
KHW22 May 23-29 
 
May 23 Su (Optional) — Psalm 15:1-5 — Genuine Worship 

 
God wanted the Levites to have a good attitude toward their work of assisting the priests.  They 
could not rightly participate in worship if they were envious in their hearts about the privileged 
position of the priests.  As you read this psalm of David, think about your attitude when you come 
before the Lord in worship.  Do you have a pure attitude when you approach God in the Bible 
every day?  Are you wholly focused on God and His goodness when you are in church singing a 
song of worship?  We need to be pure in our relationships with people and genuine in our 
relationship with God. 

 
A Psalm of David. 
 
1    O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? 

Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
  
2    He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

and speaks truth in his heart; 
3    who does not slander with his tongue 

and does no evil to his neighbor, 
nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 

4    in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
but who honors those who fear the LORD; 

      who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5    who does not put out his money at interest 

and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
      He who does these things shall never be moved. 

****************************** 
 

May 24 M Reading 102 — 1 Chronicles 24:1-19 — The sons of Aaron 
 
1 The divisions of the sons of Aaron were these. The sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar. 2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their father and had no children, so Eleazar and 
Ithamar became the priests. 3 With the help of Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the 
sons of Ithamar, David organized them according to the appointed duties in their service. 4 Since 
more chief men were found among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar, they 
organized them under sixteen heads of fathers’ houses of the sons of Eleazar, and eight of the 
sons of Ithamar. 5 They divided them by lot, all alike, for there were sacred officers and officers of 
God among both the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar. 6 And the scribe Shemaiah, the son 
of Nethanel, a Levite, recorded them in the presence of the king and the princes and Zadok the 
priest and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the priests and of 
the Levites, one father’s house being chosen for Eleazar and one chosen for Ithamar. 
 
7 The first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 9 the 
fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 11 the ninth to 
Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, 12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 13 the thirteenth to 
Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 15 the 
seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez, 16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to 
Jehezkel, 17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul, 18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, 
the twenty-fourth to Maaziah. 19 These had as their appointed duty in their service to come into the 



house of the LORD according to the procedure established for them by Aaron their father, as the 
LORD God of Israel had commanded him. 
 
Appointed Duty — David supervised the organization of the priests for service in the future 
temple. Twice the text says that these priests were organized on the basis of the “appointed duty in 
their service” (vv. 3,19).  Why are we generally opposed to being assigned a duty?  Perhaps it is 
for two reasons: We would like to choose for ourselves according to our preference.  Also, we are 
concerned about fairness, wanting to protect ourselves from being abused.  So, fairness would be 
one reason for this distribution of priestly duties, the playing field being leveled by chance—the 
casting of the lot (like rolling dice).  Or is it really pure chance?  Prov. 16:33 says, “The lot is cast 
into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.”  Moses directed that the division of the 
Promised Land would be decided by lot (Num. 26:55).  Saul was selected as Israel’s first king by 
lot (1 Sam. 10:21).  John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah, was chosen by lot to burn incense in the 
temple before Gabriel appeared to him (Luke 1:9).  The replacement for Judas of Jesus’ disciple 
was accomplished by drawing lots (Acts. 1:26).  Sometimes we are not allowed to choose our 
duties and sometimes a duty may be handed to us by God’s choice.  What do we do with it?  
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord …” (Col. 3:23).  Work as if every assignment came 
from God! 
***************************** 
 
May 25 Tu Reading 103 — 1 Chronicles 25:1-31 — Temple leaders of music 
 
1 David and the chiefs of the service also set apart for the service the sons of Asaph, and of 
Heman, and of Jeduthun, who prophesied with lyres, with harps, and with cymbals. The list of 
those who did the work and of their duties was: 2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, 
and Asharelah, sons of Asaph, under the direction of Asaph, who prophesied under the direction of 
the king. 3 Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei,[fn] Hashabiah, and 
Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with the lyre in 
thanksgiving and praise to the LORD. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, 
Shebuel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, 
Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth. 5 All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer, according to the 
promise of God to exalt him, for God had given Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 6 They 
were all under the direction of their father in the music in the house of the LORD with cymbals, 
harps, and lyres for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the 
order of the king. 7 The number of them along with their brothers, who were trained in singing to the 
LORD, all who were skillful, was 288. 8 And they cast lots for their duties, small and great, teacher 
and pupil alike. 
 
9 The first lot fell for Asaph to Joseph; the second to Gedaliah, to him and his brothers and his 
sons, twelve; 10 the third to Zaccur, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 11 the fourth to Izri, his sons 
and his brothers, twelve; 12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 13 the sixth to 
Bukkiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 14 the seventh to Jesharelah, his sons and his brothers, 
twelve; 15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 16 the ninth to Mattaniah, his 
sons and his brothers, twelve; 17 the tenth to Shimei, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 18 the 
eleventh to Azarel, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 19 the twelfth to Hashabiah, his sons and his 
brothers, twelve; 20 to the thirteenth, Shubael, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 21 to the 
fourteenth, Mattithiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 22 to the fifteenth, to Jeremoth, his sons 
and his brothers, twelve; 23 to the sixteenth, to Hananiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 24 to 
the seventeenth, to Joshbekashah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 25 to the eighteenth, to 
Hanani, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 26 to the nineteenth, to Mallothi, his sons and his 
brothers, twelve; 27 to the twentieth, to Eliathah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 28 to the twenty-



first, to Hothir, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 29 to the twenty-second, to Giddalti, his sons and 
his brothers, twelve; 30 to the twenty-third, to Mahazioth, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 31 to the 
twenty-fourth, to Romamti-ezer, his sons and his brothers, twelve. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(25:3) One Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts lack Shimei 

 
Making Music — You may have thought that our reading for today was not too interesting.  It is 
somewhat like the first nine genealogy chapters of 1 Chronicles that we skipped over.  I did find 
some interesting things here, however.  Actually, you may have recognized some of these 
musicians’ names from our earlier reading of 1 Chron. 16:37-42.  The family heads Asaph, 
Jeduthun, and Heman were David’s main leaders for worship.  We even find their names in the 
book of Psalms, which contains some of their compositions: Asaph wrote 12, Jeduthun wrote 
three, and Heman wrote one.  Like the 24 divisions of the priests (24:1-19), there were 24 divisions 
of the music leaders.  There was a perfect arrangement of sons to fill up all 24 spots with the 24 
sons of these three men.  Who could have planned that, except God?!  By the way, some of you 
more analytical readers may have noticed name variations for four of the sons: Izri vs. Zeri (vv. 3, 
11), Jesharelah vs. Asharelah (vv. 2, 14), Azarel vs. Uzziel (vv. 4, 18), and Shubael vs. Shebuel 
(vv. 4, 20).  We can see God’s hand not only in the selection of these men but also in that He had 
made them “skillful” (v. 7) and that they “prophesied” (vv. 1, 2, 3), suggesting that God was 
motivating them to write music and perform it.  God prepared and equipped them for serving Him in 
the temple and He has also prepared and equipped us for serving Him in the Church.  Have you 
found your niche?  What are you doing now? 
***************************** 
 
May 26 W Reading 104 — 1 Chronicles 26:1-19 — Temple gatekeepers 
 
1 As for the divisions of the gatekeepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the 
sons of Asaph. 2 And Meshelemiah had sons: Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, 
Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Eliehoenai the 
seventh. 4 And Obed-edom had sons: Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the 
third, Sachar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth, 5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peullethai the 
eighth, for God blessed him. 6 Also to his son Shemaiah were sons born who were rulers in their 
fathers’ houses, for they were men of great ability. 7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael, Obed 
and Elzabad, whose brothers were able men, Elihu and Semachiah. 8 All these were of the sons of 
Obed-edom with their sons and brothers, able men qualified for the service; sixty-two of Obed-
edom. 9 And Meshelemiah had sons and brothers, able men, eighteen. 10 And Hosah, of the sons 
of Merari, had sons: Shimri the chief (for though he was not the firstborn, his father made him 
chief), 11 Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth: all the sons and brothers of 
Hosah were thirteen. 
 
12 These divisions of the gatekeepers, corresponding to their chief men, had duties, just as their 
brothers did, ministering in the house of the LORD. 13 And they cast lots by fathers’ houses, small 
and great alike, for their gates. 14 The lot for the east fell to Shelemiah. They cast lots also for his 
son Zechariah, a shrewd counselor, and his lot came out for the north. 15 Obed-edom’s came out 
for the south, and to his sons was allotted the gatehouse. 16 For Shuppim and Hosah it came out 
for the west, at the gate of Shallecheth on the road that goes up. Watch corresponded to 
watch. 17 On the east there were six each day,[fn] on the north four each day, on the south four each 
day, as well as two and two at the gatehouse. 18 And for the colonnade[fn] on the west there were 
four at the road and two at the colonnade. 19 These were the divisions of the gatekeepers among 
the Korahites and the sons of Merari. 
 



ESV Footnotes 
(26:17) Septuagint; Hebrew six Levites 
(26:18) Or court; Hebrew parbar (meaning unknown); twice in this verse 

 

Parbar — Another long list of seemingly insignificant people’s names, behind-the-scenes temple 
gatekeepers.  It might seem to be a pretty useless passage, except for what the Apostle Paul 
wrote: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).  This was the challenge taken by my former pastor, 
Dr. James Borror, who tackled a single verse in this chapter, which sounds even more useless in 
the King James Version: “At Parbar westward, four at the causeway, and two at Parbar” (1 Chron. 
26:18 KJV).  Parbar is a Hebrew word with an unknown meaning.  The ESV translates it 
“colonnade,” with a footnote possibility of “court.”  Its plural form is used in 2 Kings 23:11, where 
the KJV translates it “suburbs” and the ESV says “precincts,” but admits in a footnote that the 
meaning is unknown.  It was a place associated with the borders of the temple area.  Dr. Borror 
dug out four principles from this obscure verse and its context that can be applied to the Church:  
1) Every believer has a job, 2) Every job is important, 3) For every job, you need to be qualified, 
and 4) The greatest ability is dependability.  I would encourage you to listen to the 58-minute 
recording of this classic message at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzpcvkAGtf4.  All 
Scripture is profitable! 
***************************** 
 
May 27 Th Reading 105 — 1 Chronicles 26:20-32 — Treasurers and officers 
 
20 And of the Levites, Ahijah had charge of the treasuries of the house of God and the treasuries of 
the dedicated gifts. 21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of the Gershonites belonging to Ladan, the 
heads of the fathers’ houses belonging to Ladan the Gershonite: Jehieli.[fn] 
 
22 The sons of Jehieli, Zetham, and Joel his brother, were in charge of the treasuries of the house 
of the LORD. 23 Of the Amramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites— 24 and 
Shebuel the son of Gershom, son of Moses, was chief officer in charge of the treasuries. 25 His 
brothers: from Eliezer were his son Rehabiah, and his son Jeshaiah, and his son Joram, and his 
son Zichri, and his son Shelomoth. 26 This Shelomoth and his brothers were in charge of all the 
treasuries of the dedicated gifts that David the king and the heads of the fathers’ houses and the 
officers of the thousands and the hundreds and the commanders of the army had 
dedicated. 27 From spoil won in battles they dedicated gifts for the maintenance of the house of the 
LORD. 28 Also all that Samuel the seer and Saul the son of Kish and Abner the son of Ner and 
Joab the son of Zeruiah had dedicated—all dedicated gifts were in the care of Shelomoth[fn] and his 
brothers. 
 
29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons were appointed to external duties for Israel, as officers 
and judges. 30 Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brothers, 1,700 men of ability, had the 
oversight of Israel westward of the Jordan for all the work of the LORD and for the service of the 
king. 31 Of the Hebronites, Jerijah was chief of the Hebronites of whatever genealogy or fathers’ 
houses. (In the fortieth year of David’s reign search was made and men of great ability among 
them were found at Jazer in Gilead.) 32 King David appointed him and his brothers, 2,700 men of 
ability, heads of fathers’ houses, to have the oversight of the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-
tribe of the Manassites for everything pertaining to God and for the affairs of the king. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(26:21) The Hebrew of verse 21 is uncertain 
(26:28) Hebrew Shelomith 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzpcvkAGtf4


Separate Treasuries — Is money important to God?  Yes, for several reasons.  For one thing, it is 
important because God knows how easily it tempts people to be greedy and dishonest.  Another 
reason is that money becomes sacred when it is a gift given to God.  It is so sacred to God that He 
had the Israelites separate the money into two treasuries according to the source of the money.  
Voluntary gifts (“the treasuries of the house of God”—v. 20) were put in a separate treasury from 
the valuables taken as the spoils of war (“the treasuries of the dedicated gifts”—v. 21).  Is money 
still important to God?  Yes, and for the same reasons.  We need to fight against greed when we 
think about giving to God from our financial resources.  Are you giving voluntarily?  Are you giving 
generously?  Paul said that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7).  The New Testament doesn’t 
demand a certain percentage of the Christian’s income that should be given to the church for the 
work of God but most of us set the OT tenth as our minimum standard.  Do you separate your 
treasuries?  Have you dedicated a certain percentage of your income to go to the Lord’s work?  Do 
you treat it as sacred, setting it aside regularly at the beginning of your pay period and giving it as 
an act of worship? 
***************************** 
 
May 28 F Reading 106 — 1 Chronicles 27:1-15 — Israel’s military 
 
1 This is the number of the people of Israel, the heads of fathers’ houses, the commanders of 
thousands and hundreds, and their officers who served the king in all matters concerning the 
divisions that came and went, month after month throughout the year, each division numbering 
24,000: 
 
2 Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel was in charge of the first division in the first month; in his division 
were 24,000. 3 He was a descendant of Perez and was chief of all the commanders. He served for 
the first month. 4 Dodai the Ahohite[fn] was in charge of the division of the second month; in his 
division were 24,000. 5 The third commander, for the third month, was Benaiah, the son of 
Jehoiada the chief priest; in his division were 24,000. 6 This is the Benaiah who was a mighty man 
of the thirty and in command of the thirty; Ammizabad his son was in charge of his 
division.[fn] 7 Asahel the brother of Joab was fourth, for the fourth month, and his son Zebadiah after 
him; in his division were 24,000. 8 The fifth commander, for the fifth month, was Shamhuth the 
Izrahite; in his division were 24,000. 9 Sixth, for the sixth month, was Ira, the son of Ikkesh the 
Tekoite; in his division were 24,000. 10 Seventh, for the seventh month, was Helez the Pelonite, of 
the sons of Ephraim; in his division were 24,000. 11 Eighth, for the eighth month, was Sibbecai the 
Hushathite, of the Zerahites; in his division were 24,000. 12 Ninth, for the ninth month, was Abiezer 
of Anathoth, a Benjaminite; in his division were 24,000. 13 Tenth, for the tenth month, was Maharai 
of Netophah, of the Zerahites; in his division were 24,000. 14 Eleventh, for the eleventh month, was 
Benaiah of Pirathon, of the sons of Ephraim; in his division were 24,000. 15 Twelfth, for the twelfth 
month, was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel; in his division were 24,000. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(27:4) Septuagint; Hebrew Ahohite and his division and Mikloth the chief officer 
(27:6) Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew was his division 

 
Ready Reserves — It seems that David had a smaller full-time army that mostly protected the 
area around the capital city of Jerusalem.  After his war with the Ammonites and Syrians ended (2 
Sam. 10:19), David controlled an area of land much greater than the Promised Land boundaries.  
That kingdom had to be protected, so David used a rotating army to supplement the smaller 
standing army.  This cleverly designed national guard force of 24,000 soldiers served for only one 
month of the year, so they could spend most of their time tending their crops or business 
responsibilities.  These were “divisions that came and went, month after month throughout the 
year” (1 Chron. 27:1).  The twelve outstanding military leaders who were set in charge of these 



temporary forces were mentioned earlier in 1 Chron. 11:11-31 among David’s Mighty Men.  David 
trusted in the Lord for protection but he was also careful to be prepared for trouble.  We should 
have the same attitude about ourselves.  Our best preparation is this: “Put on the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). 
********************************** 
 
May 29 Sa (Optional) — Joshua 7:1, 10-12, 18-25 — Stealing from God 
 
We read recently about the importance of Israel’s separate treasuries for donated gifts to God and 
the valuables gained as spoils of war (1 Chron. 26:20).  Do you remember that before the earlier 
battle of Jericho, Joshua instructed the soldiers that “all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze 
and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD” (Joshua 6:19)?  As 
you read this story today, let it sink into your heart and mind about how important it is to God for us 
to be honest in our giving to Him. 

 
1 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, 
son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of 
the LORD burned against the people of Israel… 

 
10 The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they 
have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted 
things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the 
people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, 
because they have become devoted for destruction. I will be with you no more, unless you destroy 
the devoted things from among you… 

 
18 And he brought near his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son 
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the 
LORD God of Israel and give praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it 
from me.” 20 And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, 
and this is what I did: 21 when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels 
of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And see, they 
are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 

 
22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with 
the silver underneath. 23 And they took them out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all 
the people of Israel. And they laid them down before the LORD. 24 And Joshua and all Israel with 
him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons 
and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they 
brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on us? The 
LORD brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with 
fire and stoned them with stones. 
 


