
KH Feb. 21-27 
 
February 21 Sunday (Optional) — Ruth 2:1-13 — Godly Attraction  
 
As people were attracted to David by his godliness, so were Boaz and Ruth attracted to each other.  
There was certainly a physical attraction involved with them but spiritual attraction was also a strong 
part of the connection. 
 
1 Now Naomi had a relative of her husband’s, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose name 
was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of 
grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she set 
out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the 
field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. 4 And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. 
And he said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And they answered, “The LORD bless 
you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his young man who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is 
this?” 6 And the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite 
woman, who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and 
gather among the sheaves after the reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued from early 
morning until now, except for a short rest.” 

 
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this 
one, but keep close to my young women. 9 Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and go 
after them. Have I not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the 
vessels and drink what the young men have drawn.” 10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the 
ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, 
since I am a foreigner?” 11 But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law 
since the death of your husband has been fully told to me, and how you left your father and mother 
and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. 12 The LORD repay you for 
what you have done, and a full reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge!” 13 Then she said, “I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for 
you have comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, though I am not one of your servants.” 

• What evidence in these verses do you see that indicates Boaz’s godliness? 

• How did Ruth show godliness here? 
****************************** 
 
February 22 M — Reading 37 — 1 Samuel 22:6-20; Psalm 52:1-9 — Saul's vengeance killing of 
Ahimelech 
 
1 Samuel 22 
6 Now Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men who were with him. Saul was sitting at 
Gibeah under the tamarisk tree on the height with his spear in his hand, and all his servants were 
standing about him. 7 And Saul said to his servants who stood about him, “Hear now, people of 
Benjamin; will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields and vineyards, will he make you all 
commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, 8 that all of you have conspired against 
me? No one discloses to me when my son makes a covenant with the son of Jesse. None of you is 
sorry for me or discloses to me that my son has stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as at 
this day.” 9 Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who stood by the servants of Saul, “I saw the son of 
Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, 10 and he inquired of the LORD for him and 
gave him provisions and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 
 
11 Then the king sent to summon Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s house, 
the priests who were at Nob, and all of them came to the king. 12 And Saul said, “Hear now, son of 



Ahitub.” And he answered, “Here I am, my lord.” 13 And Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired 
against me, you and the son of Jesse, in that you have given him bread and a sword and have 
inquired of God for him, so that he has risen against me, to lie in wait, as at this day?” 14 Then 
Ahimelech answered the king, “And who among all your servants is so faithful as David, who is the 
king’s son-in-law, and captain over[fn] your bodyguard, and honored in your house? 15 Is today the first 
time that I have inquired of God for him? No! Let not the king impute anything to his servant or to all 
the house of my father, for your servant has known nothing of all this, much or little.” 16 And the king 
said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father’s house.” 17 And the king said to the 
guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because their hand also is with 
David, and they knew that he fled and did not disclose it to me.” But the servants of the king would 
not put out their hand to strike the priests of the LORD. 18 Then the king said to Doeg, “You turn and 
strike the priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck down the priests, and he killed on that 
day eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod. 19 And Nob, the city of the priests, he put to the 
sword; both man and woman, child and infant, ox, donkey and sheep, he put to the sword. 
 
20 But one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled after David.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(22:14) Septuagint, Targum; Hebrew and has turned aside to 

 
Psalm 52:1-9 
To the choirmaster. A Maskil[fn] of David, when Doeg, the Edomite, came and told Saul, “David has 
come to the house of Ahimelech.” 
 
1      Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man? 
        The steadfast love of God endures all the day. 
2      Your tongue plots destruction, 
        like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit. 
3      You love evil more than good, 
        and lying more than speaking what is right. Selah 
4     You love all words that devour, 
        O deceitful tongue. 
  
5      But God will break you down forever; 
        he will snatch and tear you from your tent; 
        he will uproot you from the land of the living. Selah 
6      The righteous shall see and fear, 
        and shall laugh at him, saying, 
7      “See the man who would not make 
        God his refuge, 
     but trusted in the abundance of his riches 
        and sought refuge in his own destruction!” [fn]  
  
8      But I am like a green olive tree 
        in the house of God. 
     I trust in the steadfast love of God 
        forever and ever. 
9      I will thank you forever, 
        because you have done it. 
     I will wait for your name, for it is good, 
       in the presence of the godly. 
  



ESV Footnotes 
(52:1) Probably a musical or liturgical term 
(52:7) Or in his work of destruction 

 
Problem of Trust — The Holy Spirit had left Saul and he demonstrated the direction one tends to go 
without the help of God.  He trusted no one, accusing his own assistants of plotting against him: “…all 
of you have conspired against me … No one discloses to me … None of you is sorry for me” (1 Sam. 
22:6-7).  Woe is me!  It seems that when one doesn’t trust God, trust for man evaporates as well.  We 
need a standard.  We need to trust in someone bigger and better than we are.  We struggle with the 
same problem of trust today.  It is often very difficult to trust a God we cannot see—One that often 
seems to be detached from our circumstances and One we might feel didn’t come through for us 
during a prior problem.  Things were not going well for David, either.  He was being hunted by the 
king with his large resources.  David was running and hiding from a man but he continued to trust in 
God.  In the psalm he wrote at this time, he said, “I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever” 
(Ps. 52:8).  He was trusting in God in spite of the dire circumstances facing him.  There were two 
other things he committed to do as well: “I will thank you forever … I will wait for your name, for it is 
good” (v. 9).  Trusting in God should be accompanied by gratitude and patience.  Trust! … thank! … 
wait! 
 
Meditation: The “servants of the king” (1 Sam. 22:17) showed some integrity.  Although they had 
remained in the service of Saul, they were not cooperating with his attitude toward David.  They 
refused to obey the king’s command to kill the priests of Nob (v. 17) because they served a higher 
master.  They respected the office of the priesthood that God had set up through Moses in the 
wilderness.  Would you be willing to refuse to do something your government compelled you to do 
because it went against something God required?  Some of us may have to face that situation in the 
future.  With the threat of being thrown into a fiery furnace, the three friends of Daniel refused to bow 
down to the king’s golden image (Dan. 3:18).  Would you refuse to receive the government’s mark on 
your hand or forehead in order to buy food? (Rev.14:9).  Taking a stand for God sometimes has 
uncomfortable or even tragic consequences but we must decide—Who is our King? 
****************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 23 Tu Reading 38 — 1 Samuel 22:21-23; 23:1-13 — David fights against the Philistines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seeking Guidance — There are several examples of seeking guidance in this passage.  Twice, 
“David inquired of the LORD” (vv. 2, 4), probably seeking guidance through the prophet Gad, who told 
David earlier to leave the Moab stronghold and go to Judah’s forest of Hereth (22:5).  After the 
escaped priest Abiathar came to Keilah, David had him seek God’s guidance by using the ephod he 
brought along with him (v. 9).  The Urim and Thummim were part of the ephod, or breastplate of 
judgment, worn by the high priest and described in Exodus 28:15-30, but it not clear as to how it was 
used to seek God’s guidance.  God told him through the ephod that he should not stay in the walled 
city of Keilah.  Don’t you wish that you could have an ephod to ask God specific questions about what 
you ought to do?  It sounds easy, doesn’t it?  Instead, God has given us the Bible and the indwelling 
Holy Spirit to guide us through life.  Many of our questions about what to do are answered in the 
directions and principles already given in God’s Word. 
 

1 Samuel 23 
1 Now they told David, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah 
and are robbing the threshing floors.” 2 Therefore David inquired of the 
LORD, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” And the LORD said to 
David, “Go and attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” 3 But David’s men 
said to him, “Behold, we are afraid here in Judah; how much more then if we 
go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?” 4 Then David inquired of 
the LORD again. And the LORD answered him, “Arise, go down to Keilah, 
for I will give the Philistines into your hand.” 5 And David and his men went 
to Keilah and fought with the Philistines and brought away their livestock 
and struck them with a great blow. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 
 
6 When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech had fled to David to Keilah, he had 
come down with an ephod in his hand.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
7 Now it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah. And Saul said, “God 
has given him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a town 
that has gates and bars.” 8 And Saul summoned all the people to war, to go 
down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. 9 David knew that Saul was 
plotting harm against him. And he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the 
ephod here.” 10 Then David said, “O LORD, the God of Israel, your servant 
has surely heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah, to destroy the city on 
my account. 11 Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul 
come down, as your servant has heard? O LORD, the God of Israel, please 
tell your servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come down.” 12 Then David 
said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of 
Saul?” And the LORD said, “They will surrender you.” 13 Then David and his 
men, who were about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and 
they went wherever they could go. When Saul was told that David had 
escaped from Keilah, he gave up the expedition.  

1 Samuel 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

21 And Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests of the LORD. 
22 And David said to Abiathar, “I knew on that day, when Doeg the Edomite 
was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I have occasioned the death of all 
the persons of your father’s house. 23 Stay with me; do not be afraid, for he 
who seeks my life seeks your life. With me you shall be in safekeeping.” 



Meditation: Does God know the future completely?  This question has been posed since 1980 by 
some believers who say that although God can direct history in general, He doesn’t know in advance 
what specifically is going to happen because much depends on decisions made by mankind.  This 
understanding is called “open theism.”  The story we read today is a good argument against that 
position.  God not only knows the future, He also knows the potential future.  He told David what 
would happen if he should stay in Keilah: Saul would come after him there (v. 11) and the people of 
the city would turn David and his men over to Saul’s army (v. 12).  God knows absolutely everything.  
Like the ultimate chess player, He even knows what would happen if … 
****************************** 
 
February 24 W Reading 39 — 1 Samuel 23:14-29; Psalm 54:1-7 — David's final meeting with 
Jonathan 
 
1 Samuel 23 
14 And David remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in the hill country of the wilderness of 
Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not give him into his hand. 
 
15 David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. David was in the wilderness of Ziph at 
Horesh. 16 And Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and strengthened his hand in 
God. 17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall 
be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Saul my father also knows this.” 18 And the two of them 
made a covenant before the LORD. David remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went home. 
 
19 Then the Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is not David hiding among us in the 
strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which is south of Jeshimon? 20 Now come down, O 
king, according to all your heart’s desire to come down, and our part shall be to surrender him into the 
king’s hand.” 21 And Saul said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, for you have had compassion on 
me. 22 Go, make yet more sure. Know and see the place where his foot is, and who has seen him 
there, for it is told me that he is very cunning. 23 See therefore and take note of all the lurking places 
where he hides, and come back to me with sure information. Then I will go with you. And if he is in 
the land, I will search him out among all the thousands of Judah.” 24 And they arose and went to Ziph 
ahead of Saul. 
 
Now David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah to the south of Jeshimon. 
25 And Saul and his men went to seek him. And David was told, so he went down to the rock and lived 
in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in the wilderness of 
Maon. 26 Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the 
mountain. And David was hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his men were closing in on 
David and his men to capture them, 27 a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the 
Philistines have made a raid against the land.” 28 So Saul returned from pursuing after David and 
went against the Philistines. Therefore that place was called the Rock of Escape.[fn] 29 [fn] And David 
went up from there and lived in the strongholds of Engedi. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(23:28) Or Rock of Divisions 
(23:29) Ch 24:1 in Hebrew 

 
Psalm 54:1-7 
To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Maskil[fn] of David, when the Ziphites went and told 
Saul, “Is not David hiding among us?” 
 
1   O God, save me by your name, 



        and vindicate me by your might. 
2   O God, hear my prayer; 
        give ear to the words of my mouth. 
  
3   For strangers[fn] have risen against me; 
        ruthless men seek my life; 
        they do not set God before themselves. Selah 
  
4   Behold, God is my helper; 
        the Lord is the upholder of my life. 
5   He will return the evil to my enemies; 
        in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
  
6   With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; 
        I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7   For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
        and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 
  
ESV Footnotes 
(54:1) Probably a musical or liturgical term 
(54:3) Some Hebrew manuscripts and Targum insolent men (compare Psalm 86:14) 

 
Like Father, Like Son? — There are often many physical resemblances between fathers and their 
sons but there are sometimes significant differences, especially in choices they make.  In many ways, 
Jonathan was not like his father Saul.  Both of them sought David but for different reasons.  Saul 
wanted to kill him because he was considered to be a threat to his kingdom; Jonathan wanted to help 
David because he was his friend and he wanted to please God.  It is interesting that, in contrast to his 
father, Jonathan didn’t seem to have any trouble finding David at Horesh.  Most people were not 
volunteering information to Saul about David; the Jewish Ziphites in southern Judah were an 
exception.  I love the humility of Jonathan and his willingness to do God’s will, even at his own 
expense.  Although he deserved to be the next king, he told David, “You shall be king over Israel” (1 
Sam. 23:17).  Which father are you more like—your earthly father or your heavenly Father?  We 
cannot do anything about what we inherited genetically but we can do something about developing 
characteristics of our heavenly Father.  As believers, we were “created after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:24), and while we are “beholding the glory of the Lord, 
[we] are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18).  
We are beholding the glory of the Lord while we read and meditate on His Word.  Don’t be surprised if 
someone tells you that you seem different today! 
****************************** 
 
February 25 Th Reading 40 — 1 Samuel 24:1-22 — David spares Saul's life in the cave 
 
1 [fn] When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, “Behold, David is in the 
wilderness of Engedi.” 2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek 
David and his men in front of the Wildgoats’ Rocks. 3 And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, 
where there was a cave, and Saul went in to relieve himself.[fn] Now David and his men were sitting in 
the innermost parts of the cave. 4 And the men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which the 
LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall 
seem good to you.’” Then David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 And afterward 
David’s heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 6 He said to his men, “The 
LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to put out my hand against 



him, seeing he is the LORD’s anointed.” 7 So David persuaded his men with these words and did not 
permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way. 
 
8 Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, “My lord the king!” And 
when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage. 9 And David 
said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your 
harm’? 10 Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the LORD gave you today into my hand in the 
cave. And some told me to kill you, but I spared you.[fn] I said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my 
lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 11 See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by 
the fact that I cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you, you may know and see that there is 
no wrong or treason in my hands. I have not sinned against you, though you hunt my life to take 
it. 12 May the LORD judge between me and you, may the LORD avenge me against you, but my hand 
shall not be against you. 13 As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes 
wickedness.’ But my hand shall not be against you. 14 After whom has the king of Israel come out? 
After whom do you pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! 15 May the LORD therefore be judge and 
give sentence between me and you, and see to it and plead my cause and deliver me from your 
hand.” 
 
16 As soon as David had finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son 
David?” And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 17 He said to David, “You are more righteous than I, for 
you have repaid me good, whereas I have repaid you evil. 18 And you have declared this day how you 
have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me when the LORD put me into your hands. 19 For if a 
man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safe? So may the LORD reward you with good for what 
you have done to me this day. 20 And now, behold, I know that you shall surely be king, and that the 
kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand. 21 Swear to me therefore by the LORD that you 
will not cut off my offspring after me, and that you will not destroy my name out of my father’s 
house.” 22 And David swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the 
stronghold. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(24:1) Ch 24:2 in Hebrew 
(24:3) Hebrew cover his feet 
(24:10) Septuagint, Syriac, Targum; Hebrew it [my eye] spared you 

 
Conviction — This powerful story has a great lesson about conviction.  First, David was convicted 
because he had cut off the corner of Saul’s robe: “…afterward David’s heart struck him” (v. 5).  That 
seems like a pretty minor “sin” doesn’t it?  He could have killed Saul but he only cut off a piece of his 
robe.  Why did David feel convicted because of that?  It was because he had such high respect for 
God and His anointing on Saul as the divinely chosen king of Israel.  Three times in this passage, 
David referred to Saul as “the LORD’s anointed” (vv. 6, 10).  Although tempted, David was willing to 
wait for God’s timing in setting him up as the new king.  Secondly, Saul was convicted of his 
suspicions of David.  When he heard about how David spared his life, he “lifted up his voice and 
wept” (v. 16) and confessed that David was more righteous than he was (v. 17).  One conviction 
came for David’s apparent wrong act; the other resulted from his good act.  David’s conviction might 
seem extreme to us but that might be because we don’t have as much respect and honor toward God 
as he did.  God is holy—perfectly holy—and we are called to strive toward living our lives with that 
model in view (Lev. 11:44). 
****************************** 
 
 
 
 



February 26 F Reading 41 — 1 Samuel 25:1-44 — David and Abigail 
 
1 Now Samuel died. And all Israel assembled and mourned for him, and they buried him in his house 
at Ramah. 
 
Then David rose and went down to the wilderness of Paran. 2 And there was a man in Maon whose 
business was in Carmel. The man was very rich; he had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. 
He was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3 Now the name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his 
wife Abigail. The woman was discerning and beautiful, but the man was harsh and badly behaved; he 
was a Calebite. 4 David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. 5 So David sent 
ten young men. And David said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, and go to Nabal and greet him 
in my name. 6 And thus you shall greet him: ‘Peace be to you, and peace be to your house, and 
peace be to all that you have. 7 I hear that you have shearers. Now your shepherds have been with 
us, and we did them no harm, and they missed nothing all the time they were in Carmel. 8 Ask your 
young men, and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we come on 
a feast day. Please give whatever you have at hand to your servants and to your son David.’” 
 
9 When David’s young men came, they said all this to Nabal in the name of David, and then they 
waited. 10 And Nabal answered David’s servants, “Who is David? Who is the son of Jesse? There are 
many servants these days who are breaking away from their masters. 11 Shall I take my bread and my 
water and my meat that I have killed for my shearers and give it to men who come from I do not know 
where?” 12 So David’s young men turned away and came back and told him all this. 13 And David said 
to his men, “Every man strap on his sword!” And every man of them strapped on his sword. David 
also strapped on his sword. And about four hundred men went up after David, while two hundred 
remained with the baggage. 
 
14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, “Behold, David sent messengers out of the 
wilderness to greet our master, and he railed at them. 15 Yet the men were very good to us, and we 
suffered no harm, and we did not miss anything when we were in the fields, as long as we went with 
them. 16 They were a wall to us both by night and by day, all the while we were with them keeping the 
sheep. 17 Now therefore know this and consider what you should do, for harm is determined against 
our master and against all his house, and he is such a worthless man that one cannot speak to him.” 
 
18 Then Abigail made haste and took two hundred loaves and two skins of wine and five sheep 
already prepared and five seahs[fn] of parched grain and a hundred clusters of raisins and two 
hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on donkeys. 19 And she said to her young men, “Go on before 
me; behold, I come after you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal. 20 And as she rode on the 
donkey and came down under cover of the mountain, behold, David and his men came down toward 
her, and she met them. 21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain have I guarded all that this fellow has 
in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that belonged to him, and he has returned me evil 
for good. 22 God do so to the enemies of David[fn] and more also, if by morning I leave so much as one 
male of all who belong to him.” 
 
23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and got down from the donkey and fell before David on her 
face and bowed to the ground. 24 She fell at his feet and said, “On me alone, my lord, be the guilt. 
Please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your servant. 25 Let not my lord 
regard this worthless fellow, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal[fn] is his name, and folly is with 
him. But I your servant did not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent. 26 Now then, my lord, 
as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, because the LORD has restrained you from bloodguilt and 
from saving with your own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to do evil to my lord 
be as Nabal. 27 And now let this present that your servant has brought to my lord be given to the 
young men who follow my lord. 28 Please forgive the trespass of your servant. For the LORD will 



certainly make my lord a sure house, because my lord is fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil 
shall not be found in you so long as you live. 29 If men rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the 
life of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your God. And the 
lives of your enemies he shall sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 30 And when the LORD has done 
to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken concerning you and has appointed you 
prince[fn] over Israel, 31 my lord shall have no cause of grief or pangs of conscience for having shed 
blood without cause or for my lord working salvation himself. And when the LORD has dealt well with 
my lord, then remember your servant.” 
 
32 And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet 
me! 33 Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who have kept me this day from bloodguilt 
and from working salvation with my own hand! 34 For as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, 
who has restrained me from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, truly by 
morning there had not been left to Nabal so much as one male.” 35 Then David received from her 
hand what she had brought him. And he said to her, “Go up in peace to your house. See, I have 
obeyed your voice, and I have granted your petition.” 
 
36 And Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he was holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a king. 
And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk. So she told him nothing at all until the 
morning light. 37 In the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, 
and his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. 38 And about ten days later the 
LORD struck Nabal, and he died. 
 
39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the LORD who has avenged the 
insult I received at the hand of Nabal, and has kept back his servant from wrongdoing. The LORD has 
returned the evil of Nabal on his own head.” Then David sent and spoke to Abigail, to take her as his 
wife. 40 When the servants of David came to Abigail at Carmel, they said to her, “David has sent us to 
you to take you to him as his wife.” 41 And she rose and bowed with her face to the ground and said, 
“Behold, your handmaid is a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.” 42 And Abigail 
hurried and rose and mounted a donkey, and her five young women attended her. She followed the 
messengers of David and became his wife. 
 
43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and both of them became his wives. 44 Saul had given Michal 
his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who was of Gallim. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(25:18) A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters 
(25:22) Septuagint to David 
(25:25) Nabal means fool 
(25:30) Or leader 

 
Working Salvation — I love this dynamic story, one of drama, danger, and love.  It would be a great 
story to film.  The dangerous part was David’s vow to kill all the males in Nabal’s household because 
of the insulting response he received from his request for help.  David said that Abigail’s quick and 
wise intervention saved him from two things: “…from bloodguilt and from working salvation with my 
own hand!” (v. 33).  Killing Nabal and all of his men would be “bloodguilt” because it was unjustified.  
The punishment of death doesn’t fit the crime of rejecting a request for food.  That is overkill!  In 
God’s sight, David would be judged as guilty.  The second thing Abigail saved David from was trying 
to do God’s work for Him: “…working salvation with my own hand!”  God had a better plan—putting 
away Nabal with an apparent stroke.  How willing would Abigail have been to marry David had he 
killed all the men of their household?!  David had the ability to work salvation for himself but it wasn’t 
God’s way.  Sometimes the more able a person is to accomplish things, the less willing they are to let 
God do it His way.  Many times, our way is not only a wrong way but also a sinful way.  This is 



especially true when it comes to wanting revenge:  “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord’” (Rom. 12:19). 
 
Meditation: Notice that the news of Samuel’s private anointing of David to be king was spreading 
widely.  The wilderness of Paran (v. 1) was in the very south of the Promised Land.  Although far 
away, Abigail was aware of it and told David that “the LORD … has appointed you prince over Israel” 
(v. 30).  The message didn’t seem to impress Nabal, however, who apparently took Saul’s view of the 
situation: “There are many servants these days who are breaking away from their masters” (v. 10).  
Abigail saw God’s perspective while Nabal was limited to a human view. 
****************************** 
 
February 27 Saturday (Optional) — Luke 6:27-36 — Being Kind to the Hateful 
 
When David had a chance to kill Saul, who was trying to kill him, he exhibited characteristics Jesus 
described later in the Sermon on the Mount.  After reading through this NT passage, read it again and 
look at each idea of Jesus’ sermon, asking yourself, “How did David show this?”  When you have 
finished, pray for someone in your life who seems to hold something against you. 
 
27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, 
and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic[fn] either. 30 Give to everyone who 
begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you 
wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 

 

32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you?  For even sinners love those who love 
them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do 
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

 
ESV Footnote 
(6:29) Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin 

 


