.  Sheep need a shepherd and they wander and get into trouble without one.  Micah 
5:4 predicted that the promised Messiah would “shepherd” people.   
 
It should be noted that compassion is more than pity.  The dictionary says that it is “sympathetic 
consciousness of others’ distress together with a desire to alleviate it.”  Compassion desires or 
involves action.  The same Greek word used here was also used about the Good Samaritan who 
added action to his pity; he was compassionate.  Who needs your compassion today?  Even a note 
or a phone call would be doing something for them.  Maybe they need food or vacuuming or running 
an errand.  We all probably know someone who needs help. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about the laborers and the harvest.  Jesus changed the metaphor from a 
shepherd to a laborer but both are gatherers.  Jesus’ statement in Matt. 9:37-38 is repeated by Him 
later in Luke 10:2 when He sent out 72 disciples in pairs.  There, the harvesting was evangelism—
calling people to repentance.  Does it feel to you like “the harvest is plentiful” today?  Those who are 
saved will not be the majority because Jesus said that “those who find it are few” (Matt. 7:14).  Even 
1% of the world’s current population would amount to over 75 million people—that is “plentiful”!  What 
are we to do?  What did Jesus tell His disciples to do?  Was it to evangelize?  Yes, we are all 
expected to share Jesus with our friends but Jesus’ command was for His disciples to pray.  They 
were to “pray earnestly” for evangelists to be sent by God into the harvest.  When was the last time 
you asked God for that?  Jesus didn’t say to pray occasionally or casually but to “pray earnestly.”  
The sheep are “harassed and helpless” and the “harvest is plentiful.” 
 

Mark 6 
6b And he went about among 
the villages teaching. 


