
KH March 21-27 
 
March 21 Su (optional) — Joshua 7:1-13 — Overconfidence  
 
Just as we read about the Canaanites’ overconfidence in their ability to defend their fortified city of 
Jebus, so the people of Israel in Joshua’s day were overconfident about their ability to conquer the 
city of Ai because of how the walls of Jericho had fallen for them.  It is also possible today for 
believers to be overconfident in our own ability in ministry, forgetting that it is God who provides the 
power. 

 
1 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son 
of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the 
LORD burned against the people of Israel. 

 
2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, “Go 
up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And they returned to Joshua and 
said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and 
attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So about three thousand 
men went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai killed 
about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them at 
the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as water. 

 
6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until the 
evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, O 
Lord GOD, why have you brought this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what 
can I say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! 9 For the Canaanites and all the 
inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And 
what will you do for your great name?” 

 
10 The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they 
have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted 
things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the people 
of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, because they 
have become devoted for destruction.[fn]  I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted 
things from among you. 13 Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for 
tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, God of Israel, “There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. 
You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.”  
 
ESV Footnote 
(7:12) That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction) 

 

• The initial problem is stated in v. 1: “Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things…” 

• This chapter continues by explaining how Achan was discovered and then punished because 
of his disobedience. 

**************************** 
 
March 22 M Reading 57 — 1 Chron. 12:23–40 — Celebration at Hebron 
 
23 These are the numbers of the divisions of the armed troops who came to David in Hebron to turn 
the kingdom of Saul over to him, according to the word of the LORD. 24 The men of Judah bearing 
shield and spear were 6,800 armed troops. 25 Of the Simeonites, mighty men of valor for war, 



7,100. 26 Of the Levites 4,600. 27 The prince Jehoiada, of the house of Aaron, and with him 
3,700. 28 Zadok, a young man mighty in valor, and twenty-two commanders from his own fathers’ 
house. 29 Of the Benjaminites, the kinsmen of Saul, 3,000, of whom the majority had to that point kept 
their allegiance to the house of Saul. 30 Of the Ephraimites 20,800, mighty men of valor, famous men 
in their fathers’ houses. 31 Of the half-tribe of Manasseh 18,000, who were expressly named to come 
and make David king. 32 Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their kinsmen under their command. 33 Of Zebulun 50,000 seasoned 
troops, equipped for battle with all the weapons of war, to help David[fn] with singleness of 
purpose. 34 Of Naphtali 1,000 commanders with whom were 37,000 men armed with shield and 
spear. 35 Of the Danites 28,600 men equipped for battle. 36 Of Asher 40,000 seasoned troops ready 
for battle. 37 Of the Reubenites and Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh from beyond the Jordan, 
120,000 men armed with all the weapons of war. 
 
38 All these, men of war, arrayed in battle order, came to Hebron with a whole heart to make David 
king over all Israel. Likewise, all the rest of Israel were of a single mind to make David king. 39 And 
they were there with David for three days, eating and drinking, for their brothers had made 
preparation for them. 40 And also their relatives, from as far as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, 
came bringing food on donkeys and on camels and on mules and on oxen, abundant provisions of 
flour, cakes of figs, clusters of raisins, and wine and oil, oxen and sheep, for there was joy in Israel. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(12:33) Septuagint; Hebrew lacks David 

 
“Long Live the King!” — This was quite the celebration in Hebron as all Israel supported David as 
their king.  Over 300,000 fighting men were there, men who could be called together at any time to 
fight against Israel’s enemies.  Three crowd qualities are mentioned here.  First, they were united: 
“with a whole heart … of a single mind” (v. 38).  They were a gigantic team.  Secondly, they were 
obedient: They had come “to turn the kingdom of Saul over to [David], according to the word of the 
LORD” (v. 23).  It was not just a physical and political unity; they were united spiritually, wanting to 
follow God’s directions.  Yahweh was their Lord; making David their king was in obedience to what 
He had promised through Samuel.  Thirdly, they were joyful: “for there was joy in Israel” (v. 40).  Their 
joy was the result of their obedience.  The Church of Jesus Christ should be characterized by the 
same qualities of unity, obedience, and joy.  Our king is Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  
Long live the King!  For eternity! 
**************************** 



March 23 Tu Reading 58 — 2 Sam. 6:1-11; 1 Chron. 13:1-14 — Uzzah's death in attempt to return 
the ark 

 
 

1 Chronicles 13 
1 David consulted with the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, with 
every leader. 2 And David said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it seems good 
to you and from the LORD our God, let us send abroad to our brothers who 
remain in all the lands of Israel, as well as to the priests and Levites in the 
cities that have pasturelands, that they may be gathered to us. 3 Then let us 
bring again the ark of our God to us, for we did not seek it[fn] in the days of 
Saul.” 4 All the assembly agreed to do so, for the thing was right in the eyes 
of all the people. 

2 Samuel 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1 David again gathered all the chosen men of 
Israel, thirty thousand.  
 
2 And David arose and went with all the people 
who were with him from Baale-judah  
to bring up from there the ark of God, which is 
called by the name of the LORD of hosts who 
sits enthroned on the cherubim. 3 And they 
carried the ark of God on a new cart and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which 
was on the hill.  
And Uzzah and Ahio,[fn] the sons of Abinadab, 
were driving the new cart, 4 with the ark of 
God,[fn] and Ahio went before the ark. 
 
5 And David and all the house of Israel were 
celebrating before the LORD, with songs[fn] and 
lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets 
and cymbals.  
 
6 And when they came to the threshing floor of 
Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of 
God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled.  
7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Uzzah, and God struck him down there 
because of his error, and he died there beside 
the ark of God.  
8 And David was angry because the LORD had 
broken out against Uzzah. And that place is 
called Perez-uzzah[fn] to this day. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(6:3) Or and his brother; also verse 4 
(6:4) Compare Septuagint; Hebrew the new cart, 4 and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the 
hill, with the ark of God 
(6:5) Septuagint, 1 Chronicles 13:8; Hebrew fir trees 
(6:8) Perez-uzzah means the breaking out against Uzzah 

 

5 So David assembled all Israel from the 
Nile[fn] of Egypt to Lebo-hamath, to bring the 
ark of God from Kiriath-jearim.  
6 And David and all Israel went up to Baalah, 
that is, to Kiriath-jearim that belongs to Judah,  
to bring up from there the ark of God, which is 
called by the name of the LORD who sits 
enthroned above the cherubim. 7 And they 
carried the ark of God on a new cart, from the 
house of Abinadab,  
 
and Uzzah and Ahio[fn] were driving the cart.  
 
 
 

8 And David and all Israel were celebrating 
before God with all their might, with song and 
lyres and harps and tambourines and cymbals 
and trumpets. 
 
9 And when they came to the threshing floor of 
Chidon, Uzzah put out his hand to take hold of 
the ark, for the oxen stumbled.  
10 And the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Uzzah, and he struck him down 
because he put out his hand to the ark, and 
he died there before God.  
11 And David was angry because the 
LORD had broken out against Uzzah. And 
that place is called Perez-uzza[fn] to this day. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(13:3) Or him 
(13:5) Hebrew Shihor 
(13:7) Or and his brother 
(13:11) Perez-uzza means the breaking out against 
Uzzah 



 
Close Enough? — This story began very well.  David wanted to bring the ark of the covenant to the 
newly-conquered City of David, Jerusalem.  He asked the advice of his “commanders … every leader 
… [and] all the assembly of Israel” (1 Chron. 13:1-2).  He also wanted it to be “from the LORD” (v. 2).  
He got the approval of the people: “All the assembly agreed to do so, for the thing was right in the 
eyes of all the people” (v. 4).  All aboard?  No; David didn’t consult the Lord.  He didn’t need a 
prophet, however, because God had already given specific instructions about how the ark should be 
moved.  David should have been aware of it and the priests and Levites certainly should have known 
it.  It was in the Torah: 

• It was built with rings and poles for carrying it (Ex. 25:10-15). 

• Only those from the tribe of Levi were to carry it (Deut. 10:8). 

• Only the Levite sons of Kohath could carry it but they could not touch the ark “lest they die” 
(Num. 4:15). 

• It had to be carried on their shoulders (Num. 7:9). 
 
Didn’t any of them remember that God struck down 70 men at Beth-shemesh (1 Sam. 6:19) when 
they looked into the ark after it was returned by the Philistines?  The ark was holy because upon it the 
presence of Yahweh was displayed.  Although they had known all this, perhaps they still concluded 
that transporting it on a new cart was “close enough.”  Wrong!  When well-meaning Uzzah touched 
the ark to keep it from falling after the oxen stumbled, God struck him dead.  That stopped the 
parade!  David responded first in anger (1 Chron. 13:11) and then in fear (v. 12).  He was probably 
angry because he thought God had gone too far.  If we also don’t understand that action of God, then 
we lack understanding of His holiness.  After David realized that close enough was not good enough 
for Yahweh, he postponed the trip until he had made sure to do it right.  Is God serious about our 
treating Him as holy?  Sadly, many Christians today seem to have a rather careless attitude toward 
God, thinking that close enough is good enough for a loving, forgiving God.  However, He is also holy 
and just.  Resolve today to raise your standard a notch or two when you talk to God, when you talk 
about Him, or when you are tempted to think that partial obedience is close enough! 
**************************** 
 
March 24 W Reading 59 — Psalm 132:1-18 — Reflections on moving the ark 
 
A Song of Ascents. 
1    Remember, O LORD, in David’s favor, 
       all the hardships he endured, 
2    how he swore to the LORD 
       and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 
3    “I will not enter my house 
       or get into my bed, 
4    I will not give sleep to my eyes 

2 Samuel 6 (cont.) 
9 And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and 
he said, “How can the ark of the LORD come to 
me?” 10 So David was not willing to take the ark 
of the LORD into the city of David. But David took 
it aside to the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite. 11 And the ark of the LORD remained in 
the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three 
months, and the LORD blessed Obed-edom and 
all his household. 

1 Chron. 13 (cont.) 
12 And David was afraid of God that day, and 
he said, “How can I bring the ark of God 
home to me?” 13 So David did not take the 
ark home into the city of David, but took it 
aside to the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite. 14 And the ark of God remained with 
the household of Obed-edom in his house 
three months. And the LORD blessed the 
household of Obed-edom and all that he had. 



       or slumber to my eyelids, 
5    until I find a place for the LORD, 
       a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 
  
6    Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; 
       we found it in the fields of Jaar. 
7    “Let us go to his dwelling place; 
       let us worship at his footstool!” 
  
8    Arise, O LORD, and go to your resting place, 
       you and the ark of your might. 
9    Let your priests be clothed with righteousness, 
       and let your saints shout for joy. 
10   For the sake of your servant David, 
       do not turn away the face of your anointed one. 
  
11   The LORD swore to David a sure oath 
       from which he will not turn back: 
    “One of the sons of your body[fn]  
       I will set on your throne. 
12   If your sons keep my covenant 
       and my testimonies that I shall teach them, 
    their sons also forever 
       shall sit on your throne.” 
  
13   For the LORD has chosen Zion; 
       he has desired it for his dwelling place: 
14   “This is my resting place forever; 
       here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 
15   I will abundantly bless her provisions; 
       I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
16   Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 
       and her saints will shout for joy. 
17   There I will make a horn to sprout for David; 
       I have prepared a lamp for my anointed. 
18   His enemies I will clothe with shame, 
       but on him his crown will shine.” 
  
ESV Footnote 
(132:11) Hebrew of your fruit of the womb 

 
Satisfying Desires — This psalm was written much later but reflects back on the event of moving the 
ark to Jerusalem.  There are four important statements about desires in this psalm.  The first one was 
David’s desire that there would be a permanent place for the ark of the covenant where Yahweh 
could be worshiped.  He vowed not to rest “until I find a place for the LORD” (v. 5).  The second 
desire was God’s desire: “For the LORD has chosen Zion; he has desired it for his dwelling place” (v. 
13).  The third desire was that of Israel’s people to worship God there: “Let us go to his dwelling 
place; let us worship at his footstool” (v. 7).  The fourth was God’s desire, coming in the form of a 
conditional promise to David: “If your sons keep my covenant … their sons also forever shall sit on 
your throne” (v. 12).  The first and third desires were satisfied by moving the ark to Jerusalem, 
establishing a symbolic dwelling place for Yahweh.  The people’s desire was satisfied by going there 
to worship.  The title of this psalm is “A Song of Ascents,” which would be sung by the people as they 



journeyed up to the elevated city of Jerusalem to worship God.  God’s final desire for the obedience 
of David’s descendant-kings was partially satisfied, which is the main subject of the remainder of our 
readings this year.  Although we have churches today, we don’t need a place to worship; we can 
worship God anywhere.  We are also sons and daughters of the King of Kings, so we should be 
focused on satisfying our Lord’s desire for our obedience, wherever we are. 
**************************** 
 
March 25 Th Reading 60 — 2 Sam. 5:11-16; 1 Chron. 14:1–7 — David’s house and children in 
Jerusalem 

 
God’s Blessings — These closely paralleled passages are summaries of David’s long reign in 
Jerusalem and of God’s blessings bestowed upon him.  The voluntary help of King Hiram of Tyre 
represented the respect that surrounding nations had for David.  It was this help that provided the 
evidence for David to conclude, “that the LORD had established him king over Israel, and that he had 
exalted his kingdom…” (2 Sam. 5:12).  The other evidence of God’s blessing was the 13 children 
born to David.  (The two additional sons, Elpelet and Nogah, mentioned in 1 Chron. 14:5-6 may have 
died early).  Although it was not considered to be a sin to have more than one wife, David seems to 
have violated God’s command that Israel’s kings “shall not acquire many wives for himself” (Deut. 
17:17).  Nevertheless, God “established” and “exalted” David as king because his heart was basically 
desiring to please the Lord.  That is grace.  It is also the way God deals with us today.  Although we 
are prone to sin and drift away from complete allegiance to Him, God graciously gives us blessings to 
enjoy.  It would be good to stop right now to thank God, naming the many blessings you think of that 
He has given to you. 
**************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Chron. 14 
1 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to 
David, and cedar trees, also masons and 
carpenters to build a house for him. 2 And 
David knew that the LORD had established him 
as king over Israel, and that his kingdom was 
highly exalted for the sake of his people Israel. 
 
3 And David took more wives in Jerusalem, and 
David fathered more sons and daughters. 
4 These are the names of the children born to 
him in Jerusalem:  
 
Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5 Ibhar, 
Elishua, Elpelet, 6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 
7 Elishama, Beeliada and Eliphelet. 

2 Samuel 5 
11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to 
David, and cedar trees, also carpenters and 
masons who built David a house. 12 And David 
knew that the LORD had established him king 
over Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for the sake of his people Israel. 
 
13 And David took more concubines and wives 
from Jerusalem, after he came from Hebron, 
and more sons and daughters were born to 
David. 14 And these are the names of those 
who were born to him in Jerusalem: 
Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 
15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, 
Eliada, and Eliphelet. 



March 26 F Reading 61 — 2 Sam. 5:17-25; 1 Chron. 14:8–17 — David defeats the Philistines 

 
 
 
 
 
Inquiring of the Lord — When David had become king over all Israel, the Philistines wanted to test 
his strength, so they marched up the Valley of Rephaim, leading to Jerusalem from the southwest.  
Although David had a large army for his use, he didn’t depend on its strength; he turned to the Lord.  
Sometimes when we are faced with problems, we evaluate our resources and feel confident that we 
can handle them.  We don’t even think about inquiring of the Lord.  But David knew that God was all-
wise and all-powerful and that He would tell him what to do.  He got the go-ahead from God and 
defeated the Philistines, carrying away their discarded “lucky idols” and burning them.  Maybe the 

1 Chronicles 14 
8 When the Philistines heard that David had 
been anointed king over all Israel, all the 
Philistines went up to search for David.  
But David heard of it  
 
and went out against them.  
9 Now the Philistines had come and made a 
raid in the Valley of Rephaim. 10 And David 
inquired of God, “Shall I go up against the 
Philistines? Will you give them into my 
hand?” And the LORD said to him, “Go up, 
and I will give them into your hand.”  
11 And he went up to Baal-perazim, and 
David struck them down there. And David 
said, “God has broken through[fn] my enemies 
by my hand, like a bursting flood.” Therefore 
the name of that place is called Baal-
perazim. 12 And they left their gods there, and  
 
David gave command, and they were 
burned. 
 
13 And the Philistines yet again made a raid in 
the valley. 14 And when David again inquired 
of God, God said to him, “You shall not go up 
after them; go around and come against 
them opposite the balsam trees. 15 And when 
you hear the sound of marching in the tops of 
the balsam trees, then go out to battle, for 
God has gone out before you to strike down 
the army of the Philistines.” 16 And David did 
as God commanded him, and they struck 
down the Philistine army from Gibeon to 
Gezer.  
17 And the fame of David went out into all 
lands, and the LORD brought the fear of him 
upon all nations. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(14:11) Baal-perazim means Lord of breaking through 

2 Samuel 5 
17 When the Philistines heard that David had 
been anointed king over Israel, all the Philistines 
went up to search for David.  
But David heard of it  
and went down to the stronghold.  
 
18 Now the Philistines had come and spread out 
in the Valley of Rephaim. 19 And David inquired 
of the LORD, “Shall I go up against the 
Philistines? Will you give them into my hand?” 
And the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I will 
certainly give the Philistines into your hand.” 
20 And David came to Baal-perazim, and David 
defeated them there. And he said, “The 
LORD has broken through my enemies before 
me like a breaking flood.” Therefore the name of 
that place is called Baal-perazim.[fn] 21 And the 
Philistines left their idols there, and David and 
his men carried them away. 
 
 
 
22 And the Philistines came up yet again and 
spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 23 And 
when David inquired of the LORD, he said, “You 
shall not go up; go around to their rear, and 
come against them opposite the balsam trees. 
24 And when you hear the sound of marching in 
the tops of the balsam trees, then rouse yourself, 
for then the LORD has gone out before you to 
strike down the army of the Philistines.” 25 And 
David did as the LORD commanded him, and 
struck down the Philistines from Geba to Gezer. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(5:20) Baal-perazim means Lord of breaking through 



Philistines concluded that David was just lucky the first time, so they came back sometime later to 
challenge him again.  Was David confident that since he had defeated them once, he could do it 
again?  Maybe.  But he still went to the Lord to ask what he should do.  Surprisingly, God gave him 
different directions for the second battle.  This is another reason why we should not depend on our 
own strength and wisdom: God doesn’t always want us to use the same approach.  The second time, 
God provided a miraculous sound of marching in the tops of trees to signal David and to probably 
distract, confuse, and frighten the Philistines.  Another victory—a different way.  The main lesson in 
this story is contained in the twice-repeated phrase, “David inquired of the LORD” (2 Sam. 5:19, 23).  
Always ask God what to do!  Lasting victories follow that mindset. 
**************************** 
 
March 27 Sa (optional) — Psalm 136:1-26 — Counting God’s blessings 

 
When we looked recently at the summary of God’s blessings to David (2 Sam. 5:11-16; 1 Chron. 
14:1–7), I challenged you to stop and thank God for all the blessings you could think of that he has 
given to you.  Our psalm for today forces us to do that.  It is filled with the recognition of, and gratitude 
for, the many examples of what God has done.  You might discover a few blessings mentioned here 
that you hadn’t thought of before. 

 
1    Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2    Give thanks to the God of gods, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3    Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
4    to him who alone does great wonders, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
5    to him who by understanding made the heavens, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
6    to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
7    to him who made the great lights, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8    the sun to rule over the day, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9    the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
10   to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
11   and brought Israel out from among them, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
12   with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
13   to him who divided the Red Sea in two, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
14   and made Israel pass through the midst of it, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
15   but overthrew[fn] Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
16   to him who led his people through the wilderness, 



       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
17   to him who struck down great kings, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
18   and killed mighty kings, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
19   Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
20   and Og, king of Bashan, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
21   and gave their land as a heritage, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
22   a heritage to Israel his servant, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever. 
  
23   It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
24   and rescued us from our foes, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever; 
25   he who gives food to all flesh, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever. 
  
26   Give thanks to the God of heaven, 
       for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(136:15) Hebrew shook off 

 

• How many times in these 26 verses does the statement, “…for his steadfast love endures 
forever” appear? 
o Is this just because it forms the structure of the poem or is it there for emphasis? 
o Could it also be that this is what God wants us to be most thankful for? 

 


