
KH Jan. 31 – Feb. 6 
 

January 31 Sunday (optional) — Matt. 23:16-22 — Priorities of fools   
 
16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone 
swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ 17 You blind fools! For which is greater, the 
gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? 18 And you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is 
nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’ 19 You blind 
men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 So whoever swears by 
the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and 
by him who dwells in it. 22 And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him 
who sits upon it.” 

• There are fools in every generation.  As Saul issued a foolish command in his day, so the 
Pharisees in Jesus’ time made foolish oaths. 

• Jesus emphasized the misplaced priorities of the Pharisees.  How did Saul show similar 
improper priorities in how he handled people’s sin against him versus their sin against God? 

• What can you do to always test the appropriateness of your priorities? 
****************************** 
 
February 1 M — Reading 22 — 1 Samuel 15:1-9 — God's command and Saul's disobedience 
 
1 And Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel; now 
therefore listen to the words of the LORD. 2 Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I have noted what Amalek 
did to Israel in opposing them on the way when they came up out of Egypt. 3 Now go and strike 
Amalek and devote to destruction[fn] all that they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and 
woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’” 
 
4 So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand men on foot, 
and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the 
valley. 6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart; go down from among the Amalekites, lest I 
destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the people of Israel when they came up out of 
Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 7 And Saul defeated the Amalekites 
from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites 
alive and devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people 
spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened calves[fn] and the lambs, 
and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was despised and worthless they 
devoted to destruction. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(15:3) That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 8, 9, 15, 18, 20, 21 
(15:9) The meaning of the Hebrew term is uncertain 

 
Blatant Disobedience — Sometimes we might take issue with what God’s Word tells us we should 
do.  It might seem unreasonable or too difficult.  That was certainly the case with Saul.  Samuel came 
to him with a very clear assignment from God and it was authoritative: “The LORD sent me to anoint 
you king … now therefore listen to the words of the LORD” (vs. 1).  It was an assignment to carry out 
God’s judgment against the Amalekites who had viciously attacked Israel in the wilderness after their 
escape from Egypt.  God pronounced judgment on them that would not be exercised until later: 
“Therefore when the LORD your God has given you rest … in the land … you shall blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under heaven” (Deut. 25:19).  Since “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), 
God wanted Saul to carry out His judgment.  God said, “Do not spare them” (v. 3) but Saul “spared 
Agag and the best of the sheep…” (v. 9).  That was blatant disobedience.  Why didn’t Saul obey God 



completely?  Probably for the same reason we have for thinking that God’s judgment in this situation 
seems unreasonable.  Wiping out the children and the animals seems like overkill.  But God is both 
good and just at the same time.  We cannot always see the “good” so it doesn’t seem right to us.  
What was the result of Saul’s refusal to completely carry out God’s judgment?  Later, the Amalekites 
who were not killed attacked the city of Ziklag, while David was gone, and carried away the women, 
children, and animals as captives (1 Samuel 30).  That would not have happened if Saul had obeyed 
completely.  Obedience to God’s commands is always right, even when it seems unreasonable. 
****************************** 
 
February 2 Tu — Reading 23 — 1 Samuel 15:10-35 — Consequences of Saul's disobedience 
 
10 The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 “I regret[fn] that I have made Saul king, for he has turned 
back from following me and has not performed my commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he 
cried to the LORD all night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was told 
Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and 
passed on and went down to Gilgal.” 13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be 
you to the LORD. I have performed the commandment of the LORD.” 14 And Samuel said, “What then 
is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen that I hear?” 15 Saul said, “They 
have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen 
to sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have devoted to destruction.” 16 Then Samuel said 
to Saul, “Stop! I will tell you what the LORD said to me this night.” And he said to him, “Speak.” 
 
17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of the tribes of 
Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 And the LORD sent you on a mission and said, 
‘Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are 
consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you pounce on the spoil 
and do what was evil in the sight of the LORD?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice 
of the LORD. I have gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me. I have brought Agag the king 
of Amalek, and I have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. 21 But the people took of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in 
Gilgal.” 22 And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the LORD?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of 
rams.  23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because 
you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you from being king.” 
  
24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD and 
your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my 
sin and return with me that I may bow before the LORD.” 26 And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return 
with you. For you have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being 
king over Israel.” 27 As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 28 And 
Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has given it to a 
neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29 And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for 
he is not a man, that he should have regret.” 30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now 
before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before the 
LORD your God.” 31 So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the LORD. 
 
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag came to him 
cheerfully.[fn] Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” 33 And Samuel said, “As your sword 
has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women.” And Samuel hacked 
Agag to pieces before the LORD in Gilgal. 
 



34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel did 
not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD regretted 
that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(15:11) See also verses 29, 35 
(15:32) Or haltingly (compare Septuagint); the Hebrew is uncertain 

 
Obedience Above Worship — Saul was a politician.  He wanted to please the people and he 
wanted the people to honor him.  The people convinced him that if they saved some of the sheep and 
oxen, they could offer them to God and then share in eating the sacrifices since only parts of the 
animals were burned on the altar.  That sounded good to Saul—please the people.  In turn, he 
wanted to be honored by the people: At Carmel, “he set up a monument for himself” (v. 12).  Then, 
even after confessing his sin, he begged Samuel, “honor me now before the elders of my people” (v. 
30).  That is living for popularity.  In stark contrast, Samuel was a servant—he obeyed his Master.  
Even though there might have been something good in Saul’s plan to worship God by offering 
sacrifices, Samuel declared that “to obey is better than sacrifice” (v. 22).  Obedience is better than 
worship.  We need to think about that when we are worshiping God in church: Are we living in 
disobedience to God at home, at work, at school, etc.?  I know of a church that later learned that two 
of the members of its worship team were involved together in an adulterous relationship.  Worship 
doesn’t make up for disobedience.  To God, obeying Him is more important than worshiping Him. 
 
Meditation: There seems to be a contradiction in this passage.  At the beginning of the story, God 
told Samuel, “I regret that I have made Saul king” (v. 11) and He confirmed it at the end: “And the 
LORD regretted that he had made Saul king” (v. 35).  The problem comes with the apparently 
contradictory statement in verse 29 that “the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a 
man, that he should have regret.”  Does God regret or not?!  The solution to this difficulty may come 
with the understanding that in the 108 times the Hebrew word for “regret” appears in the OT, the ESV 
translates it much more often as to “be comforted (49x) … relent (25x) … console (6x) … have 
compassion (4x) … change one’s mind (3x) … have pity (3x) … get relief (2x) … be sorry … repent 
… satisfy.”  If verse 29 were to be translated with “change His mind” (as in the NASB, CSB, NET, 
NIV, and NLT), it simply affirms the immutability of God’s character: He never changes.  There is no 
contradiction here; the ever-stable God was simply sorry that He had chosen disobedient Saul to be 
king. 
****************************** 
 
February 3 W — Reading 24 — 1 Samuel 16:1-13 — David chosen and anointed by Samuel 
 
1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will 
kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint 
for me him whom I declare to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate 
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 
 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.” 7 But 
the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but 



the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And 
he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,[fn] but behold, he is 
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he 
comes here.” 12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was 
handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that 
day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(16:11) Or smallest 

 
Outward Appearance — Do you remember when God chose Saul to be king?  “He was taller than 
any of the people from his shoulders upward.  And Samuel said to all the people, ‘Do you see him 
whom the LORD has chosen?  There is none like him among all the people’” (10:23-24).  His outward 
appearance seemed to be important to Samuel.  Now, when Samuel saw Jesse’s son Eliab, he was 
apparently impressed because “of the height of his stature” (v. 7).  Naturally, he might think that this 
was the one God had chosen to be the next king.  Wrong!  God told Samuel that “man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (v. 7).  Looks can be deceiving.  God looks 
deeper, seeing the heart—the seat of one’s emotions and will.  God had found in David, “a man after 
his own heart” (13:14).  Jesus also spoke about how to evaluate others.  For identifying false 
teachers, He said, “You will recognize them by their fruits” (Matt. 7:16).  That evaluation is deeper 
than physical appearance.  Jesus also said, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another” (John 13:35).  That also goes deeper than looks.  Isn’t it strange, then, 
that after warning Samuel about the unreliable standard of outward appearance, God’s choice of the 
next king was “ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome”? (16:12)—all descriptions of 
outward appearance!  It was only a coincidence.  David was (mostly) good on the inside but he just 
also happened to be good looking on the outside. 
************************* 
 
February 4 Th — Reading 25 — 1 Samuel 16:14-23 — David plays in Saul's court 
 
14 Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the LORD tormented 
him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting 
you. 16 Let our lord now command your servants who are before you to seek out a man who is skillful 
in playing the lyre, and when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, and you will be 
well.” 17 So Saul said to his servants, “Provide for me a man who can play well and bring him to 
me.” 18 One of the young men answered, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who 
is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, 
and the LORD is with him.” 19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me David 
your son, who is with the sheep.” 20 And Jesse took a donkey laden with bread and a skin of wine and 
a young goat and sent them by David his son to Saul. 21 And David came to Saul and entered his 
service. And Saul loved him greatly, and he became his armor-bearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, 
saying, “Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And whenever the 
harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was 
refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him. 
 
David’s Résumé — We learned earlier, in the physical description of David, that he “was ruddy and 
had beautiful eyes and was handsome” (v. 12).  Now, we see a broader picture of who he was, 
including a reiteration of the fact that he was “a man of good presence” (v. 18), i.e., handsome.  But in 



the same verse, it is shown that he also had talent, which was expressed as his being “skillful in 
playing” the lyre, a 10-stringed instrument that was different than the harp.  He was also “prudent in 
speech” (“speaks well”—NIV); he was an articulate and eloquent speaker.  Since he was so young, 
the statement that he was “a man of valor, a man of war” is probably speaking more of his potential 
because of his physique or of the fact that as a shepherd, he had killed a lion and a bear with his 
hands (17:36).  Finally, the best qualification on his résumé was that “the LORD is with him.”  This is 
what would make David the greatest king Israel would ever have—God’s powerful presence.  It is the 
same thing that will make us “great” in whatever occupation we undertake.  Jesus reminds us that 
“apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5), which involves not only God’s presence but also our 
dependence in faith, relying on Him to do what is beyond our own ability.  We have His presence; we 
need to learn how to draw on His power. 
****************************** 
 
February 5 F Reading 26 — 1 Samuel 17:1-11 — Philistines threaten with Goliath 
 
1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle. And they were gathered at Socoh, which 
belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2 And Saul and the 
men of Israel were gathered, and encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in line of battle 
against the Philistines. 3 And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood 
on the mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. 4 And there came out from the camp 
of the Philistines a champion named Goliath of Gath, whose height was six[fn] cubits[fn] and a 
span. 5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight 
of the coat was five thousand shekels[fn] of bronze. 6 And he had bronze armor on his legs, and a 
javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and 
his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron. And his shield-bearer went before him. 8 He 
stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to 
me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against 
him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” 10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the 
ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, that we may fight together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard 
these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(17:4) Hebrew; Septuagint, Dead Sea Scroll and Josephus four 
(17:4) A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 
(17:5) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 

 
Dismayed and Afraid — Goliath was a big threat!  He was over 9 feet (3 m) tall, which was enough 
to scare any normal man.  He was also well protected.  Someone carried a large shield in front of 
Goliath to protect his whole body.  Bronze armor covered his head and legs, and he wore a coat of 
metal mail that weighed over 120 pounds (50 kg).  He was also well-armed with a javelin and a spear, 
the head of which weighed about 15 pounds (6.6 kg).  We will read later that he also had a large 
sword that he carried in a sheath.  One more thing: he was a “champion,” earning that position in his 
army, probably from prior battles.  He came down to the valley between the two armies and shouted, 
“I defy the ranks of Israel this day.”  It is no wonder that when Saul and his army heard Goliath’s 
challenge, “they were dismayed and greatly afraid.”  What looks “too big to fight” in your experience 
today?  Maybe it is a disease that has attacked you or someone in your family or something that 
threatens the whole world.  It could be a boss who continually criticizes and hinders you.  Maybe it is 
a political system that seems intent on destroying the nation.  It could be an abusive mate.  Are you 
“dismayed and … afraid”?  The good news is that you are not alone in your struggle and He who is 
with you is bigger than any threatening giant.  Hang on to that thought until we read about how God 
solved the problem of Goliath. 



****************************** 
 
February 6 Saturday (optional) — Songs of Praise 
 
David not only played the lyre when Saul was being troubled, but he also organized the musical 
function for the new temple that was to be built and he wrote many psalms of praise to God.  Here are 
a few psalms from the OT and a couple of verses from the NT talking about making melody to God.  
Please read through them prayerfully and use them to praise the Lord. 
 

 
If you remember this song by Philip Bliss (d. 1876), sing it as praise to the Lord! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 57:7 (from David) 
   My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast!  I will sing and make melody! 
 
Psalm 144:9 (from David) 
   I will sing a new song to you, O God; upon a ten-stringed harp I will play to you. 
 
Psalm 95:1-2  

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with    
songs of praise! 

 
Psalm 104:33-34  

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. 

 
Psalm 147:7  

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre! 
 
Ephesians 5:18-20 

… be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and 
for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God.  

 I will sing of my Redeemer, 
       And His wondrous love to me; 
    On the cruel cross He suffered, 
       From the curse to set me free. 
 

  Sing, oh, sing of my Redeemer, 
       With His blood He purchased me, 
     On the cross He sealed my pardon, 
        Paid the debt, and made me free. 
 


