
May 4 - 8 
 
May 4 M — Reading 89 — Matthew 13:44-46 
 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then 
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 
 
Kingdom Value — These two parables focus on the great value of the kingdom of heaven.  Both 
stories involve finding something extremely valuable: a buried treasure and a single pearl.  The 
treasure found in the field seems to have been discovered accidentally.  How it got there and who 
owned it at that time is not important to the story.  The fact that the man didn’t just carry the treasure 
away but legitimately bought the field shows his good character.  In order to buy the field, he had to 
sacrifice everything else he owned by selling it.  He recognized that the value of the treasure was far 
greater than his present possessions.  The other man didn’t stumble upon one most-valuable pearl, 
he was searching for it.  He suspected that there was something much better than what he had and 
he wanted to find it.  Once he found it, he was also gladly willing to sell all he owned to buy it.  How 
did you discover God’s kingdom?  Was it something already prized in your family as you grew up?  
Did you stumble upon it when someone introduced you to the Good News?  Did you know there was 
something better than the life you had and you set out to find it, maybe checking out various religions 
that ended in reading the Bible?  The kingdom described here is both personal and priceless.  It is 
more valuable than anything else connected with your life.  After discovering it, we should keep on 
valuing it.  This is also a treasure that we can give away without losing any of it. 
********************* 
 
May 5 Tu — Reading 90 — Matthew 13:47-53 
 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every 
kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but 
threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said 
to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 53 And when Jesus had finished 
these parables, he went away from there… 
 
The Dragnet — The parable of the dragnet is similar to that of the weeds (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43).  
Both involve gathering many people at “the end of the age” and separating the “good” from the “bad.”  
Do both of these stories present the same message and interpretation or is there a difference?  Since 
they were told at the same time, it would seem that He intended some difference in meaning.  Jesus 
gave us the interpretation of the weeds but not of the dragnet.  Many commentaries see this 
difference: The parable of the weeds is about the end-time harvest of all peoples on earth to be 
presented and evaluated at the final judgment, whereas the parable of the dragnet is about the net of 
the gospel that collects many people into the visible church, followed by the separation and 
punishment of those who are hypocrites or have not really been born again.  Both parables would be 
warnings but the first to the whole world and the other to the whole church.  This would be a good 
time to ask yourself, “Am I really born again?”  Paul challenges us, “Examine yourselves, to see 
whether you are in the faith.  Test yourselves.  Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you?” (2 Cor. 13:5).  What is the “test”?  Has God changed you?  Are you a “new creation” 
in Him? (2 Cor. 5:17).  Are you hanging on to sinful practices that you don’t want to let go of?  This is 
not intended to make Christians doubt their salvation but for them to make sure of their salvation. 



********************* 
 
 
May 6 W — Reading 91 — Matt. 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 
 
 
 
Matthew 8 
18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd 
around him,  
he gave orders to go over to the 
other side.  

| 
(temporarily skipped verses) 

| 
23 And when he got into the boat, 
his disciples followed him.  
 
 
 
24 And behold, there arose a 
great storm on the sea, so that 
the boat was being swamped by 
the waves;  
 
but he was asleep.  
25 And they went and woke him, 
saying, “Save us, Lord;  
we are perishing.”  
26 And he said to them, “Why are 
you afraid, O you of little faith?” 
Then he rose and rebuked the 
winds and the sea,  
 
 
and there was a great calm.  
 
 
 
 
 

27 And the men marveled, saying,  
 
“What sort of man is this, that 
even winds and sea obey him?” 
 
 
“Who is This?!” — Jesus’ disciples had already seen Him do many miraculous things, beginning 
with turning water into wine, but this instantaneous calming of a violent windstorm was in another 
category in their minds.  It caused emotional trauma.  They “marveled” in total shock and exclaimed, 
“Who then is this…?” (Luke 8:25).  Experiences like this caused spokesman Peter to later answer 
Jesus’ question about who they said He was: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 

Mark 4 
35 On that day, when evening 
had come,  
 
 
he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side.”  
 

 

36 And leaving the crowd, 
they took him with them in 
the boat, just as he was. And 
other boats were with him.  
 

 

37 And a great windstorm 
arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so that 
the boat was already 
filling. 38 But he was in the 
stern, asleep on the cushion. 
And they woke him and said 
to him, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?”  
 
 
39 And he awoke and rebuked 
the wind and said  
to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 
And the wind ceased,  
and there was a great calm.  
40 He said to them,  
“Why are you so afraid?  
Have you still no faith?”  
41 And they were filled with 
great fear and said to one 
another,  
 
“Who then is this, that even 
the wind and the sea obey 
him?” 

Luke 8 
22 One day  
 
 
 
he got into a boat with his 
disciples, and he said to 
them, “Let us go across to the 
other side of the lake.”  
 
 
 
 
So they set out, 23 and as they 
sailed he fell asleep.  
And a windstorm came down 
on the lake, and they were 
filling with water and were in 
danger.  
 
 
24 And they went and woke 
him, saying, “Master, Master, 
we are perishing!”  
 
 
And he awoke and rebuked 
the wind and the raging 
waves,  
and they ceased,  
and there was a calm.  
25 He said to them,  
 
“Where is your faith?”  
And they were afraid, and  
 
they marveled, saying to one 
another,  
“Who then is this, that he 
commands even winds and 
water, and they obey him?” 



16:16).  Do you “marvel” when you see evidence of answered prayers or are you so used to it or so 
expecting it that you take it for granted?  God can do anything!   
 
Luke says that they not only “marveled” but that “they were afraid” (Luke 8:25) at the same time.  Just 
a few minutes before, they were afraid for their lives (Matt. 13:25-26); now they were afraid when they 
realized they were in the presence of God.  That was a much different kind of fear—an awesome 
fear.  Has God ever “wowed” you that much? 
 
Meditation: Mark 4:35 says that “evening had come.”  Why was Jesus the only one asleep in the 
boat?  Stop and think about that for a minute before you go on reading.   
 
Notice in vs. 36 that as they got into the boat, they were “leaving the crowd.”  Jesus had probably 
been teaching all day, while the disciples were only listeners.  Those of you who do a lot of teaching 
know that it takes a lot out of you.  It is energy-draining.  Jesus was exhausted.  Yes, He was God, 
but He was also fully man and subject to physical limitations. 
************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 7 Th — Reading 92 — Matt. 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 
 
Matthew 8 
28 And when he came 
to the other side, to the 
country of the 
Gadarenes,[fn]  
 
two demon-possessed 
[fn] men met him, 
coming out of the 
tombs,  
 
 
 
so fierce that no one 
could pass that way.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29 And behold, they 
cried out,  
“What have you to do 
with us, O Son of 
God?  
Have you come here 
to torment us  
before the time?”  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:28) Some 
manuscripts Gergesenes; 
some Gerasenes 
(8:28) Greek daimonizomai; 
also verse 33; elsewhere 
rendered oppressed by 
demons 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 5 
1 They came to the other side of the 
sea, to the country of the 
Gerasenes[fn]. 2 And when 
Jesus[fn] had stepped out of the boat,  
immediately there met him out of the 
tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 3 He lived among the tombs.  
 
 
And no one could bind him anymore, 
not even with a chain, 4 for he had 
often been bound with shackles and 
chains, but he wrenched the chains 
apart, and he broke the shackles in 
pieces. No one had the strength to 
subdue him. 5 Night and day among 
the tombs and on the mountains he 
was always crying out and cutting 
himself with stones.  
6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, 
he ran and fell down before him.  
7 And crying out with a loud voice, he 
said,  
“What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  
 
I adjure you by God, do not torment 
me.”  
 
8 For he was saying to him, “Come 
out of the man, you unclean spirit!”  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(5:1) Some manuscripts Gergesenes; 
some Gadarenes 
(5:2) Greek he; also verse 9 

Luke 8 
26 Then they sailed to the 
country of the 
Gerasenes,[fn] which is opposite 
Galilee. 27 When Jesus[fn] had 
stepped out on land,  
there met him a man from the 
city who had demons.  
 
 
For a long time he had worn no 
clothes, and he had not lived in 
a house but among the tombs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
28 When he saw Jesus, he cried 
out and fell down before him  
and said with a loud voice,  
 
“What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God?  
I beg you, do not torment me.”  
 
 
29 For he had commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of the 
man.  
(For many a time it had seized 
him. He was kept under guard 
and bound with chains and 
shackles, but he would break 
the bonds and be driven by the 
demon into the desert.)  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:26) Some manuscripts Gadarenes; 
others Gergesenes; also verse 37 
(8:27) Greek he; also verses 38, 42 



 

Matthew 8 (cont.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 Now a herd of many 
pigs was feeding at 
some distance from 
them.  
31 And the demons 
begged him, saying, “If 
you cast us out,  
send us away into the 
herd of pigs.”  
32 And he said to them, 
“Go.” So they came out 
and went into the pigs,  
and behold, the whole 
herd  
rushed down the steep 
bank into the sea and 
drowned in the waters.  
33 The herdsmen fled, 
and going into the city 
they told everything, 
especially what had 
happened to the 
demon-possessed 
men. 
34 And behold, all the 
city came out to meet 
Jesus, and when they 
saw him,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
they begged him to 
leave their region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 5 (cont.) 
9 And Jesus asked him, “What is 
your name?” He replied, “My name 
is Legion, for we are many.” 10 And 
he begged him earnestly 
  
not to send them out of the country.  
 
11 Now a great herd of pigs was 
feeding there on the hillside,  
 
 
12 and they begged him, saying,  
 
 
“Send us to the pigs; let us enter 
them.”  
13 So he gave them permission. And 
the unclean spirits came out and 
entered the pigs; and the herd,  
 
numbering about two thousand, 
rushed down the steep bank into 
the sea and drowned in the sea. 
 

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in 
the city and in the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
And people came to see what it was 
that had happened. 15 And they 
came to Jesus and saw the demon-
possessed[fn] man, the one who had 
had the legion, sitting there, clothed 
and in his right mind, and they were 
afraid. 16 And those who had seen it 
described to them what had 
happened to the demon-possessed 
man and to the pigs.  
17 And they began to beg Jesus[fn] to 
depart from their region. 
 
 ESV Footnotes 

(5:15) Greek daimonizomai; also verses 
16, 18; elsewhere rendered oppressed by 
demons 
(5:17) Greek him 

Luke 8 (cont.) 
30 Jesus then asked him, “What 
is your name?” And he said, 
“Legion,” for many demons had 
entered him. 31 And they begged 
him  
not to command them to depart 
into the abyss.  
32 Now a large herd of pigs was 
feeding there on the hillside,  
 
 
and they begged him  
 
 
to let them enter these.  
 
So he gave them permission. 
33 Then the demons came out of 
the man and entered the pigs, 
and the herd  
 
rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake and drowned. 
 
34 When the herdsmen saw what 
had happened, they fled and 
told it in the city and in the 
country. 35 Then people went out 
to see what had happened, and  
 
 
they came to Jesus and found 
the man from whom the demons 
had gone, sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed and in his right 
mind, and they were afraid. 
36 And those who had seen it 
told them how the demon-
possessed[fn] man had been 
healed.  
 
37a Then all the people of the 
surrounding country of the 
Gerasenes asked him to depart 
from them, for they were seized 
with great fear.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(8:36) Greek daimonizomai; elsewhere 
rendered oppressed by demons 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taming the Wild — This miracle happened on the SE side of the Sea of Galilee, which was primarily 
a Gentile area, as evidenced by their raising pigs, not a likely activity for Jews.  This story tells us 
much about satanic beings.  Their primary function seems to be to destroy, which is understandable 
since Satan as their leader is called Abaddon (Hebrew for “destruction”) and Apollyon (Greek for 
“destroyer”) in Rev. 9:11.  These demons were in the process of destroying this man (Matthew tells 
us that there were actually two men) who was “cutting himself with stones” (Mark 5:5).  The demons’ 
theme of destruction was emphasized when after entering the 2,000 pigs, they destroyed them by 
drowning them in the sea.  If they couldn’t destroy the man, they would destroy pigs, which were also 
created by God.  We must realize that the activities of the sinful world around us seem attractive 
because it is part of the organized plot of Satan to destroy us believers.  Death seems inviting to a 
suicidal person; it is a trap.  Another thing we learn about demons in this story is that they have great 
power over people.  They controlled this man and they exhibited their power through him, even 
enabling him to break chains (Mark 5:4).  Toying with activities relating to powerful demons is very 
dangerous—another trap.  But we also see here that demons are completely subservient to God 
because God is all-powerful.  These demons acknowledged that Jesus was the Son of God (Matt. 
8:29) and that He had power over them, begging Him “not to command them to depart into the abyss” 
(Luke 8:31).  Jesus could tame this wild man because He is the all-powerful God. 
 
Meditation: Why did Jesus instruct this healed man to return to his friends and family “and declare 
how much God has done for you” (Luke 8:39), when in many other cases of healing people, He 
commanded them not to tell others what had happened to them.  After healing a leprous man, Jesus 
told him, “See that you say nothing to anyone…” (Mark 1:44).  After raising the synagogue ruler’s 
daughter from death, “he strictly charged them that no one should know this…” (5:43).  Could the 
difference have something to do with the location—a Jewish area vs. a Gentile area?  If so, what was 
the reason for maintaining silence among the Jews?  (See also the comments on this subject in 
Reading 63).  How about now—does Jesus want us to be silent about what God has done for us or 
does He want us to broadcast it? 
************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 5 (cont.) 
18 As he was getting into the boat,  
 
the man who had been possessed 
with demons begged him that he 
might be with him. 19 And he did not 
permit him but said to him,  
“Go home to your friends and tell 
them how much the Lord has done 
for you, and how he has had mercy 
on you.”  
20 And he went away and began to 
proclaim in the Decapolis how much 
Jesus had done for him,  
and everyone marveled. 

Luke 8 (cont.) 
37b So he got into the boat and 
returned.  
38 The man from whom the 
demons had gone begged that 
he might be with him, but Jesus 
sent him away, saying, 
39 “Return to your home, and 
declare how much God has 
done for you.”  
 
And he went away, proclaiming 
throughout the whole city how 
much Jesus had done for him. 



 
May 8 F — Reading 93 — Matt. 9:18; Mark 5:21-23; Luke 8:40-42a 
 
Matthew 9 
 

 

 

 

18 While he was saying 
these things to them, 
behold, a ruler came in 
and knelt before him, 
saying,  
 
 
 
 
"My daughter has just 
died,  
but come and lay your 
hand on her, and she 
will live."  
 
Panic Prayers — Matthew, concentrating more on themes in his Gospel arrangement, placed this 
story following the meal at his house with Jesus but Mark and Luke indicate that it actually happened 
following the encounter with the Gerasene demoniac.  Jesus was met on the shore by a crowd of 
people who wanted to be with Him.  But Jairus was in that crowd and he was in a panic.  When he left 
his house, he knew his only daughter was dying, but he had to get to Jesus.  I can imagine his grief-
stricken wife calling out to him as he was leaving, “She will be dead before you find him!”  But in 
Jairus’ mind, Jesus was the only hope.  He obviously knew about Jesus and had probably seen Him 
perform miracles of healing.  He had faith in Jesus’ ability to help.  Jairus was the synagogue ruler, so 
he was likely a Pharisee.  Most of those Jewish leaders were vigorous opponents of Jesus but not all 
of them.  Jairus, like Nicodemus, was an exception.  This respected leader fell on his knees in front of 
Jesus.  In this humble act of submission, he “implored him earnestly” (Mark 5:23).  This was a panic 
prayer: “My little daughter is at the point of death.”  At times, desperation drives us to our knees.  
Unfortunately, we often wait until our problem becomes desperate before we think to pray about it.  
Thankfully, God listens to both panic prayers and minor-problem prayers.  Perhaps, anticipating the 
inevitable, Jairus said, “My daughter has just died” (Matt. 9:18).  We will leave the story of Jairus for 
an interruption in our next reading and then get back to what happened to his daughter. 
************************* 
 
 

Mark 5 
21 And when Jesus had crossed 
again in the boat to the other side, 
a great crowd gathered about him, 
and he was beside the sea.  
 

 

22 Then came one of the rulers of 
the synagogue, Jairus by name, 
and seeing him, he fell at his 
feet 23 and implored him earnestly, 
saying,  
 
 
“My little daughter is at the point of 
death.  
Come and lay your hands on her, 
so that she may be made well and 
live.”  

Luke 8 
40 Now when Jesus returned, the 
crowd welcomed him, for they 
were all waiting for him.  
 
 

 

41 And there came a man named 
Jairus, who was a ruler of the 
synagogue. And falling at Jesus’ 
feet, he implored him to come to 
his house, 42a for he had an only 
daughter, about twelve years of 
age, and she was dying. 


