
March 2-6, 2020 
 
March 2 — Reading 44 — Luke 4:16-30 — Murder on the Sabbath?  
 
Luke 4 
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,  
 
18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
        because he has anointed me  
        to proclaim good news to the poor.  
     He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives  
        and recovering of sight to the blind,  
        to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  
 
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing." 22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were 
coming from his mouth. And they said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 23 And he said to them, "Doubtless 
you will quote to me this proverb, 'Physician, heal yourself.' What we have heard you did at 
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well." 24 And he said, "Truly, I say to you, no prophet is 
acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of 
Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all 
the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 
woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers[fn] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, 
and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian." 28 When they heard these things, all in 
the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought 
him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 

But passing through their midst, he went away.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(4:27) Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13 

 
Comment: It might not have been as direct as Jesus’ declaration to the Samaritan woman at the well 
that He was the Messiah (“I who speak to you am he”—Lk. 4:26) but He was also declaring to these 
Jews in Nazareth that He was the Messiah.  Quoting from Isaiah 61, He said, “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me” (Luke 4:18).  That could have been said about any prophet from God but the Spirit 
showed up in a special physical form, descending upon Jesus after John baptized Him and a voice 
from heaven declared, “This is my beloved Son…” (Matt. 3:17).  More than a prophet!  Next, Jesus 
read, “… he has anointed me,” referring to being the Messiah, meaning “the Anointed One”!  So far, 
the passage was pointing to the Person of the Messiah, then it shifted to His mission.  His mission 
was one of proclaiming two things, the good news and liberty, but even John “preached good news” 
(Luke 3:18).  Were these people of Nazareth thinking, “Maybe he is a prophet”?  Then this Person in 
Isaiah added His purpose: “…to set at liberty those who are oppressed.”  It is one thing to proclaim 
liberty but quite another to accomplish it.  The Messiah was to be a deliverer.  After reading, Jesus’ 
own statement was equivalent to what He said in Samaria: “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing” (4:21).  “I am that Messiah!” 
 
At this point, I can almost hear them saying, “Okay, maybe this is the Messiah” since “all spoke well 
of him” (:22).  But their thinking soon shifted to questioning because he was a local boy (“Is not this 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lev/13/1-59


Joseph’s son?”), not from Bethlehem, from where they expected the Messiah to come.  Then Jesus 
dropped the proverbial bomb that exposed their hearts’ unwillingness to accept even God’s prophet, 
reminding them that because both Elijah and Elisha were generally rejected by the Jews of their day, 
God sent them to the Gentile widow and the Gentile Naaman.  That did it!  Their prejudice against 
Gentiles overwhelmed them as it would be repeated later when Paul hit on the same subject (Acts 
22:21-22).  And these Jews tried to murder Jesus on the Sabbath!  They were willing to follow God’s 
messenger or Messiah as long as He said what they wanted to hear.  God looks at the heart and He 
knows mankind completely.  Sometimes, Christians also “spoke well of him” but at the same time 
they are harboring questions, doubts, and even rebellion in their hearts.  We all have done that, too.  
Our primary aim should not be to please God with our words but to make sure of the genuineness of 
our belief and love. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about Jesus “passing through their midst” (4:30).  How did He do that?  It 
sounds so calm and controlled.  He had been in the center or head of a mob who “were filled with 
wrath” (:28) and who “drove him out of the town” (:29), intending to “throw him down the cliff.”  Do you 
see a miraculous deliverance involved here?  How do you think it might have happened?  How might 
this compare to Peter’s miraculous release from prison in Acts 12:6-10?  Is anything impossible with 
God?  Prisons?  Ha!  Mobs?  Ha! 
************************** 
 
March 3 — Reading 45 — Matt. 4:13-17; Mark 1:14b-15; Luke 4:31a — From Battered to Blessed  
 
Matthew 4 
[12 Now when he heard that John had 
been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee,] (see Reading 38)   
 
13 And leaving Nazareth he went and 
lived in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14 so that what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
 
15 "The land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali,  
      the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  
16 the people dwelling in darkness  
      have seen a great light,  
   and for those dwelling in the region 
and shadow of death,  
      on them a light has dawned."  
 
17 From that time Jesus began to 
preach, saying, "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand."  
 
 
Comment: Although Matthew mentioned nothing about the reason Jesus moved his residence from 
Nazareth to Capernaum, Luke provided it for us in our previous reading about the violent rejection of 
Jesus in the synagogue.  But Matthew does let us know why the first and primary parts of Jesus’ 
ministry was in Galilee rather than in Jerusalem: it was predicted through the prophet Isaiah.  Zebulun 

Mark 1 
14a [Now after John was arrested,  
Jesus came into Galilee,]   
(see Reading 38) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14b proclaiming the gospel of God 
15 and saying, "The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent and believe in 
the gospel."  

 
Luke 4 
 

31a And he went down 
to Capernaum,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a city of Galilee. 



and Naphtali were two of the most northern tribes when Israel took over the Promised Land but their 
location made them vulnerable to the future invading armies of Syria and Assyria from the north.  
Matthew left out part of Isaiah 9:1, which tells us, “In the former time he brought into contempt” these 
two tribal areas “but in the latter time he has made [them] glorious.”  God would move them from 
being battered to being blessed.  Then Matthew goes on to quote about this Galilean area moving 
from darkness to light.  That light was Jesus the Messiah.  How do we know Isaiah was referring to 
the Messiah?  Matthew also left out that part.  Four verses later in Isaiah, the Messiah is clearly 
revealed: 

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
    and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

 
Galilee, the first in Israel to receive God’s punishment for sin became the first to receive God’s 
Sacrifice for sin.  They who were formerly in contempt were finally exposed to glory.  That is a picture 
of our own lives, too.  Before Christ, the Messiah, came into our lives to be our Savior, we were living 
in the darkness and bondage of sin.  But when we yielded our lives to Him, we were ushered into the 
kingdom of light, ruled by the Son of righteousness. 
 
Meditation:  Compare the main message of Jesus in Matt. 4:17 with that of John the Baptist in Matt. 
3:2.  Do you see any difference?  Compare that statement above in Matt. 4:17 with its column-
equivalent in Mark 1:14b.  Do you see any difference there?  Does it make any difference?  It is 
interesting that although Matthew used the expression, “the kingdom of God” five times, he is the only 
Gospel writer that used, “the kingdom of heaven” (32 times).  You will notice later in our readings that 
these two expressions are used interchangeably eight more times compared to Mark and Luke (Matt. 
5:3; 10:7: 11:11; 13:11, 31, 33; 19:14, 23).  Everything said about the “kingdom of heaven” is also 
true of the “kingdom of God.” 
**************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
March 4 — Reading 46 — Matt. 4:18; Mark 1:16; Luke 5:1-11a — The Obedient Professional 
 
Matthew 4 
18 While walking by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
(who is called Peter) and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the 
sea, for they were fishermen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: The details of the story in Matthew and Mark show that they describe an earlier event 
than the one in Luke’s account.  The two stories are somewhat meshed together in this reading and 
the next. 

Mark 1 
16 Passing alongside the Sea 
of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew the brother of Simon 
casting a net into the sea, for 
they were fishermen.  

Luke 5 
1 On one occasion, while the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 
he was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the 
lake, but the fishermen had gone out of 
them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting 
into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, 
he asked him to put out a little from the 
land. And he sat down and taught the 
people from the boat. . 4 And when he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put 
out into the deep and let down your nets for 
a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, 
we toiled all night and took nothing! But at 
your word I will let down the nets.”  
 
6 And when they had done this, they 
enclosed a large number of fish, and their 
nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the 
boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But 
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all 
who were with him were astonished at the 
catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so 
also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 
And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men.” 
[fn] 11a And when they had brought their 
boats to land… 
  

ESV Footnotes 
(5:10) The Greek word anthropoi refers here to both 
men and women 



 
Peter’s response to Jesus’ command to take the boat out for another try at catching fish was a reply 
of doubt, not disrespect, beginning his objection with the respectful title, “Master” (Luke 5:5).  After all, 
Peter was the professional fisherman—what could a carpenter know about fishing?!  But Peter 
already knew Jesus was no ordinary man.  When his brother Andrew brought him to Jesus, he called 
Him the Messiah (John 1:41) and he had spent quite a bit of time with Jesus since that first meeting.  
He saw Him drive the moneychangers out of the temple and had seen Him do the same “signs” that 
Nicodemus had seen.  So, the fisherman submitted to the “Master” Carpenter and said, “But at your 
word I will let down the nets.”  Peter was willing to work in response to Jesus’ word, although it went 
completely contrary to his professional better judgment.  Do God’s commands to you always make 
sense?  Do you sometimes find yourself thinking, “Yeah, but…”?  Jesus did know everything about 
fishing and God also knows everything in our lives—what we ought to do to gain the most satisfaction 
and perform the greatest service to Him and to others.  Let’s be willing to pull up the anchor and say, 
“Okay, Lord, I don’t understand but ‘at your word’ I will do it.” 
 
Meditation:  Think about the catch of fish that Peter’s obedience had produced.  How many 
expressions in the text emphasize the unusualness and greatness of the catch?  Does it remind you 
of a similar miracle Jesus performed with fisherman Peter after the Resurrection? (See John 21.)  
What do both of these miracles say to you about the gifts that God provides?  Is He reluctant or 
stingy? 
**************************** 
 
March 5 — Reading 47 — Matt. 4:19-22; Mark 1:17-20; Luke 5:11b — Follow Me!  
 
Matthew 4 
19 And he said to them, 
"Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men." [fn] 20 

Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 21 

And going on from there he 
saw two other brothers, 
James the son of Zebedee 
and John his brother, in the 
boat with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets, 
and he called them. 22 

Immediately they left the 
boat and their father and 
followed him.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(4:19) The Greek 
word anthropoi refers here to both 
men and women 

 
 
Comment: Prior to this calling of Peter and Andrew, we know of only Philip to whom Jesus gave the 
command, “Follow me!” (John 1:45).  Certainly, Peter, Andrew, John, and Nathaniel also became 
followers of Jesus at that earlier time but Christ’s call became more certain and permanent here.  
Later, Matthew would also be called by Jesus with this “Follow me!” command (Matt. 9:9) but none of 
the other Twelve were called that way as far as we know.  Jesus also challenged the rich young ruler 

Mark 1 
17 And Jesus said to them, 
"Follow me, and I will make 
you become fishers of men." 
[fn] 18 And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 19 

And going on a little farther, 
he saw James the son of 
Zebedee and John his 
brother, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20 And 
immediately he called them, 
and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired servants and followed 
him.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:17) The Greek 
word anthropoi refers here to both 
men and women 

Luke 5 
11b … they left everything 
and followed him. 



with this command but he refused to obey (Matt. 19:21).  “Follow me!” was Jesus’ strong invitation to 
be trained by the Master.  At this calling by the Sea of Galilee, it was a challenge to leave their 
primary occupations in order to be continually with Jesus for training.  The earlier call may have been 
more for training in personal discipleship; this later call was more for training in ministry to others.  
Does Jesus’ “Follow me!” also apply to us Christians today?  I think it does, at least in the sense of a 
call to personal discipleship.  At one time, Jesus said to a large crowd of people, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34).  All of us 
believers need to be trained by Christ and what better way than to start with a study of the Gospels 
that tell the story of Jesus and His teachings?!  You are going to school this year! 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about Zebedee for a bit.  Matt. 4:21 is the only place where we actually “meet” 
him in the Gospels.  He was in his boat with business-partner sons, James and John.  All of a 
sudden, Jesus walked by, called to the brothers and they jumped out of the boat and left their father.  
Were there other brothers?  Did Zebedee approve?  Was Zebedee left alone?  Mark 1:20 tells us that 
he was left “with the hired servants” so it may have been a large business that could afford the loss of 
two sons.  We can see here, however, that the cost of discipleship is paid for not only by the ones 
who respond but also by the ones who are left behind.  There are thousands of parents today whose 
children and grandchildren are living in a foreign country as missionaries because they are following 
Jesus.  If the parents are believers, it is helpful but it is still a cost.  When you pray for missionaries, 
pray also for their Zebedee. 
****************************  
 
March 6 — Reading 48 — Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 — Amazing Authority  

 
 
Comment: Peter was one of those fishermen who followed Jesus at His recent invitation and he was 
present at this exorcism in the Capernaum synagogue.  It is widely felt that Peter was the primary 

Mark 1 
21 And they went into Capernaum, and 
immediately on the Sabbath he entered the 
synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they 
were astonished at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one who had authority, and not as the 
scribes.  
23 And immediately there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And 
he cried out, 24 "What have you to do with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are—the Holy One of 
God." 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be 
silent, and come out of him!" 26 And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out 
with a loud voice, came out of him.  
27 And they were all amazed, so that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, "What 
is this? A new teaching with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him." 28 And at once his fame spread 
everywhere throughout all the surrounding 
region of Galilee.  

Luke 4 
31 [And he went down to Capernaum, a city of 
Galilee.] (see Reading 45) 
And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, 32 

and they were astonished at his teaching, for 
his word possessed authority.  
 
33 And in the synagogue there was a man 
who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and 
he cried out with a loud voice, 34 "Ha! [fn] What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are—the Holy One of God." 35 But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, "Be silent and come out 
of him!" And when the demon had thrown 
him down in their midst, he came out of him, 
having done him no harm. 36 And they were 
all amazed and said to one another, "What is 
this word? For with authority and power he 
commands the unclean spirits, and they 
come out!" 37 And reports about him went out 
into every place in the surrounding region.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(4:34) Or Leave us alone 



source of what Mark wrote in his Gospel, so we are reading an eyewitness account.  Jesus’ primary 
ministry was that of teaching, so He headed with His few disciples to the synagogue to teach.  Other 
rabbis and scribes normally taught there but the people had never heard anyone teach as Jesus did.  
The people “were astonished at his teaching” (Mark 1:22) and what impressed them the most was the 
authority of His teaching.  The scribes would quote others to support what they had to say but Jesus 
was the authority—the source.  It wasn’t “…because Gamaliel said so,” it was “…because I said so!”  
The Greek word for “teaching” here can refer to either the method of teaching or its content.  The 
people were probably amazed in both ways.  The way Jesus taught was captivating and what He said 
was crucial.  It made people think about God and their relationship with Him.  It was food for the soul.  
These people were not only amazed at Jesus’ authority in teaching but they were also amazed that 
“with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” (Luke 4:36).  Jesus 
showed His authority in what He said and what He did.  Are you amazed at Jesus?  When you read 
about things He said, does your mouth drop in wonder?  It should—this is God speaking.  When you 
read about the miracles He did to free people from physical and spiritual afflictions, does it astonish 
you?  Such power!  Awesome authority. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about a great contrast in this story—that between good and evil.  The man 
who cried out in the synagogue was controlled by Satan.  Luke 4:33 says that he “had the spirit of an 
unclean demon” in him.  Two descriptions of evil, “unclean” and “demon.”  The demon was the cause 
and “unclean” was the effect.  But what did the demon say about Jesus?  The demon said, “you are 
… the Holy One of God” (:34).  That is the ultimate in contrasts—unclean and holy—soiled and 
sacred.  I don’t know what evil intent the demon had in publicly acknowledging this fact but the 
statement was true.  Although we are not possessed by demons, we often are plagued by the 
uncleanness of our sinful nature that opposes God and tries to drag us into sin’s bondage.  Our 
solution is to keep our eyes on “the Holy One of God.” 
*********************** 
 


