
KHW21 May 16-22 
 

May 16 Su (Optional) — Psalm 109:21-32 — Praying in the Pits  
 

As Benaiah was struggling in a literal pit, we sometimes struggle in a figurative pit, as David showed 
when he wrote Psalm 109.  Look for how many kinds of struggles he mentions that he was going 
through.  Does it remind you of a similar hardship you are facing?  What reasons does David give 
for why God should help him?  What four things does David resolve to do in the midst of his trials?  
Feel free to share your answers in the “Leave a Reply” space at the bottom of this webpage. 

 
21   But you, O GOD my Lord, 

deal on my behalf for your name’s sake; 
because your steadfast love is good, deliver me! 

22   For I am poor and needy, 
and my heart is stricken within me. 

23   I am gone like a shadow at evening; 
I am shaken off like a locust. 

24   My knees are weak through fasting; 
my body has become gaunt, with no fat. 

25   I am an object of scorn to my accusers; 
when they see me, they wag their heads. 

  
26   Help me, O LORD my God! 

Save me according to your steadfast love! 
27   Let them know that this is your hand; 

you, O LORD, have done it! 
28   Let them curse, but you will bless! 

They arise and are put to shame, but your servant will be glad! 
29   May my accusers be clothed with dishonor; 

may they be wrapped in their own shame as in a cloak! 
  
30   With my mouth I will give great thanks to the LORD; 

I will praise him in the midst of the throng. 
31   For he stands at the right hand of the needy one, 

to save him from those who condemn his soul to death. 
  
****************************** 
 
  



May 17 M Reading 97 — 2 Sam. 24:1-9; 1 Chron. 21:1-6 — David’s census 

 
God’s Puzzling Will — This passage shows God’s hand in manipulating circumstances in order to 
accomplish His will.  First, it says that “the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel” (2 Sam. 
24:1).  It is puzzling that we are not told why God was displeased with Israel but their sinful actions 
and/or attitudes required them to be punished.  Next, the method God used is puzzling: He used 

2 Samuel 24 
1 Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and he  
 
incited David against them, saying, “Go, number 
Israel and Judah.” 2 So the king said to Joab, the 
commander of the army,[fn] who was with him, “Go 
through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to 
Beersheba, and number the people,  
that I may know the number of the people.”  
3 But Joab said to the king, “May the LORD your 
God add to the people a hundred times as many as 
they are,  
while the eyes of my lord the king still see it,  
 
 
but why does my lord the king delight in this thing?”  
 
 
4 But the king’s word prevailed against Joab and the 
commanders of the army. So Joab and the 
commanders of the army went out from the 
presence of the king to number the people of 
Israel. 5 They crossed the Jordan and began from 
Aroer,[fn] and from the city that is in the middle of the 
valley, toward Gad and on to Jazer. 6 Then they 
came to Gilead, and to Kadesh in the land of the 
Hittites;[fn] and they came to Dan, and from 
Dan[fn] they went around to Sidon, 7 and came to the 
fortress of Tyre and to all the cities of the Hivites 
and Canaanites; and they went out to the Negeb of 
Judah at Beersheba.  
8 So when they had gone through all the land, they 
came to Jerusalem  
at the end of nine months and twenty days.  
9 And Joab gave the sum of the numbering of the 
people to the king:  
in Israel there were 800,000 valiant men who drew 
the sword, and the men of Judah were 500,000. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(24:2) Septuagint to Joab and the commanders of the army 
(24:5) Septuagint; Hebrew encamped in Aroer 
(24:6) Septuagint; Hebrew to the land of Tahtim-hodshi 
(24:6) Septuagint; Hebrew they came to Dan-jaan and 

1 Chronicles 21 
 

 

1 Then Satan stood against Israel and 
incited David to number Israel.  
2 So David said to Joab and the 
commanders of the army,  
“Go, number Israel, from Beersheba to 
Dan, and bring me a report,  
that I may know their number.”  
3 But Joab said, “May the LORD add to 
his people a hundred times as many as 
they are!  
 
Are they not, my lord the king, all of them 
my lord’s servants?  
Why then should my lord require this? 
Why should it be a cause of guilt for 
Israel?”  
4 But the king’s word prevailed against 
Joab. So Joab departed and went  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
throughout all Israel and came back to 
Jerusalem.  
 
5 And Joab gave the sum of the 
numbering of the people to David.  
In all Israel there were 1,100,000 men 
who drew the sword, and in Judah 
470,000 who drew the sword.  
 
6 But he did not include Levi and 
Benjamin in the numbering, for the king’s 
command was abhorrent to Joab. 



Satan to incite David to sin, involving all Israel.  Exodus 30:12 required a poll tax “ransom” to be 
paid for each person counted in a census, which was apparently not done by David.  Joab knew it 
was not right and dragged his feet, not completing the count, “for the king’s command was abhorrent 
to Joab” (1 Chron. 21:6).  Many times, we are puzzled in trying to understand God’s will.  The basic 
problem is that He sees the whole picture and we don’t.  He has exact and perfect standards that 
sometimes grate against our own limited view and our concept of right and wrong.  We will see later 
that another part of God’s will in this story was to provide a place for building the temple.  How can 
we help to “unpuzzle” God’s will?  Paul tells us that we should “be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect” (Rom. 12:2).  Part of that transformation takes place as we immerse ourselves in God’s 
Word, as we have been doing faithfully this year.  Proverbs says to “not lean on your own 
understanding … [but] in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths” 
(Prov. 3:5-6).  Paul tells us we can “understand what the Lord’s will is,” which comes when we are 
“filled with the Spirit … giving thanks always…” (Eph. 5:17-20). 
 
Meditation:  We find another apparent discrepancy in our text for today.  The census numbers in 2 
Samuel total 800,000 men vs. 1,100,000 in 1 Chronicles.  The respective totals for Judah are 
500,000 and 470,000.  Here are some suggested possible explanations: 

• Judah’s 500,000 (2 Sam. 24:9) could be a round number for the more exact 470,000 (1 
Chron. 21:5), 
o Or, less likely, the 30,000 difference could represent a round number for the 24,000 

monthly-rotating standing army based in Jerusalem (cf. 1 Chron. 27:1). 
o Or, perhaps the extra 6,000 soldiers (30,000-24,000) could represent full-time soldiers, 

including David’s bodyguard force. 

• The 300,000 difference between the totals (1,100,000 – 800,000) could be a round number of 
288,000, the total of 24,000 soldiers that served one month per year (1 Chron. 27:1). 
o If there were 6,000 full-time soldiers, the 288,000 number would become 294,000, which 

is much closer to a round number of 300,000. 

• The 800,000 may have been the number reported to David but Chronicles later recorded 
subsequently discovered data, showing that the actual total number was larger. 

****************************** 
 
  



May 18 Tu Reading 98 — 2 Sam. 24:10-17; 1 Chron. 21:7-17 — David repents 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2 Samuel 24 
 

 

10 But David’s heart struck him after he had 
numbered the people. And David said to the 
LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have 
done. But now, O LORD, please take away the 
iniquity of your servant, for I have done very 
foolishly.”  
11 And when David arose in the morning, the 
word of the LORD came to the prophet Gad, 
David’s seer, saying, 12 “Go and say to David, 
‘Thus says the LORD, Three things I 
offer[fn] you. Choose one of them, that I may do 
it to you.’” 13 So Gad came to David and told 
him, and said to him,  
 
“Shall three[fn] years of famine come to you in 
your land?  
Or will you flee three months before your foes 
while they pursue you?  
 
Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your 
land? 
 
 
Now consider, and decide what answer I shall 
return to him who sent me.”  
14 Then David said to Gad, “I am in great 
distress. Let us fall into the hand of the LORD, 
for his mercy is great; but let me not fall into the 
hand of man.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(24:12) Or hold over 
(24:13) Compare 1 Chronicles 21:12, Septuagint; 
Hebrew seven 

1 Chronicles 21 
7 But God was displeased with this thing, and 
he struck Israel.  
 
8 And David said to God, “I have sinned 
greatly in that I have done this thing. But now, 
please take away the iniquity of your servant, 
for I have acted very foolishly.”  
 
 
9 And the LORD spoke to Gad, David’s seer, 
saying, 10 “Go and say to David, ‘Thus says 
the LORD, Three things I offer you; choose 
one of them, that I may do it to you.’”  
11 So Gad came to David and said to him,  
 
“Thus says the LORD, ‘Choose what you will: 
12 either three years of famine,  
 
or three months of devastation by your foes 
while the sword of your enemies overtakes 
you,  
or else three days of the sword of the LORD, 
pestilence on the land, with the angel of the 
LORD destroying throughout all the territory of 
Israel.’  
Now decide what answer I shall return to him 
who sent me.”  
13 Then David said to Gad, “I am in great 
distress. Let me fall into the hand of the 
LORD, for his mercy is very great, but do not 
let me fall into the hand of man.” 



 
 
Paying for Sins — There is a lot of evidence of inner turmoil following David’s sin of ordering a 
census, showing that he was very repentant: “David’s heart struck him … I have sinned greatly … I 
have done very foolishly … please take away the iniquity” (2 Sam. 24:10) and “David and the elders, 
clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces” (1 Chron. 21:16).  Why do we submit to sin when we know 
by experience that the guilty consequences are painful?  My former pastor, Dr. James Borror used 
to say, “You never find in sin what you enter sin to find.”  What you really end up with is inner 
turmoil.  It is interesting that in spite of the fact that David was genuinely repentant, God still 
punished him for his sin and even gave him three choices for the kind of penalty he would receive.  
More turmoil.  David said, “I am in great distress” (2 Sam. 24:14).  He had to choose between 
punishments that lasted for three years, three months, or three days.  His decision also included 
whether to accept harm from God or from man.  Perhaps a little selfishly, David chose to avoid 
man’s abuse.  Of the two remaining choices, God mercifully chose the shortest time.  We often enter 
sin to find pleasure but end up with pain—at least suffering the consequences of guilt, shame, etc.   
Sin doesn’t pay; we pay for sin. 
 
Meditation:  Why did God stop the visible “angel of the LORD” by saying, “It is enough” (2 Sam. 
24:16)?  Was it because “the appointed time” (v. 15) of three days was up?  Was it because the 
predetermined 70,000th man (v. 15) had died?  Or was it because “the angel of the LORD was by 
the threshing floor of Araunah” (v. 16)?  I like to think that it was because of where the angel was.  
The angel was suspended above Jerusalem with an outstretched sword (1 Chron. 21:16) when God 
said, “Stop!”  That reminds me of Abraham when he had his knife poised above his son Isaac when 
God said, “Stop!”  God had sent him to “the land of Moriah … on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you” (Gen. 22:2)—a specific mountain.  Moriah is a word used only twice in the Old 
Testament.  The only other time it is used identified the spot where God would tell Solomon to build 

2 Samuel 24 (cont.) 
15 So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel 
from the morning until the appointed time. 
And there died of the people from Dan to 
Beersheba 70,000 men.  
16 And when the angel stretched out his hand 
toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD 
relented from the calamity and said to the 
angel who was working destruction among 
the people, “It is enough; now stay your 
hand.” And the angel of the LORD was by 
the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 
17 Then David spoke to the LORD when he 
saw the angel who was striking the people, 
 
 
 
and said, “Behold,  
 
I have sinned, and I have done wickedly. But 
these sheep, what have they done? Please 
let your hand be against me and against my 
father’s house.” 

1 Chronicles 21 (cont.) 
14 So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel,  
 
 
and 70,000 men of Israel fell.  
15 And God sent the angel to Jerusalem to 
destroy it, but as he was about to destroy it, the 
LORD saw, and he relented from the calamity. 
And he said to the angel who was working 
destruction, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” 
And the angel of the LORD was standing by the 
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.  
16 And David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of 
the LORD standing between earth and heaven, 
and in his hand a drawn sword stretched out 
over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, 
clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.  
17 And David said to God, “Was it not I who gave 
command to number the people?  
It is I who have sinned and done great evil. But 
these sheep, what have they done? Please let 
your hand, O LORD my God, be against me and 
against my father’s house.  
But do not let the plague be on your people.” 



the temple.  It was “in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to David his 
father, at the place that David had appointed, on the threshing floor of Ornan [his Hebrew name] the 
Jebusite” (2 Chron. 3:1).  It looks like the God-directed spot where He stopped Abraham’s hand was 
the exact spot where God stopped the hand of the angel of the LORD.  Perfect plan!  Perfect timing! 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 19 W Reading 99 — 2 Sam. 24:18–25; 1 Chron. 21:18-30; 22:1 — Judgment plague is stopped 



 

2 Samuel 24 
 

 

 

 

18 And Gad came that day to David and said 
to him, “Go up, raise an altar to the LORD on 
the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 
19 So David went up at Gad’s word, as the 
LORD commanded.  
 
 
 
 
20 And when Araunah looked down, he saw 
the king and his servants coming on toward 
him. And Araunah went out and paid homage 
to the king with his face to the ground.  
21 And Araunah said, “Why has my lord the 
king come to his servant?”  
David said, “To buy the threshing floor from 
you, in order to build an altar to the LORD,  
 
that the plague may be averted from the 
people.” 22 Then Araunah said to David,  
“Let my lord the king take and offer up what 
seems good to him.  
Here are the oxen for the burnt offering and 
the threshing sledges and the yokes of the 
oxen for the wood.  
23 All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” 
And Araunah said to the king, “May the 
LORD your God accept you.”  
24 But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will 
buy it from you for a price.  I will not offer 
burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost 
me nothing.”  
So David bought the threshing floor and the 
oxen for fifty shekels[fn] of silver. 25 And David 
built there an altar to the LORD and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings.  
So the LORD responded to the plea for the 
land,  
 
 
and the plague was averted from Israel. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(24:24) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 

1 Chronicles 21 
18 Now the angel of the LORD had commanded 
Gad to say to David that David should go up and 
raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor 
of Ornan the Jebusite.  
 
 
 
19 So David went up at Gad’s word, which he had 
spoken in the name of the LORD.  
 
20 Now Ornan was threshing wheat. He turned 
and saw the angel, and his four sons who were 
with him hid themselves.  
21 As David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and 
saw David and went out from the threshing floor 
and paid homage to David with his face to the 
ground.  
 
 
22 And David said to Ornan, “Give me the site of 
the threshing floor that I may build on it an altar 
to the LORD—give it to me at its full price— 
that the plague may be averted from the people.”  
23 Then Ornan said to David,  
“Take it, and let my lord the king do what seems 
good to him.  
See, I give the oxen for burnt offerings and the 
threshing sledges for the wood and the wheat for 
a grain offering; I give it all.”  
 
 
 
24 But King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will 
buy them for the full price. I will not take for the 
LORD what is yours, nor offer burnt offerings 
that cost me nothing.”  
25 So David paid Ornan 600 shekels[fn] of gold by 
weight for the site. 26 And David built there an 
altar to the LORD and presented burnt offerings 
and peace offerings and called on the LORD, 
and the LORD[fn] answered him with fire from 
heaven upon the altar of burnt offering.  
27 Then the LORD commanded the angel, and 
he put his sword back into its sheath. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(21:25) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 
(21:26) Hebrew he 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Costly Sacrifices — Araunah was not a Jew but a Jebusite, one of the native residents of 
Jerusalem before it was conquered by David.  His Hebrew name was Ornan.  He certainly saw 
enough in that one day to convert him forever to Israel’s God, Yahweh: “He turned and saw the 
angel, and his four sons who were with him hid themselves” (1 Chron. 21:20).  Then, God ordered 
Israel’s King David to go and buy Ornan’s threshing floor at the peak of Mount Moriah in order to 
build an altar and offer a sacrifice (v. 18).  Frightened Ornan was in a very giving mood!  He said to 
David, “Take it!” (v. 23) and even volunteered to include the costly animal sacrifice, the wood, and 
the wheat for David’s altar.  David was an anxious giver in a different way.  He was very concerned 
about pleasing God, who had started the three-day plague.  David didn’t want to offer Ornan’s free 
gift as an offering to God; he wanted it to be a costly sacrifice for himself.  His famous reply was, 
“No … I will not … offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing” (v. 24).  David wanted his sacrifice to 
be a sacrifice.  Is that your attitude in giving to the Lord?  Some Christians are content to give to 
God what, if anything, is left over at the end of the month.  That is giving surplus, not sacrifice.  
Those who give at the beginning of the month, or the week, want their offering to be a sacrifice, not 
a surplus.  We do not give out of fear but out of obedience and acknowledgment of God’s goodness 
and provision. 
 
Meditation: Did you notice the difference in the amount of money David paid Ornan?  In one 
account, he paid 50 shekels of silver for “the threshing floor and the oxen” (2 Samuel 24:24) but in 1 
Chron. 21:25, he paid 600 shekels of gold “for the site.”  Since the two amounts are so greatly 
different, currently about $480 vs. $433,000, the smaller amount was apparently only for the 
immediate site of the threshing floor and the oxen, but the larger amount included the whole 
surrounding area.  Why did he buy the whole area?  He tells us in 1 Chron. 22:1: “Here shall be the 
house of the LORD God and here the altar of burnt offering for Israel.”  This was the site God had 
chosen for the temple centuries before when Abraham and Isaac presented their offering to the 
Lord.  God put His approving exclamation mark on the transaction: “[He] answered him with fire from 
heaven upon the altar of burnt offering.” 
****************************** 
 
May 20 Th Reading 100 — 1 Chron. 22:2-19 — David’s charge to Solomon 
 
2 David commanded to gather together the resident aliens who were in the land of Israel, and he set 
stonecutters to prepare dressed stones for building the house of God. 3 David also provided great 
quantities of iron for nails for the doors of the gates and for clamps, as well as bronze in quantities 
beyond weighing, 4 and cedar timbers without number, for the Sidonians and Tyrians brought great 
quantities of cedar to David. 5 For David said, “Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the 
house that is to be built for the LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, of fame and glory 

1 Chronicles 21 (cont.) 
28 At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him at 
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there. 29 For 
the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses had made in the 
wilderness, and the altar of burnt offering were at that time in the 
high place at Gibeon, 30 but David could not go before it to inquire of 
God, for he was afraid of the sword of the angel of the LORD. 
 

1 Chronicles 22 
1 Then David said, “Here shall be the house of the LORD God and 
here the altar of burnt offering for Israel.” 



throughout all lands. I will therefore make preparation for it.” So David provided materials in great 
quantity before his death. 
 
6 Then he called for Solomon his son and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the God of 
Israel. 7 David said to Solomon, “My son, I had it in my heart to build a house to the name of the 
LORD my God. 8 But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and 
have waged great wars. You shall not build a house to my name, because you have shed so much 
blood before me on the earth. 9 Behold, a son shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest. I will 
give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. For his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace 
and quiet to Israel in his days. 10 He shall build a house for my name. He shall be my son, and I will 
be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel forever.’ 
 
11 “Now, my son, the LORD be with you, so that you may succeed in building the house of the 
LORD your God, as he has spoken concerning you. 12 Only, may the LORD grant you discretion and 
understanding, that when he gives you charge over Israel you may keep the law of the LORD your 
God. 13 Then you will prosper if you are careful to observe the statutes and the rules that the 
LORD commanded Moses for Israel. Be strong and courageous. Fear not; do not be 
dismayed. 14 With great pains I have provided for the house of the LORD 100,000 talents[fn] of gold, 
a million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond weighing, for there is so much of it; timber and 
stone, too, I have provided. To these you must add. 15 You have an abundance of workmen: 
stonecutters, masons, carpenters, and all kinds of craftsmen without number, skilled in 
working 16 gold, silver, bronze, and iron. Arise and work! The LORD be with you!” 
 
17 David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, 18 “Is not the 
LORD your God with you? And has he not given you peace[fn] on every side? For he has delivered 
the inhabitants of the land into my hand, and the land is subdued before the LORD and his 
people. 19 Now set your mind and heart to seek the LORD your God. Arise and build the sanctuary 
of the LORD God, so that the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the holy vessels of God may be 
brought into a house built for the name of the LORD.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(22:14) A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms 
(22:18) Or rest (see 22:9) 

 
Predictions and Provisions — The content in this passage does not exactly fit here 
chronologically because it reaches back in time to before Solomon was born when God made 
several predictions regarding the building of the temple.  The first was that God would not allow 
David to build it, even though it was something he very much wanted to do.  God had a reason: it 
was not to be associated with war but with peace.  Has there been some good thing in your life that 
you wanted to do or have but God apparently said, “No!” to you?  Maybe it was having a child or at 
least one of a particular gender.  Perhaps it was becoming a manager at your workplace or 
becoming the owner of your own business.  It may be that God had a particular reason for denying 
that dream.  He told David His reason but He may not reveal His particular reason to us.  What God 
promised David was that a son named Solomon would be born to him that would carry out his 
father’s dream.  David could have rebelled in disappointment, deciding to do nothing but leave 
everything up to his son, but he didn’t.  He made abundant provision for the temple in order to aid 
his son to do the work God had assigned.  He provided for the success of another.  He was a 
backseat booster.  That is not a natural position for most of us; we would rather be in front.  The 
church you attend has a host of people who willingly take on tasks that are unseen by 99% of the 
other people in your church.  We have a few people who regularly come to our church to dig weeds 
out of the landscaped areas, places the paid lawncare people never get to.  I only know about them 
because I live near the church and pass by it often on my daily walks.  Are you a producer or a 



provider?  Maybe you are both in different areas.  We can be happy in either and we can be fulfilled.  
It is to please God that we serve Him. 
 
Meditation:  One interesting thing I learned as I studied this passage is the similarity of the Hebrew 
words for “Solomon” (shelomoh) and “peace” (shalom).  It seems to be an intentional play on words 
because of their closeness in God’s prediction that “his name shall be Solomon, and I will give 
peace and quiet to Israel in his days” (v. 9).  God named Solomon to fit his personality and the 
condition of the nation he would lead.  Does your name have a particular meaning?  Maybe it was 
God’s choice for you from the beginning.  My full name is Benjamin, which means, “son of my right 
hand.”  In Hebrew, “Ben” means “son.”  I am a special son in my family because I am the only one, 
growing up with two sisters.  I am also a son of God because I have been born again by His Spirit.  
That is the best kind of son! 
****************************** 
 
May 21 F Reading 101 — 1 Chron. 23:1–32; 24:20-31 — David organizes the Levites 
 
23:1 When David was old and full of days, he made Solomon his son king over Israel. 
 
2 David[fn] assembled all the leaders of Israel and the priests and the Levites. 3 The Levites, thirty 
years old and upward, were numbered, and the total was 38,000 men. 4 “Twenty-four thousand of 
these,” David said,[fn] “shall have charge of the work in the house of the LORD, 6,000 shall be 
officers and judges, 5 4,000 gatekeepers, and 4,000 shall offer praises to the LORD with the 
instruments that I have made for praise.” 6 And David organized them in divisions corresponding to 
the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 
 
7 The sons of Gershon[fn] were Ladan and Shimei. 8 The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief, and Zetham, 
and Joel, three. 9 The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth, Haziel, and Haran, three. These were the heads 
of the fathers’ houses of Ladan. 10 And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina, and Jeush and Beriah. 
These four were the sons of Shimei. 11 Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second; but Jeush and 
Beriah did not have many sons, therefore they became counted as a single father’s house. 
 
12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four. 13 The sons of Amram: Aaron and 
Moses. Aaron was set apart to dedicate the most holy things, that he and his sons forever should 
make offerings before the LORD and minister to him and pronounce blessings in his name 
forever. 14 But the sons of Moses the man of God were named among the tribe of Levi. 15 The sons 
of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer. 16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the chief. 17 The sons of Eliezer: 
Rehabiah the chief. Eliezer had no other sons, but the sons of Rehabiah were very many. 18 The 
sons of Izhar: Shelomith the chief. 19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief, Amariah the second, 
Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth. 20 The sons of Uzziel: Micah the chief and Isshiah the 
second. 
 
21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish. 22 Eleazar died having 
no sons, but only daughters; their kinsmen, the sons of Kish, married them. 23 The sons of Mushi: 
Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth, three. 
 
24 These were the sons of Levi by their fathers’ houses, the heads of fathers’ houses as they were 
listed according to the number of the names of the individuals from twenty years old and upward 
who were to do the work for the service of the house of the LORD. 25 For David said, “The LORD, 
the God of Israel, has given rest to his people, and he dwells in Jerusalem forever. 26 And so the 
Levites no longer need to carry the tabernacle or any of the things for its service.” 27 For by the last 
words of David the sons of Levi were numbered from twenty years old and upward. 28 For their duty 
was to assist the sons of Aaron for the service of the house of the LORD, having the care of the 



courts and the chambers, the cleansing of all that is holy, and any work for the service of the house 
of God. 29 Their duty was also to assist with the showbread, the flour for the grain offering, the 
wafers of unleavened bread, the baked offering, the offering mixed with oil, and all measures of 
quantity or size. 30 And they were to stand every morning, thanking and praising the LORD, and 
likewise at evening, 31 and whenever burnt offerings were offered to the LORD on Sabbaths, new 
moons, and feast days, according to the number required of them, regularly before the 
LORD. 32 Thus they were to keep charge of the tent of meeting and the sanctuary, and to attend the 
sons of Aaron, their brothers, for the service of the house of the LORD. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(23:2) Hebrew He 
(23:4) Hebrew lacks David said 
(23:7) Vulgate (compare Septuagint, Syriac); Hebrew to the Gershonite 

 
 
24:20 And of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of Shubael, 
Jehdeiah. 21 Of Rehabiah: of the sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. 22 Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; 
of the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath. 23 The sons of Hebron:[fn] Jeriah the chief,[fn] Amariah the second, 
Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. 24 The sons of Uzziel, Micah; of the sons of Micah, 
Shamir. 25 The brother of Micah, Isshiah; of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26 The sons of Merari: 
Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Jaaziah: Beno.[fn]  27 The sons of Merari: of Jaaziah, Beno, Shoham, 
Zaccur, and Ibri. 28 Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons. 29 Of Kish, the sons of Kish: Jerahmeel. 
30 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the sons of the Levites according to 
their fathers’ houses. 31 These also, the head of each father’s house and his younger brother alike, 
cast lots, just as their brothers the sons of Aaron, in the presence of King David, Zadok, Ahimelech, 
and the heads of fathers’ houses of the priests and of the Levites. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(24:23) Compare 23:19; Hebrew lacks Hebron 
(24:23) Compare 23:19; Hebrew lacks the chief 
(24:26) Or his son; also verse 27 

 
Assisting Others — Along with the tribe of Judah, from which the kings and the Messiah would 
come, the tribe of Levi was specially chosen because they were to be the religious leaders of Israel.  
The Levites were responsible to care for the physical things connected with the tabernacle (later the 
temple) and they were to support the work of one special branch of their family, the descendants of 
Aaron, who were the priests.  Do you think that the other tribes sometimes felt envious about the 
special position of the priests and Levites?  Their assigned work appeared to put them in a 
privileged place with God.  Could the Levites sometimes feel envious of the priests?  After all, “their 
duty was to assist the sons of Aaron” (1 Chron. 23:28).  In some ways, the Levites had to do the 
dirty work for the priests.  How about you?  Do you find yourself in some “unprivileged” position?  
Some teenagers might feel that way toward their parents.  A wife toward her husband.  Employees 
toward their managers.  Worshipers toward their pastors.  Again, we are reminded of Paul’s 
example: “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content” (Phil. 4:11).  The dictionary 
defines the word niche as “a comfortable or suitable position in life or employment.”  Have you found 
your niche?  Maybe not yet but in the meantime, are you content where you are?  Maybe you are 
“stuck” in your position, like the Levites.  Are you content there?  Paul said that he had to learn to be 
content.  It may not come easily but it can come through nurturing a grateful heart. 
 
Meditation: Were the Levites counted from 30 years upward or from 20 years upward?  Both are 
mentioned in the same chapter (1 Chron. 23:3, 24, 27).  God ordered Moses to take the first census 
of the Levites and the age range was from 30 to 50 (Num. 4:3).  Later, God indicated that the 
younger age had been lowered to 25 (Num. 8:23).  By the end of 2 Chronicles (31:17), the age 



range of 20 and up seems to be confirmed as the accepted standard.  Perhaps the counting here 
was done in two phases, starting with those between 30 and 50 and then adding those who were 
from 20-29 years old, like Junior Levites. 
****************************** 
 
May 22 Sa (Optional) — Psalm 19:1-14 — Worshiping God 

 
After God refused David’s desire to build the temple, he put his heart and effort into providing what 
was needed for Solomon to build it.  His desire for God overcame his disappointment over not being 
allowed to build Israel’s premier place for worship.  As you read this psalm of David, soak in the 
genuine wonder of what God has done and how worthy of worship He is. 

 
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 
 
1    The heavens declare the glory of God, 

and the sky above[fn] proclaims his handiwork. 
2    Day to day pours out speech, 

and night to night reveals knowledge. 
3    There is no speech, nor are there words, 

whose voice is not heard. 
4    Their voice[fn] goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world. 
    In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
5          which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
6    Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

  
7    The law of the LORD is perfect,[fn] 

reviving the soul; 
    the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

making wise the simple; 
8    the precepts of the LORD are right, 

rejoicing the heart; 
    the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes; 
9    the fear of the LORD is clean, 

enduring forever; 
    the rules[fn] of the LORD are true, 

and righteous altogether. 
10   More to be desired are they than gold, 

even much fine gold; 
    sweeter also than honey 

and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11   Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 

in keeping them there is great reward. 
  
12   Who can discern his errors? 

Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
13   Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

let them not have dominion over me! 



    Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. 

  
14   Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in your sight, 
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 
ESV Footnotes 
(19:1) Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:6–8 
(19:4) Or Their measuring line 
(19:7) Or blameless 
(19:9) Or just decrees 

 

• What characteristics of the sun (vv. 1-6) can be compared to the majesty and power of the 
God we worship? 

• Review the eight characteristics of God’s Word (vv. 7-11) and notice how each of them has a 
connected consequence.  Has your daily reading of the Bible increased its value in your 
heart?  How does that desire compare to your desire for gold or sweets? 

 


