
KH March 14-20 
 

March 14 Su (optional) — 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:1-23 — Perceived Competition  
 
We labeled the competition between the 12 best warriors from the armies of Joab and Abner as being 
senseless.  There was another kind of competition going on within the Corinthian church.  How did 
Paul look at this?  Was it also senseless? 

 
1 Corinthians 1 

10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it 
has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I 
mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 
follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say 
that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I 
do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach 
the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 
 

1 Corinthians 3 
1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 
Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet 
ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of 
the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I 
follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to 
each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, 
and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are 
God’s field, God’s building. 
 
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay 
a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one’s work will become 
manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort 
of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, 
but only as through fire. 
 
16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
 
18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become 
a fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He 
catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they 
are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are Christ’s, 
and Christ is God’s. 
 

• What were Paul’s solutions for correcting the competitive situation in that church? 

• Did God reveal to you any ungodly competition going on in your mind? 



****************************** 
 
March 15 M Reading 52 — 2 Sam. 3:1-21; 1 Chron. 3:1-4a — Abner defects to David 

 

1 Chron. 3:1-4a 
 
 
 
 
 
1 These are the sons of David who were born to 
him in Hebron: the firstborn, Amnon, by 
Ahinoam the Jezreelite;  
the second, Daniel, by Abigail the Carmelite,  
 

2 the third, Absalom, whose mother was 
Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of 
Geshur;  
the fourth, Adonijah, whose mother was 
Haggith;  
3 the fifth, Shephatiah, by Abital;  
the sixth, Ithream, by his wife Eglah;  
4 six were born to him in Hebron, where he 
reigned for seven years and six months. 

2 Sam. 3:1-5 
1 There was a long war between the house of 
Saul and the house of David. And David grew 
stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul 
became weaker and weaker. 
 
2 And sons were born to David at Hebron: his 
firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam of Jezreel; 
  
3 and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the widow 
of Nabal of Carmel;  
and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; 
  
4 and the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;  
 
and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital;  
5 and the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah, David’s wife.  
These were born to David in Hebron. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shifting Loyalty — We continue to see the strong leadership and pride of Abner in this passage.  In 
spite of knowing that “the LORD has sworn … to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul [to 
David]” (2 Sam. 3:9-10), Abner continued “making himself strong in the house of Saul” (v. 6).  He was 
proud of his loyalty to Saul: “To this day I keep showing steadfast love to the house of Saul” (v. 8).  It 
sounds good but Abner was knowingly going against God’s expressed will.  He was even going 
against the desires of the elders of Israel, to whom he admitted, “…you have been seeking David as 
king over you” (v. 17).  Sometimes we also seem to feel like we have a better idea than God.  We like 
to be in control, wanting to do what we think is right even if it goes against what God has clearly said 
in His Word.  Abner apparently added to his rebellious ways through sexual sin with Saul’s concubine 
(v. 7).  When Ish-bosheth confronted him about this sin, Abner seemed to have a change of heart—or 
did he?  He certainly shifted his loyalty from Saul’s family to David but it seems to have been done in 

2 Sam. 3:6-21 
6 While there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner was 
making himself strong in the house of Saul. 7 Now Saul had a concubine whose name 
was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. And Ish-bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you 
gone in to my father’s concubine?” 8 Then Abner was very angry over the words of Ish-
bosheth and said, “Am I a dog’s head of Judah? To this day I keep showing steadfast 
love to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not 
given you into the hand of David. And yet you charge me today with a fault concerning 
a woman. 9 God do so to Abner and more also, if I do not accomplish for David what 
the LORD has sworn to him, 10 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and set 
up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, from Dan to Beersheba.” 11 And 
Ish-bosheth could not answer Abner another word, because he feared him. 
 
12 And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf,[fn] saying, “To whom does the 
land belong? Make your covenant with me, and behold, my hand shall be with you to 
bring over all Israel to you.” 13 And he said, “Good; I will make a covenant with you. But 
one thing I require of you; that is, you shall not see my face unless you first bring 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come to see my face.” 14 Then David sent 
messengers to Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me my wife Michal, for whom I 
paid the bridal price of a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.” 15 And Ish-bosheth sent 
and took her from her husband Paltiel the son of Laish. 16 But her husband went with 
her, weeping after her all the way to Bahurim. Then Abner said to him, “Go, return.” 
And he returned. 
 
17 And Abner conferred with the elders of Israel, saying, “For some time past you have 
been seeking David as king over you. 18 Now then bring it about, for the LORD has 
promised David, saying, ‘By the hand of my servant David I will save my people Israel 
from the hand of the Philistines, and from the hand of all their enemies.’” 19 Abner also 
spoke to Benjamin. And then Abner went to tell David at Hebron all that Israel and the 
whole house of Benjamin thought good to do. 
 
20 When Abner came with twenty men to David at Hebron, David made a feast for 
Abner and the men who were with him. 21 And Abner said to David, “I will arise and go 
and will gather all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a covenant with you, 
and that you may reign over all that your heart desires.” So David sent Abner away, 
and he went in peace. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:12) Or where he was; Septuagint at Hebron 



an angry reaction to Ish-bosheth’s challenge.  The big question is, did he really shift from a position of 
pleasing himself to wanting to please God?  That is a question for us as well.  Is pleasing God the 
true and fundamental motive for the things we do? 
 
Meditation: Poor Paltiel!  Don’t you feel sorry for him?  Saul had given his daughter Michal to David 
as his wife and she loved him (1 Sam. 18:27-28).  When Saul tried to trap David in his house, Michal 
showed her love by helping him escape through an upper window (19:12).  After David fled, Saul 
gave Michal to Paltiel as a wife (25:44).  David had not divorced her but she was a helpless pawn 
being moved by her father.  So, what do you think?  Who deserved Michal as a wife, David or Paltiel?  
Paltiel obviously loved her, showing it as he followed, “weeping after her” (2 Sam. 3:16).  What did 
God think about it?  Jesus said that when people become married, “they are no longer two but one 
flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate” (Matt. 19:6).  Saul had done 
wrong by giving Michal to Paltiel; she remained David’s wife.  I still hurt for Paltiel. 
****************************** 
 
March 16 Tu Reading 53 — 2 Sam. 3:22-39 — Joab kills Abner 
 
22 Just then the servants of David arrived with Joab from a raid, bringing much spoil with them. But 
Abner was not with David at Hebron, for he had sent him away, and he had gone in peace. 23 When 
Joab and all the army that was with him came, it was told Joab, “Abner the son of Ner came to the 
king, and he has let him go, and he has gone in peace.” 24 Then Joab went to the king and said, 
“What have you done? Behold, Abner came to you. Why is it that you have sent him away, so that he 
is gone? 25 You know that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you and to know your going out and 
your coming in, and to know all that you are doing.” 
 
26 When Joab came out from David’s presence, he sent messengers after Abner, and they brought 
him back from the cistern of Sirah. But David did not know about it. 27 And when Abner returned to 
Hebron, Joab took him aside into the midst of the gate to speak with him privately, and there he 
struck him in the stomach, so that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 28 Afterward, when 
David heard of it, he said, “I and my kingdom are forever guiltless before the LORD for the blood of 
Abner the son of Ner. 29 May it fall upon the head of Joab and upon all his father’s house, and may 
the house of Joab never be without one who has a discharge or who is leprous or who holds a 
spindle or who falls by the sword or who lacks bread!” 30 So Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner, 
because he had put their brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon. 
 
31 Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, “Tear your clothes and put on 
sackcloth and mourn before Abner.” And King David followed the bier. 32 They buried Abner at 
Hebron. And the king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people 
wept. 33 And the king lamented for Abner, saying,  
 
      “Should Abner die as a fool dies?   
34     Your hands were not bound;  
         your feet were not fettered;  
      as one falls before the wicked  
         you have fallen.” 
  
And all the people wept again over him. 35 Then all the people came to persuade David to eat bread 
while it was yet day. But David swore, saying, “God do so to me and more also, if I taste bread or 
anything else till the sun goes down!” 36 And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them, as 
everything that the king did pleased all the people. 37 So all the people and all Israel understood that 
day that it had not been the king’s will to put to death Abner the son of Ner. 38 And the king said to his 
servants, “Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel? 39 And I was 



gentle today, though anointed king. These men, the sons of Zeruiah, are more severe than I. The 
LORD repay the evildoer according to his wickedness!” 
 
The Gentle and the Severe — In this passage, David claimed to be “gentle” and described Joab as 
being only “more severe” (v. 39).  The king even seems to act cowardly toward Joab, as if he were 
afraid of him.  Joab, David’s nephew, rather disrespectfully censured the king: “What have you 
done?” (v. 24).  Not a word of response from David is recorded.  Joab speculated to David that Abner 
“came to deceive you” (v. 25) yet it was Joab who deceived Abner when he later “took him aside … to 
speak with him privately” (v. 27) and then killed him.  That is being very severe!  Earlier, David had 
the Amalekite executed because he claimed he had killed Saul (1:15) yet David did nothing to Joab 
for his revenge killing, except to say about him, “The LORD repay the evildoer according to his 
wickedness!” (v. 39).  Was David wrong here?  He certainly seems to be weak but on the other hand, 
“everything that the king did pleased all the people” (v. 36).  God’s blessing was upon David’s life and 
He was using him in spite of his weaknesses.  Does that give you hope?  We would certainly rather 
be known as “gentle” instead of “severe,” even if it made us appear to be weak.  The same Hebrew 
word for “gentle” is used in an interesting verse in Proverbs that could connect to David’s “weakness” 
here: “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Prov. 15:1).  Perhaps 
David was being gentle in his response to Joab.  Jesus said, “…I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls” (Matt. 11:29).  Let’s choose to be gentle today! 
****************************** 
 
March 17 W Reading 54 — 2 Sam. 4:1-12 — Ish-bosheth murdered 
 
1 When Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, heard that Abner had died at Hebron, his courage failed, and all 
Israel was dismayed. 2 Now Saul’s son had two men who were captains of raiding bands; the name of 
the one was Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon a man of Benjamin from 
Beeroth (for Beeroth also is counted part of Benjamin; 3 the Beerothites fled to Gittaim and have been 
sojourners there to this day). 
 
4 Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the 
news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled, and as she 
fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 
 
5 Now the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set out, and about the heat of the 
day they came to the house of Ish-bosheth as he was taking his noonday rest. 6 And they came into 
the midst of the house as if to get wheat, and they stabbed him in the stomach. Then Rechab and 
Baanah his brother escaped.[fn] 7 When they came into the house, as he lay on his bed in his 
bedroom, they struck him and put him to death and beheaded him. They took his head and went by 
the way of the Arabah all night, 8 and brought the head of Ish-bosheth to David at Hebron. And they 
said to the king, “Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, your enemy, who sought your life. 
The LORD has avenged my lord the king this day on Saul and on his offspring.” 9 But David answered 
Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, “As the LORD lives, who has 
redeemed my life out of every adversity, 10 when one told me, ‘Behold, Saul is dead,’ and thought he 
was bringing good news, I seized him and killed him at Ziklag, which was the reward I gave him for 
his news. 11 How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous man in his own house on his 
bed, shall I not now require his blood at your hand and destroy you from the earth?” 12 And David 
commanded his young men, and they killed them and cut off their hands and feet and hanged them 
beside the pool at Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth and buried it in the tomb of Abner at 
Hebron. 
 
ESV Footnote 



(4:6) Septuagint And behold, the doorkeeper of the house had been cleaning wheat, but she grew drowsy and slept. So 
Rechab and Baanah his brother slipped in 

 
A Crown and a Head — The parallels in this story compared to that of the Amalekite (2 Sam. 1:1-16) 
are striking.  Earlier, the Amalekite brought the crown of Saul to David to announce his death and 
here, the sons of Rimmon brought the head of Saul’s son Ish-bosheth to David.  In both cases, they 
expected David to be pleased and, in both cases, the wicked bearers of the news paid with their lives.  
The sons of Rimmon (Baanah and Rechab) were significant supporters of Saul and Ish-bosheth, 
being from Saul’s tribe of Benjamin and captains in Ish-bosheth’s army, but they were opportunists, 
traitors, and murderers.  David called them “wicked men” who also cowardly had “killed a righteous 
man in his own house on his bed” (4:11).  Then, they even attributed their wicked act to something 
God had accomplished: “The LORD has avenged my lord the king this day on Saul” (v. 8).  Did they 
really think they were doing what God wanted?  They were not willing to wait for God to accomplish 
His own will.  David had learned this lesson and demonstrated it often when he was running from 
Saul.  In Psalm 27:14 he wrote, “Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait 
for the LORD!”  Make sure you are led by the Lord today before you begin some significant project; 
maybe it is not His work or His timing. 
**************************** 
 
March 18 Th Reading 55 —2 Sam. 5:1-5; 1 Chron. 11:1-3 — David made king over all Israel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waiting on God — We saw in our previous reading that Baanah and Rechab took things into their 
own hands, not waiting or allowing God to choose how David was to become king over all Israel.  

1 Chronicles 11 
1 Then all Israel gathered together to 
David at Hebron and said,  
“Behold, we are your bone and flesh.  
2 In times past, even when Saul was 
king, it was you who led out and brought 
in Israel.  
And the LORD your God said to you, 
‘You shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel, and you shall be prince over my 
people Israel.’”  
3 So all the elders of Israel came to the 
king at Hebron, and David made a 
covenant with them at Hebron before 
the LORD.  
And they anointed David king over 
Israel,  
according to the word of the LORD by 
Samuel. 

2 Samuel 5 
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron 
and said,  
“Behold, we are your bone and flesh.  
2 In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was 
you who led out and brought in Israel.  
 
And the LORD said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of 
my people Israel, and you shall be prince[fn] over 
Israel.’”  
 
3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at 
Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them 
at Hebron before the LORD, 
 
and they anointed David king over Israel.  
 
 
 
4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned forty years. 5 At Hebron he reigned 
over Judah seven years and six months, and at 
Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-
three years.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(5:2) Or leader 
(5:5) Dead Sea Scroll lacks verses 4–5 



Today, we see that David was willing to wait on God.  Although he had the opportunity to step out and 
declare himself king over all Israel, he waited until “all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron” 
(2 Sam. 5:3).  They acknowledged that David had been a strong military leader: “…when Saul was 
king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel” (v. 2).  They remembered what God had 
said about David through Samuel: “You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be 
prince over Israel” (v. 2).  Then, they anointed him to be king, the greatest king in all Israel’s history, 
until Jesus came.  Below is a map that shows the land under the control of the Hebrews at this point 
in David’s reign and how far it extended by the end of his 40 years as king.  All of this was possible 
because David trusted the Lord to guide him and fight his battles.  We have a lot to learn from David.  
Like us, he sometimes acted sinfully, but he also trusted in God and was willing to wait for Him to 
accomplish His plans. 
 

 
**************************** 



 
March 19 F Reading 56 — 2 Sam. 5:6-10; 1 Chron. 11:4-9 — Conquest of Jerusalem 

 
The Blind and the Lame — The stronghold of the Canaanite city of Jebus was too much for Israel to 
conquer during Joshua’s time, so the inhabitants were feeling pretty secure over 350 years later when 
David came along.  In their cockiness, they claimed that even “the blind and the lame will ward you 
off” (2 Sam. 5:6).  What they didn’t realize was that they were defying Almighty God, who declared 
that Jerusalem (Jebus) was “the city that the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put 
his name there” (1 Kings 14:21).  It was built on a hill on the border between Judah and Benjamin and 
became the political and religious center for all the Jews.  Our passage for today closes with, “And 
David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him” (2 Sam. 5:10).  
That is why the well-protected city of Jebus was easily conquered under the leadership of David.  
That is also why we will be successful in our lives today: God is with us.  We need not fear the 
bragging of the world’s strength—we have the Creator on our side.  When the new rule of 
Communism took over China in 1949 and tried to stamp out Christianity, it spread like wildfire.  Jesus 
promised, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).  We 
are in the protected city of God, the church of Jesus Christ.  Follow God’s known will today in 
confidence that He is with you! 
**************************** 
 
March 20 Sa (optional) — Psalm 37:1-40 — Waiting on God 
 

1 Chronicles 11 
4 And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, 
that is, Jebus, where the Jebusites were, the 
inhabitants of the land.  
5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to David,  
“You will not come in here.”  
 
 
Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of 
Zion, that is, the city of David.  
6 David said, 
“Whoever strikes the Jebusites  
first shall be chief and commander.”  
 
 
 
 
And Joab the son of Zeruiah went up first, so 
he became chief.  
7 And David lived in the stronghold; therefore 
it was called the city of David.  
8 And he built the city all around from the 
Millo in complete circuit,  
and Joab repaired the rest of the city.  
9 And David became greater and greater, for 
the LORD of hosts was with him. 

2 Samuel 5 
6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem 
against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land,  
 
who said to David,  
“You will not come in here,  
but the blind and the lame will ward you off” 
—thinking, “David cannot come in here.” 
7 Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of 
Zion, that is, the city of David.  
8 And David said on that day,  
“Whoever would strike the Jebusites,  
 
let him get up the water shaft to attack ‘the lame 
and the blind,’ who are hated by David’s soul.” 
Therefore it is said, “The blind and the lame shall 
not come into the house.”  
 
 
9 And David lived in the stronghold and called it 
the city of David.  
And David built the city all around from the Millo 
inward.  
 
10 And David became greater and greater, for the 
LORD, the God of hosts, was with him. 



David was an old man (v. 25) when he wrote this psalm but it also represents his attitude about 
trusting God to lead him when he faced the challenge of becoming king over all Israel.  As you read it, 
pick out the many times that he writes of his patient trust in the Lord. 
 
Psalm 37 — [fn]Of David 

1     Fret not yourself because of evildoers; 
       be not envious of wrongdoers! 
2     For they will soon fade like the grass 
       and wither like the green herb. 
  
3     Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
       dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.[fn] 
4     Delight yourself in the LORD, 
       and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
  
5     Commit your way to the LORD; 
       trust in him, and he will act. 
6     He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
       and your justice as the noonday. 
  
7     Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
       fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, 
       over the man who carries out evil devices! 
  
8     Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! 
       Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil. 
9     For the evildoers shall be cut off, 
       but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 
  
10    In just a little while, the wicked will be no more; 
       though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there. 
11    But the meek shall inherit the land 
       and delight themselves in abundant peace. 
  
12    The wicked plots against the righteous 
       and gnashes his teeth at him, 
13    but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 
       for he sees that his day is coming. 
  
14    The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows 
       to bring down the poor and needy, 
       to slay those whose way is upright; 
15    their sword shall enter their own heart, 
       and their bows shall be broken. 
  
16    Better is the little that the righteous has 
       than the abundance of many wicked. 
17    For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, 
       but the LORD upholds the righteous. 
  
18    The LORD knows the days of the blameless, 
       and their heritage will remain forever; 



19    they are not put to shame in evil times; 
       in the days of famine they have abundance. 
  
20    But the wicked will perish; 
       the enemies of the LORD are like the glory of the pastures; 
       they vanish—like smoke they vanish away. 
  
21    The wicked borrows but does not pay back, 
       but the righteous is generous and gives; 
22    for those blessed by the LORD[fn] shall inherit the land, 
       but those cursed by him shall be cut off. 
  
23    The steps of a man are established by the LORD, 
       when he delights in his way; 
24    though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, 
       for the LORD upholds his hand. 
  
25    I have been young, and now am old, 
       yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken 
       or his children begging for bread. 
26    He is ever lending generously, 
       and his children become a blessing. 
  
27    Turn away from evil and do good; 
       so shall you dwell forever. 
28    For the LORD loves justice; 
       he will not forsake his saints. 
    They are preserved forever, 
       but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. 
29  The righteous shall inherit the land 
       and dwell upon it forever. 
  
30   The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, 
       and his tongue speaks justice. 
31   The law of his God is in his heart; 
       his steps do not slip. 
  
32   The wicked watches for the righteous 
       and seeks to put him to death. 
33   The LORD will not abandon him to his power 
       or let him be condemned when he is brought to trial. 
  
34   Wait for the LORD and keep his way, 
       and he will exalt you to inherit the land; 
       you will look on when the wicked are cut off. 
  
35    I have seen a wicked, ruthless man, 
       spreading himself like a green laurel tree.[fn] 
36    But he passed away,[fn] and behold, he was no more; 
       though I sought him, he could not be found. 
  
37    Mark the blameless and behold the upright, 



       for there is a future for the man of peace. 
38    But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed; 
       the future of the wicked shall be cut off. 
  
39    The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; 
       he is their stronghold in the time of trouble. 
40   The LORD helps them and delivers them; 
       he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, 
       because they take refuge in him. 
  
ESV Footnotes 
(37:1) This psalm is an acrostic poem, each stanza beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet 
(37:3) Or and feed on faithfulness, or and find safe pasture 
(37:22) Hebrew by him 
(37:35) The identity of this tree is uncertain 
(37:36) Or But one passed by 

 


