
KHW19 – May 2-8 
 
May 2 Su (optional) — Psalm 133:1-3 — When Brothers Dwell in Unity  
 
A few days ago, we read about examples of family unrest.  In the royal family, there were conflicts 
between a father (David), his son (Absalom), and Absalom’s cousin, Joab.  In the national family, 
there were arguments about whether to invite David to return to Jerusalem as king.  Perhaps David 
wrote Psalm 133 at a more settled time but was thinking back upon that earlier time of conflict. 

 
A Song of Ascents. Of David. 
 
1    Behold, how good and pleasant it is 

when brothers dwell in unity![fn] 
2    It is like the precious oil on the head, 

running down on the beard, 
    on the beard of Aaron, 

running down on the collar of his robes! 
3    It is like the dew of Hermon, 

which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
    For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 

life forevermore. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(133:1) Or dwell together 

 
There are two similes (“It is like …”) in this short psalm that picture situations “when brothers dwell 
in unity.”  First, is the consecration (setting apart) of godly leaders.  Israel’s priests, the spiritual 
leaders, were anointed with oil to represent their commitment to God’s service.  The second “is like 
the dew … which falls on the mountains of Zion!”  This represents the general blessing of God on a 
nation or group of people who willingly follow His ways.  The oil of consecration involves man’s act 
of commitment and the dew of blessing is God’s response of approval.  Although not in a literal 
way, each of Christ’s followers should be dripping with the oil of commitment as we pledge 
ourselves to serve God and serve others in our family and our church.  Then, we need to be 
observant and thankful to God for the many examples of His blessing on our lives.  “Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow!” 
****************************** 
 
May 3 M Reading 87 — 2 Samuel 19:16-43 — David is met at the Jordan River 
 
16 And Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to come down with the men 
of Judah to meet King David. 17 And with him were a thousand men from Benjamin. And Ziba the 
servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen sons and his twenty servants, rushed down to the 
Jordan before the king, 18 and they crossed the ford to bring over the king’s household and to do 
his pleasure. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was about to cross the 
Jordan, 19 and said to the king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty or remember how your servant did 
wrong on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem. Do not let the king take it to heart. 20 For your 
servant knows that I have sinned. Therefore, behold, I have come this day, the first of all the house 
of Joseph to come down to meet my lord the king.” 21 Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered, “Shall 
not Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the LORD’s anointed?” 22 But David said, 
“What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should this day be as an adversary to 
me? Shall anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not know that I am this day king over 
Israel?” 23 And the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And the king gave him his oath. 



 
24 And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. He had neither taken care of his 
feet nor trimmed his beard nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he 
came back in safety. 25 And when he came to Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him, 
“Why did you not go with me, Mephibosheth?” 26 He answered, “My lord, O king, my servant 
deceived me, for your servant said to him, ‘I will saddle a donkey for myself,[fn] that I may ride on it 
and go with the king.’ For your servant is lame. 27 He has slandered your servant to my lord the 
king. But my lord the king is like the angel of God; do therefore what seems good to you. 28 For all 
my father’s house were but men doomed to death before my lord the king, but you set your servant 
among those who eat at your table. What further right have I, then, to cry to the king?” 29 And the 
king said to him, “Why speak any more of your affairs? I have decided: you and Ziba shall divide 
the land.” 30 And Mephibosheth said to the king, “Oh, let him take it all, since my lord the king has 
come safely home.” 
 
31 Now Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim, and he went on with the king to the 
Jordan, to escort him over the Jordan. 32 Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty years old. He had 
provided the king with food while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he was a very wealthy man. 33 And 
the king said to Barzillai, “Come over with me, and I will provide for you with me in 
Jerusalem.” 34 But Barzillai said to the king, “How many years have I still to live, that I should go up 
with the king to Jerusalem? 35 I am this day eighty years old. Can I discern what is pleasant and 
what is not? Can your servant taste what he eats or what he drinks? Can I still listen to the voice of 
singing men and singing women? Why then should your servant be an added burden to my lord 
the king? 36 Your servant will go a little way over the Jordan with the king. Why should the king 
repay me with such a reward? 37 Please let your servant return, that I may die in my own city near 
the grave of my father and my mother. But here is your servant Chimham. Let him go over with my 
lord the king, and do for him whatever seems good to you.” 38 And the king answered, “Chimham 
shall go over with me, and I will do for him whatever seems good to you, and all that you desire of 
me I will do for you.” 39 Then all the people went over the Jordan, and the king went over. And the 
king kissed Barzillai and blessed him, and he returned to his own home. 40 The king went on to 
Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him. All the people of Judah, and also half the people of Israel, 
brought the king on his way. 
 
41 Then all the men of Israel came to the king and said to the king, “Why have our brothers the men 
of Judah stolen you away and brought the king and his household over the Jordan, and all David’s 
men with him?” 42 All the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, “Because the king is our close 
relative. Why then are you angry over this matter? Have we eaten at all at the king’s expense? Or 
has he given us any gift?” 43 And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, “We have ten 
shares in the king, and in David also we have more than you. Why then did you despise us? Were 
we not the first to speak of bringing back our king?” But the words of the men of Judah were fiercer 
than the words of the men of Israel. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(19:26) Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate Saddle a donkey for me 

 
Avoiding Punishment and Reward — This story begins with two guilty people who were 
scrambling (“hurried … rushed”—vv. 16-17) for forgiveness.  Shimei had blatantly cursed David 
when he fled from Jerusalem (16:5-8) and now he was begging the king for mercy.  The second 
sinner was Ziba, who had lied to David about Mephibosheth (16:3), and now that he knew the king 
would learn the truth, he rushed to try to avoid punishment by doing something good.  Graciously, 
David responded to these two men by refusing to kill Shimei and by allowing Ziba to keep half of 
the property he had promised to him earlier (16:4).  Interestingly, this story then tells of two 
innocent people who were trying to avoid the rewards that David wanted to bestow on them.  The 



first was Barzillai, who had generously supplied food for David when he was fleeing from Absalom 
(17:27-29).  Now, David wanted to repay him in some way for his kindness.  But Barzillai was 
already “very wealthy” (19:32) and desired not to be honored by accompanying the king but to be 
left to spend his last few years at home.  The other innocent person was Mephibosheth who 
wanted to stay with David when he fled but was left stranded by his deceiving servant, Ziba.  David 
offered to reward Mephibosheth also but he tried to avoid the reward by graciously suggesting to 
let Ziba keep all of the property.  Well, in which camp do you find yourself more often—avoiding 
punishment or avoiding reward?  Me too!  We all generally hate being punished but love being 
rewarded.  Being rewarded is so much more comfortable than being punished.  Let’s just 
concentrate on being obedient to what we know is right in God’s sight so we can avoid His painful 
discipline! 
****************************** 
 
May 4 Tu Reading 88 — 2 Samuel 20:1-26 — Sheba’s rebellion 
 
1 Now there happened to be there a worthless man, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a 
Benjaminite. And he blew the trumpet and said, 
  

“We have no portion in David, 
and we have no inheritance in the son of Jesse; 
every man to his tents, O Israel!” 

  
2 So all the men of Israel withdrew from David and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of 
Judah followed their king steadfastly from the Jordan to Jerusalem. 
 
3 And David came to his house at Jerusalem. And the king took the ten concubines whom he had 
left to care for the house and put them in a house under guard and provided for them, but did not 
go in to them. So they were shut up until the day of their death, living as if in widowhood. 
 
4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call the men of Judah together to me within three days, and be 
here yourself.” 5 So Amasa went to summon Judah, but he delayed beyond the set time that had 
been appointed him. 6 And David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more 
harm than Absalom. Take your lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he get himself to fortified cities 
and escape from us.”[fn] 7 And there went out after him Joab’s men and the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites, and all the mighty men. They went out from Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of 
Bichri. 8 When they were at the great stone that is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them. Now 
Joab was wearing a soldier’s garment, and over it was a belt with a sword in its sheath fastened on 
his thigh, and as he went forward it fell out. 9 And Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with you, my 
brother?” And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss him. 10 But Amasa did not 
observe the sword that was in Joab’s hand. So Joab struck him with it in the stomach and spilled 
his entrails to the ground without striking a second blow, and he died. 
 
Then Joab and Abishai his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri. 11 And one of Joab’s young 
men took his stand by Amasa and said, “Whoever favors Joab, and whoever is for David, let him 
follow Joab.” 12 And Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in the highway. And anyone who came by, 
seeing him, stopped. And when the man saw that all the people stopped, he carried Amasa out of 
the highway into the field and threw a garment over him.13 When he was taken out of the highway, 
all the people went on after Joab to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 
 
14 And Sheba passed through all the tribes of Israel to Abel of Beth-maacah,[fn] and all the 
Bichrites[fn] assembled and followed him in. 15 And all the men who were with Joab came and 



besieged him in Abel of Beth-maacah. They cast up a mound against the city, and it stood against 
the rampart, and they were battering the wall to throw it down. 16 Then a wise woman called from 
the city, “Listen! Listen! Tell Joab, ‘Come here, that I may speak to you.’” 17 And he came near her, 
and the woman said, “Are you Joab?” He answered, “I am.” Then she said to him, “Listen to the 
words of your servant.” And he answered, “I am listening.” 18 Then she said, “They used to say in 
former times, ‘Let them but ask counsel at Abel,’ and so they settled a matter. 19 I am one of those 
who are peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a city that is a mother in Israel. Why 
will you swallow up the heritage of the LORD?” 20 Joab answered, “Far be it from me, far be it, that 
I should swallow up or destroy! 21 That is not true. But a man of the hill country of Ephraim, called 
Sheba the son of Bichri, has lifted up his hand against King David. Give up him alone, and I will 
withdraw from the city.” And the woman said to Joab, “Behold, his head shall be thrown to you over 
the wall.” 22 Then the woman went to all the people in her wisdom. And they cut off the head of 
Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it out to Joab. So he blew the trumpet, and they dispersed from 
the city, every man to his home. And Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king. 
 
23 Now Joab was in command of all the army of Israel; and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was in 
command of the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24 and Adoram was in charge of the forced labor; 
and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was the recorder; 25 and Sheva was secretary; and Zadok and 
Abiathar were priests; 26 and Ira the Jairite was also David’s priest. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(20:6) Hebrew and snatch away our eyes 
(20:14) Compare 20:15; Hebrew and Beth-maacah 
(20:14) Hebrew Berites 

 
Losing Your Head — The Scripture labels Sheba as a loser from the beginning of this passage, 
calling him “a worthless man” (v. 1).  He lost his head in two different ways in this story.  First, he 
greatly overestimated his own leadership ability.  When the northern tribes showed some 
dissatisfaction with David, he decided to be their leader by blowing the trumpet and calling for the 
rest of Israel to separate from the tribe of Judah.  Initially, those tribes rallied behind him (v. 2) but 
he turned out to be a spark without fuel.  By the time this “son of Bichri” (v. 1) went through all of 
Israel to the northern city of Abel, his followers had dwindled to only “all the Bichrites” (v. 14), his 
own brothers, cousins, and nephews.  One source defines “losing one’s head” as “becoming angry 
or confused or emotional to the point where you cannot think clearly” (idioms4you.com).  Before 
literally losing his head, Sheba lost his head figuratively by wrongly assuming he was a great 
charismatic leader.  Later, the Apostle Paul wrote that one should “not think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment … according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned” (Rom. 12:3).  God has gifted some of us with leadership but that will be 
revealed gradually as others rally behind us without our self-promotion.  “Let another praise you, 
and not your own mouth” (Prov. 27:2).  Don’t lose your head! 
 
Meditation: Was Amasa also a loser?  Absalom had appointed this relative to be the army general 
for his rebellion (17:24).  After the unsuccessful uprising, David appointed Amasa to replace Joab 
as the head of the king’s army (19:13).  At least Absalom and David had confidence in him.  But he 
failed to produce when David commanded him to raise a three-day army to chase after Sheba. 
Abishai was sent instead, accompanied by Joab.  Why was Amasa in Gibeon, which was in the 
territory of Benjamin, north of Jerusalem, when David told him to raise an army from Judah in the 
south?  Was he still working on raising an army?  It turned out that Gibeon was Amasa’s Waterloo.  
How about Joab?  Was he a loser?  He certainly was a strong and effective leader but he boldly 
disobeyed David’s command by killing Absalom and was demoted as a result.  He was a murderer, 
killing his rivals, Amasa and Abner (3:30).  Joab will display some additional negative character 
flaws in later stories, ending up as a loser. 



****************************** 
 
May 5 W Reading 89 — 2 Sam. 21:1-14 — Famine and the death of Saul’s sons 
 
1 Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year. And David sought 
the face of the LORD. And the LORD said, “There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his house, because 
he put the Gibeonites to death.” 2 So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. Now the 
Gibeonites were not of the people of Israel but of the remnant of the Amorites. Although the people 
of Israel had sworn to spare them, Saul had sought to strike them down in his zeal for the people 
of Israel and Judah. 3 And David said to the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you? And how shall I 
make atonement, that you may bless the heritage of the LORD?” 4 The Gibeonites said to him, “It is 
not a matter of silver or gold between us and Saul or his house; neither is it for us to put any man 
to death in Israel.” And he said, “What do you say that I shall do for you?” 5 They said to the king, 
“The man who consumed us and planned to destroy us, so that we should have no place in all the 
territory of Israel, 6 let seven of his sons be given to us, so that we may hang them before the 
LORD at Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the LORD.” And the king said, “I will give them.” 
 
7 But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Saul’s son Jonathan, because of the oath of the 
LORD that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul. 8 The king took the 
two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and 
the five sons of Merab[fn] the daughter of Saul, whom she bore to Adriel the son of Barzillai the 
Meholathite; 9 and he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the 
mountain before the LORD, and the seven of them perished together. They were put to death in 
the first days of harvest, at the beginning of barley harvest. 
 
10 Then Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on the rock, from the 
beginning of harvest until rain fell upon them from the heavens. And she did not allow the birds of 
the air to come upon them by day, or the beasts of the field by night. 11 When David was told what 
Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done,12 David went and took the bones of 
Saul and the bones of his son Jonathan from the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had stolen them from 
the public square of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had hanged them, on the day the Philistines 
killed Saul on Gilboa. 13 And he brought up from there the bones of Saul and the bones of his son 
Jonathan; and they gathered the bones of those who were hanged. 14 And they buried the bones of 
Saul and his son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin in Zela, in the tomb of Kish his father. And they 
did all that the king commanded. And after that God responded to the plea for the land. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:8) Two Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts Michal 

 
Fixing Wrong — There are several disturbing parts of this story during David’s reign.  We don’t 
know exactly when this occurred because these last four chapters of 2 Samuel are not 
chronologically arranged.  Notice that these events happened “in the days of David” (v. 1), which is 
a very general statement in terms of time.  A three-year famine caused David to wonder if it might 
have been a result of God’s displeasure, so he inquired of the Lord, which provides another 
glimpse of David’s tenderness toward God.  God responded that there was, indeed, a wrong 
involved that pointed back to Saul who killed some of the Gibeonites who had been promised 
safety by Joshua’s earlier covenant (Josh. 9:15).  How should this wrong be fixed?  Strangely, 
David asked the Gibeonites rather than the Lord (2 Sam. 21:3), and their solution was to hang 
seven “sons” of Saul.  David agreed and gave them two of Saul’s sons and five grandsons.  This 
was a huge tragedy for the two mothers, one losing two sons and the other losing five (v. 8).  It 
seems like fixing one wrong created even more problems.  Somehow, however, it satisfied God’s 
requirement for justice, and the famine ended (v. 14).  Perhaps these seven men had participated 



in the killing of the Gibeonites.  What can we take away from this story?  One would be to always 
seek the Lord when we face problems in life.  A second one might be that depending on the 
wisdom of others could result in tragedy. 
****************************** 
 
  



May 6 Th Reading 90 — 2 Sam. 21:15-22; 1 Chron. 20:4-8 — War with Philistines and their giants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Defeating Giants — Like the general time expression, “in the days of David” in the previous 
chapter, so these battles with the Philistines are summaries of events, grouped together because 
they all involved giants.  First Chronicles reports three of the four battles.  In comparing the two 
accounts, you may have noticed the variation in names: Gezer vs. Gob; Saph vs. Sippai; Jaare-
oregim vs. Jair; Shimei vs. Shimea.  There is also the important phrase “Lahmi the brother of” (1 
Chron. 20:5) that apparently got dropped from the 2 Samuel account, which has caused some 
confusion.  There were four threatening giants who were killed, one who threatened the king 
himself (2 Sam. 21:16), and an extra-digited giant who “taunted Israel” (v. 21).  You may remember 
a “giant” child who bullied you when you were little.  What are the “giants” that threaten or taunt 
you today?  Maybe you need to be helped by someone else, like when Abishai rescued David (v. 

2 Samuel 21 
15 There was war again between the Philistines 
and Israel, and David went down together with 
his servants, and they fought against the 
Philistines. And David grew weary. 16 And Ishbi-
benob, one of the descendants of the giants, 
whose spear weighed three hundred shekels[fn] 
of bronze, and who was armed with a new 
sword, thought to kill David. 17 But Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah came to his aid and attacked the 
Philistine and killed him. Then David’s men 
swore to him, “You shall no longer go out with 
us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of Israel.” 
 
18 After this there was again war with the 
Philistines at Gob. Then Sibbecai the 
Hushathite struck down Saph, who was one of 
the descendants of the giants.  
 
19 And there was again war with the Philistines 
at Gob, and Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim, 
the Bethlehemite, struck down Goliath the 
Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a 
weaver’s beam.[fn]  
20 And there was again war at Gath, where there 
was a man of great stature, who had six fingers 
on each hand, and six toes on each foot, 
twenty-four in number, and he also was 
descended from the giants. 21 And when he 
taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimei, 
David’s brother, struck him down. 22 These four 
were descended from the giants in Gath, and 
they fell by the hand of David and by the hand 
of his servants. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(21:16) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 
(21:19) Contrast 1 Chronicles 20:5, which may preserve 
the original reading 

1 Chronicles 20 
4 And after this there arose war with the 
Philistines at Gezer. Then Sibbecai the 
Hushathite struck down Sippai, who was one 
of the descendants of the giants,  
and the Philistines were subdued.  
5 And there was again war with the Philistines, 
and Elhanan the son of Jair struck down 
Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the 
shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s 
beam.  
6 And there was again war at Gath, where 
there was a man of great stature, who had six 
fingers on each hand and six toes on each 
foot, twenty-four in number, and he also was 
descended from the giants. 7 And when he 
taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, 
David’s brother, struck him down. 8 These 
were descended from the giants in Gath, and 
they fell by the hand of David and by the hand 
of his servants. 



17), or by God in some other way.  Giants are big but they are not invincible.  Jesus said, “What is 
impossible with man is possible with God” (Luke 18:27) and Paul wrote, “I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).  We can all sing this: 

 
Meditation: Let’s think about the size of these giants.  The one that Abishai killed had a bronze 
spear that weighed 300 shekels (2 Sam. 21:16).  Do you like math challenges?  How many pounds 
(or kilograms) are in 300 shekels?  Use the information in the ESV footnote and let me know what 
answer you came up with, responding to me at mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com. 
****************************** 
 
  

In the valley I know that you're with me; 
   Surely Your goodness and your mercy follow me. 
My weapons are praise and thanksgiving; 
This is how I fight my battles… 
 
It may look like I'm surrounded  
   but I'm surrounded by You; 
This is how I fight my battles… 

— Michael W. Smith (2018) 

mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com


May 7 F Reading 91 — 2 Sam. 22:1-20; Ps. 18:1-19 — David’s psalm of deliverance (1) 

 
 

2 Samuel 22 
And David spoke to the LORD the words of 
this song on the day when the LORD delivered 
him from the hand of all his enemies, and from 
the hand of Saul.  
 
2 He said, 
  
 
    “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer, 
3    my[fn] God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
    my shield, and the horn of my salvation, 

my stronghold and my refuge, 
my savior; you save me from violence. 

4    I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be 
praised, 

and I am saved from my enemies. 
  
5    “For the waves of death encompassed me, 

the torrents of destruction assailed me;[fn] 
6    the cords of Sheol entangled me; 

the snares of death confronted me. 
  
7    “In my distress I called upon the LORD; 

to my God I called. 
    From his temple he heard my voice, 

and my cry came to his ears. 
8    “Then the earth reeled and rocked; 

the foundations of the heavens trembled 
 
 
and quaked, because he was angry. 

9    Smoke went up from his nostrils,[fn] 
and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from him. 

10   He bowed the heavens and came down; 
thick darkness was under his feet. 

11   He rode on a cherub and flew; 
he was seen on the wings of the wind. 

12   He made darkness around him his canopy, 
 

thick clouds, a gathering of water. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(22:3) Septuagint (compare Psalm 18:2); Hebrew 
lacks my 
(22:5) Or terrified me 
(22:9) Or in his wrath 

Psalm 18 
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, the 
servant of the LORD, who addressed the 
words of this song to the LORD on the day 
when the LORD rescued him from the hand of 
all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.  
He said: 
 
1    I love you, O LORD, my strength. 
2    The LORD is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer, 

my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold. 
 

3    I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be 
praised, 

and I am saved from my enemies. 
  
4    The cords of death encompassed me; 

the torrents of destruction assailed me;[fn] 
5    the cords of Sheol entangled me; 

the snares of death confronted me. 
  
6    In my distress I called upon the LORD; 

to my God I cried for help. 
    From his temple he heard my voice, 

and my cry to him reached his ears. 
7    Then the earth reeled and rocked; 

 
the foundations also of the mountains 
trembled  
and quaked, because he was angry. 

8    Smoke went up from his nostrils,[fn] 
and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from him. 

9    He bowed the heavens and came down; 
thick darkness was under his feet. 

10   He rode on a cherub and flew; 
he came swiftly on the wings of the wind. 

11   He made darkness his covering, his canopy 
around him, 

thick clouds dark with water. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(18:4) Or terrified me 
(18:8) Or in his wrath 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/psa/18/2/


 
Divine Rescue — This psalm was written by David and later adapted as Psalm 18 for public 
worship.  Since it appears in these last four non-chronological chapters of 2 Samuel, it is probably 
not describing just one particular rescue by God but collectively represents several.  It is 
appropriate, however, that it does follow the description of the Philistine giants, one of which 
greatly threatened David’s life.  David did exclaim here that his enemies were “too mighty for me” 
(2 Sam. 22:18).  A psalm is poetry so we must remember that metaphorical language is used, here 
comparing God’s rescuing action with physical things like volcanos, storms, and something like 
dragons.  David’s situation was desperate and God’s deliverance was dramatic.  David needed to 
be rescued “from violence … from my enemies” (v. 3-4), from “the waves of death” (v. 5), and from 
“distress” (v. 7).  He called to the Lord for help and God responded positively and powerfully 
“because he delighted in me” (v. 20).  Isn’t that a wonderful reason?  When we are in trouble and 
our “giants” are “too mighty” for us, we have a divine refuge, and He rescues us because He loves 
us.  What a Savior! 
****************************** 
 

May 8 Sa (optional) — Psalm 11 — My Refuge  
 

Here is another psalm of David that speaks of how God becomes a place of refuge in times of 
trouble. 

2 Samuel 22 (cont.) 
13   Out of the brightness before him 

coals of fire flamed forth. 
 
 

14   The LORD thundered from heaven, 
and the Most High uttered his voice. 
 

15   And he sent out arrows and scattered them; 
 

lightning, and routed them. 
 

16   Then the channels of the sea were seen; 
the foundations of the world were laid 
bare, 

    at the rebuke of the LORD, 
at the blast of the breath of his nostrils. 

  
17   “He sent from on high, he took me; 

he drew me out of many waters. 
18   He rescued me from my strong enemy, 

from those who hated me, 
for they were too mighty for me. 

19   They confronted me in the day of my 
calamity, 

but the LORD was my support. 
20   He brought me out into a broad place; 

he rescued me, because he delighted in 
me. 

Psalm 18 (cont.) 
12   Out of the brightness before him 

hailstones and coals of fire broke through 
his clouds. 

  
13   The LORD also thundered in the heavens, 

and the Most High uttered his voice, 
hailstones and coals of fire. 

14   And he sent out his arrows and scattered 
them; 

he flashed forth lightnings and routed 
them. 

15   Then the channels of the sea were seen, 
and the foundations of the world were laid 
bare 

     at your rebuke, O LORD, 
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 

  
16   He sent from on high, he took me; 

he drew me out of many waters. 
17   He rescued me from my strong enemy 

and from those who hated me, 
for they were too mighty for me. 

18   They confronted me in the day of my 
calamity, 

but the LORD was my support. 
19   He brought me out into a broad place; 

he rescued me, because he delighted in 
me. 



 
To the choirmaster. Of David. 
1    In the LORD I take refuge; 

how can you say to my soul, 
“Flee like a bird to your mountain, 

2    for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 
they have fitted their arrow to the string 
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 

3    if the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?”[fn] 

  
4    The LORD is in his holy temple; 

the LORD’s throne is in heaven; 
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 

5    The LORD tests the righteous, 
but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. 

6    Let him rain coals on the wicked; 
fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. 

7    For the LORD is righteous; 
he loves righteous deeds; 

the upright shall behold his face. 
  

ESV Footnote 
(11:3) Or for the foundations will be destroyed; what has the righteous done? 

 
This psalm is in two stanzas (vv. 1-3 and 4-7).  The first presents the theme that God is our 
place of refuge, our protection.  It also asks a question (…how can you say…?), suggesting 
that our natural tendency is to flee in fear during times of trouble.  But it is to God’s heavenly 
throne we are to flee when enemies led by the devil’s influence attack us.  The second stanza 
reveals that God uses our troubles as a strengthening test for our faith: “The LORD tests the 
righteous…”—v. 5).  He also promises judgment for the wicked (v. 6) and rewards for the 
righteous (v. 7).  What is the most difficult trial you are going through today?  Try to look at it 
from the perspective of Psalm 11 as something within God’s control, which He is using to 
strengthen you. 

 


