
February 24-28 
 
February 24 — Reading 39 — John 4:5-26 — Living Water  
 
John 4 
5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, 
was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.[fn] 
 
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the 
gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked 
him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you 
have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again,14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty again.[fn] The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 
that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
 
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 
husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that 
you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 
for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called 
Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 
you am he.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(4:6) That is, about noon 
(4:14) Greek forever 

 
Comment: Jesus began the conversation with this woman with a simple request, “Give 
me a drink” (4:7).  The previous verse tells us that Jesus was “wearied … from his 
journey.”  He was also likely thirsty since He had come to the well.  It is interesting that 
we are never told that Jesus received that drink from the Samaritan woman.  She may 
have left Him thirsty because He had quickly elevated the discussion to the plane of a 



kind of water that she desperately needed but knew nothing about.  Jesus called it 
“living water” (:10) and told her that He was the supplier of that water.  She was 
confused because she was stuck with the idea of H2O.  Jesus told her several things 
about this “living water.”  First, it was a “gift of God” (:10), not normal physical water.  
Secondly, it needed to be requested: “…you would have asked him” (:10).  It had to be 
recognized and desired as being valuable.  Thirdly, it was completely satisfying: 
“…whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again” (:14).  
When we drink physical water, our body uses it up but the “living water” of the Spirit 
remains forever, “… to eternal life” (:14).  There are throngs of people around us who 
are thirsty for a kind of water they don’t know exists.  St. Augustine prayed in his 
Confessions, “Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it 
finds its rest in thee.”  Our friends need to be exposed to this “living water” that will 
satisfy them for eternity. 
 
Meditation: Why did Jesus tell this woman, “Go, call your husband…” (:16)?  As we 
soon discover, He already knew about her prior marital life and her present adulterous 
one.  Was He intentionally trying to expose her sin?  If so, why would Jesus feel that 
was necessary?  How does that relate to the necessity of repentance in our coming to 
Christ for salvation?  Was there any evidence that He was expressing a judgmental 
attitude toward her?  Rather, He congratulated her for telling the truth (:17).  What kind 
of conclusion did she draw about Jesus from His unusual knowledge?  What did Jesus 
add to her evaluation of who He was?  We will read more about her reaction in our next 
reading.  
**************************** 
 
February 25 — Reading 40 — John 4:27-38 — Adulterous Evangelist  
 
John 4 
27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the 
woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see 
a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the 
town and were coming to him. 
 
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, 
“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, 
“Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the 
will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet 
four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that 
the fields are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and 
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here 
the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which 
you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
 
Comment: She had just been exposed supernaturally by Jesus regarding her shady 
marital life and then He told her that He was the promised Messiah.  In her wonder and 



excitement, she left her water jar at the well and ran back to her village to spread the 
word about this miraculous man Jesus.  “Come, see a man …” (:29) was her invitation; 
“…who told me all that I ever did” was her confession; “Can this be the Christ?” was her 
proposition.  She was an effective evangelist because they “were coming to him” (:30).  
This woman had changed.  She apparently had been such a social outcast that she 
avoided other people by going to draw water during the heat of the day while others 
were eating and resting.  Now, she was running to them and spilling out her shameful 
past because Jesus had given her hope.  Do you often feel inadequate as an 
evangelist—bringing others to Christ?  This woman was a completely inadequate and 
inappropriate evangelist but she was effective.  New converts are often the most 
effective evangelists in their excitement about the new life they found.  Most of us need 
to rekindle that excitement and remember what a joyful and freeing experience it is to 
know God. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about food for a while.  Jesus’ disciples had gone into the village 
to buy food because all of them were hungry.  Finally, it arrived and they sat down to 
enjoy it.  But not Jesus.  He just sat there.  They “were urging him” to eat but He had 
already eaten … a different kind of food.  “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to accomplish his work” (:34).  Jesus had been both thirsty and hungry; now He 
was not.  How can food of a spiritual nature satisfy a physical hunger?  Was it more 
satisfying than physical food?  How might that relate to one who fasts from food in order 
to focus on spiritual things for a period of time?  Is this daily meal of God’s Word 
satisfying you deeply?  Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” (Matt. 5:6). 
**************************** 
 
February 26 — Reading 41 — John 4:39-42 — Hearsay Faith  
 
John 4 
39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him 
to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of 
his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of 
the world.” 
 
Comment: The word “hearsay” is defined as “information received from other people 
that one cannot adequately substantiate.”  It involves a certain amount of acceptance 
but also contains some hesitation.  The village Samaritans who heard the woman’s 
testimony “believed in him” but we are told later that their belief was strengthened by 
hearing directly from Jesus themselves: “It is no longer because of what you said, … we 
have heard for ourselves.”  The same is true for us—we believe more easily and 
thoroughly when we hear Jesus’ words for ourselves.  These Gospels that we are 
reading every day came directly from God.  We “hear” His words ourselves.  Of course, 
we believe! 
 



Why did the Samaritan townsfolk believe the woman’s words?  I think there is a clue in 
the reason they gave: “because of what you said.”  The KJV always translates the 
Greek word for “what you said” with the word “speech.”  It is used only two other times 
in the New Testament, one speaking of Peter’s Galilean “accent” (Matt. 26:73 ESV)—
how he sounded when he spoke.  The other time it is used was when Jesus argued with 
resistant Jews: “Why do you not understand what I say?  It is because you cannot bear 
to hear my word” (John 8:43).  They were hearing his speech but not comprehending 
the meaning—blah, blah, blah.  It seems to me that in all three places, speaking itself is 
the focus.  The Samaritans believed the woman’s words because she was willing to 
openly speak about her scandalous marital life.  They knew something radical had 
happened to this outcast woman for her to willingly choose not to hide her past.  Her 
speech was revealing; something had happened to her.  Yes, it was hearsay that 
caused them to believe but it was still powerful and led them to greater faith. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about a title for Jesus, “the Savior of the world.”  Who was it that 
gave Him this title?  How would Jews have probably phrased it differently?  (See Isa. 
45:15 and Jer. 14:8.)  Most of the Jews in Jesus’ day were quite prejudiced about their 
race and their special selection by God as His own people.  Did these Samaritans have 
a wider perspective of Jesus’ mission than the Jews?  Could this be one reason why 
they came to faith so quickly compared to Nicodemus’ slow progression that we read 
about in the previous chapter?  What limits our understanding or acceptance of God’s 
worldwide mission for the Church?  Whom does God bring to your mind outside of your 
limited “world” that needs your prayers and support?  What will you do about it? 
**************************** 
 
February 27 — Reading 42 — Luke 4:14b-15; John 4:43-45 — Mixed Acceptance  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: There is a lot we are not told about Jesus’ ministry.  He was welcomed 
when He returned to Galilee because many of those people had “seen all that he had 

John 4 
43 After the two days he 
departed for Galilee. 44 (For 
Jesus himself had testified that 
a prophet has no honor in his 
own hometown.) 45 So when he 
came to Galilee, the Galileans 
welcomed him, having  
seen all that he had done in 
Jerusalem at the feast. For they 
too had gone to the feast. 

Luke 4 

[And Jesus returned in the 
power of the Spirit to Galilee] 
(see reading 38) …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14b and a report about him went 
out through all the surrounding 
country. 15 And he taught in 
their synagogues, being 
glorified by all. 



done in Jerusalem at the feast” (John 4:45).  What had He done?  We know that He 
drove the moneychangers out of the temple but what else?  Nicodemus told Jesus in 
His night-time interview, “… no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him” (John 3:2).  What signs?  We are only told that “many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was doing” (John 2:23).  Jesus must have done many 
miracles that impressed Nicodemus and the Galileans who were visiting at the feast.  It 
sounds like Jesus returned to Galilee with open arms, except for His comment that “a 
prophet has no honor in his own hometown” (John 4:44).  The first word in this verse, 
“For…” introduced Jesus’ reason for returning to Galilee.  It seems like He returned 
because He knew that their acceptance of Him was superficial and temporary.  He had 
popularity but not honor, so He returned to Galilee to focus His ministry on them.  We 
are surrounded by people today who are impressed by Jesus but do not honor Him.  
They celebrate Him at Christmas and Easter but it doesn’t affect the rest of their 
calendar year.  They need to be ministered to by us to show them the great value of 
honoring Christ.  Some of us also may tend to slip into being impressed but not 
honoring God as we should.  Let’s put Him first today!  Let’s show our honor by 
obedience and worship. 
**************************** 
 
February 28 — Reading 43 — John 4:46-54 — Growing Faith 
 
John 4 
46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus 
had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal 
his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you[fn] see 
signs and wonders you will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down 
before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the 
word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 51 As he was going down, his 
servants[fn] met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them the 
hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh 
hour[fn] the fever left him.” 53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to 
him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. 54 This was now 
the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(4:48) The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 
(4:51) Greek bondservants 

(4:52) That is, at 1 p.m. 

 
Comment: This official from Capernaum showed that he had faith by coming to Jesus 
for help.  Even this early in Jesus’ ministry, His fame had spread from the things He had 
done in Jerusalem at the feast.  The official, a Jew who worked for the government 
under King Agrippa, had heard about Jesus and took this two-day trip for help.  When 
he presented his desperate need to Jesus, he received a mild rebuke as Jesus linked 
him (using the plural pronoun “you”) with the general attitude of the people that faith is 
only generated by seeing evidence: “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not 



believe” (:48).  But in the official’s anxious dilemma, he urgently repeated his request to 
Jesus to “come down.”  Then, surprising him, Jesus didn’t agree to go to Capernaum 
but healed the boy at a distance: “Go, your son will live” (:50).  Did the official believe 
that?  Yes, “the man believed the word…”  Earlier, the official believed that Jesus could 
heal from the evidence of people who had been healed by Him; now, he believed that 
Jesus could heal through a word of promise at a distance.  Believing the word of God.  
That is what Abraham is famous for.  That is what God wants from us, too.  The official 
had a need for healing but God wanted to strengthen his faith from a sign-based faith to 
a word-based faith.  God knows what we need and will sometimes use our search for a 
solution to satisfy a greater need that we didn’t even recognize. 
 
Meditation: Think about the effect of this official’s growth in faith.  The story concludes 
with the fact that he not only believed that Jesus could heal his son and that Jesus 
could heal at a distance but that “he himself believed, and all his household” (:53).  How 
was this last “believed” a deeper faith than the earlier “believed his word”?  It was a 
belief that spread to his whole household—his wife, that son, other family members, the 
servants.  Was it their belief only that Jesus could perform a miracle at a distance, or 
was it more? 
 
 


