
Gospel Harmony Readings for Feb. 17-21 
 
February 17 — Reading 34 — John 3:1-15 — Visit by Nicodemus 
 
John 3 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 
Jesus[fn] by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again[fn] he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.[fn] 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You[fn] must be born again.’ 8 The wind[fn] blows 
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 
know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you[fn] do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one 
has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:2) Greek him 

(3:3) Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can mean both again and from above; also verse 7 

(3:6) The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 
(3:7) The Greek for you is plural here 

(3:8) The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 
(3:11) The Greek for you is plural here; also four times in verse 12 

(3:13) Some manuscripts add who is in heaven 

(3:15) Some interpreters hold that the quotation ends at verse 15 

 
Comment: Nicodemus was one of the “many [who] believed in his name when they saw the signs 
that he was doing” (2:23) that John mentioned earlier.  Nicodemus put himself in that camp when he 
admitted that “we know that … no one can do these signs … unless God is with him” (3:2).  The “we” 
probably included some other fellow members of the Sanhedrin, the ruling Jewish council.  He was 
struck by what he saw in Jesus and he was attracted to Him.  He apparently came to try to determine 
if Jesus was the promised Messiah but Jesus took over the discussion from then on, focusing on the 
core of the gospel message—God’s kingdom and how to enter it.  To a Pharisee, getting into God’s 
favor was all about strict adherence to the Law of Moses and observing the many additional rules the 
Jews had attached to it.  That is a works-oriented attempt to get into God’s kingdom but Jesus 
insisted that the only way to get there was through being “born again” (:3, 7).  It was a kingdom of 
relationships, not of works.  The relationship was with God and it was accomplished through an 
internal change brought about by the Holy Spirit.  Nicodemus was confused and Jesus pointed out 
that he should have anticipated this kind of life from prophecies of the Old Testament, like when God 
promised, “I will give you a new heart, and … I will put my Spirit within you” (Ezek. 36:26-27).  It had 
not been fulfilled yet but it would come powerfully when the Church was born on the Day of Pentecost 
a few years later.  Nicodemus had not “arrived” yet but he was on the way; he was searching.  John 
tells us later that Nicodemus cautiously stood up for Jesus in a meeting of the Sanhedrin (7:50-51) 
and joined with Joseph of Arimathea in helping to bury the body of Jesus after His crucifixion.  It 
seems quite likely that Nicodemus became one of those who were born again on the Day of 



Pentecost or soon after that.  He was attracted to Jesus and kept searching for truth until he found it.  
There are people we have contact with who are in a similar situation.  They are attracted to Jesus but 
have lots of questions.  They are trying to please God by the good life they try to live.  But they need 
to hear from us about the good news of the new birth—that there is a relationship with the King that 
they can have like we have experienced.  When they come to us with a question, we should point 
them to eternal life. 
**************************** 
 
February 18 — Reading 35 — John 3:16-21 — Confronted by the Light   
 
John 3 
16 “For God so loved the world,[fn] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does 
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 
God.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:16) Or For this is how God loved the world 

 
Comment: Was Jesus still talking to Nicodemus in verse 16?  Since the Greek text does not use 
quotation marks, the decision must be made by readers, interpreters, and translators.  The NIV and 
NET translations conclude the conversation of Jesus with Nicodemus at the end of verse 15 but the 
ESV, NKJV, NASB, CSB, and NLT extend Jesus’ words to the end of verse 21.  In either case, it is 
God’s Word and includes verse 16, the most famous summary of the gospel in all of Scripture: God 
loved us by giving His Son so that we might have eternal life by believing in Him.  I see two levels on 
the negative side of that fence of faith.  The first level is rather passive, i.e., everyone is in the state of 
being “condemned” (vs. 18; “judged”—NASB) until they believe.  But then, they see something of the 
“light” that “has come into the world” (:19).  In this context, that light is Jesus and the truth He brought.  
How will those who are already living in darkness respond to that light?  Those who respond 
positively by coming to that light are saved but those who don’t, step into the second level of 
unbelief—active rejection.  In verse 20, that person “hates the light” for two reasons: 1) because 
he/she “loved the darkness” and wants to continue to live in it and 2) because their evil deeds would 
be “exposed” by the light.  The light is a threat to darkness.  That is why we sometimes receive 
opposition from unbelievers: our way of life (light) threatens their comfortable life in the world of their 
chosen darkness. 
 
Meditation: The object of faith is clearly stated as believing “in the name of the only Son of God” 
(:18).  What is that name?  That is very specific, isn’t it?  What does that suggest about people trying 
to find salvation through any other name?  When Peter was challenged about his faith in front of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin, he boldly told them that “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  There is no excuse 
and no escape unless a person will turn to Jesus Christ of Nazareth for forgiveness and cleansing. 
****************************  
 
 
 
 



February 19 — Reading 36 — John 3:22-36 — Joyfully Decreasing  
 
John 3 
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with 
them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful 
there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 
 
25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they 
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore 
witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive 
even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I 
am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. 
The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. 
Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”[fn] 
 
31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in 
an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen 
and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, 
that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without 
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in 
the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains on him. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:30) Some interpreters hold that the quotation continues through verse 36 

 
Comment: John the Baptist gave a wonderful description of one who has a godly ego-perspective: 
“He must increase, but I must decrease” (3:30).  Our inward sinful nature and our external culture 
long for and cry out for self-recognition and acclaim.  “Me first!”  Most people would say that humility 
is okay for nobodies but not for those with ability and promise.  But John the Baptist was a 
“somebody”!  His coming was predicted by the Old Testament prophet Malachi; God gave him 
miraculously to elderly parents; He was filled with the Spirit from his mother’s womb; Jesus asked 
John to baptize Him; he saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus; he heard the voice from heaven identify 
the Son of God.  Yet, with all these privileges, he recognized and accepted his true position with 
humility.  He was not envious of Jesus’ popularity when his own disciples complained that “all are 
going to him” (:26) instead of to John.  He accepted his position that he was not the Christ but only 
one who prepared others to accept Him (:28).  He rejoiced greatly when attention was being shifted 
away from him toward Jesus (:29).  Godly people don’t envy the popularity of others; they don’t try to 
be something that God did not intend; they gladly prefer seeing God get the credit for what good 
others might see in them.  Let John’s example remind you of the reactions you ought to have when 
you catch yourself being swayed by your sinful nature or surrounding culture! 
 
We have another quotation question in this passage.  Translations choosing to end John the Baptist’s 
quote at the end of vs. 30 are the ESV, NIV, CSB, and NET, while the NKJV, NASB, and NLT place 
the quotation marks at the end of vs. 36.  I lean toward the latter group. 
 
Meditation: Notice the reference to the Trinity in verses 34-35.  Is there anything said that suggests 
that One is more important than the others?  Who is the One who “gives” in these verses?  Does that 
place Him above the others?  What are some differences between them?  In what ways are they the 
same?  Can you find a verse of Scripture that shows their equality?  Don’t be discouraged if you 
struggle with answers to these questions since theologians have been debating them for 2000 years. 
*************************** 



 
February 20 — Reading 37 — Luke 3:19-20 — Wicked Leaders  
 
Luke 3 
19 But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all 
the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.  
 
Comment: Do you get confused by the Herods in the New Testament?  There were many of them, 
beginning with wicked Herod the Great who tried to kill the baby Jesus.  His father (Antipater) became 
a friend of Mark Antony and was appointed by Julius Caesar to be procurator of Judea.  He was a 
descendant of Esau (brother of Jacob = Israel) who converted to Judaism, so Herod grew up as a 
practicing Jew.  After the death of Herod the Great in 4 B.C., his kingdom was divided among his 
sons.  The Herod mentioned in Luke 3:19 was one of those sons, King Herod Agrippa I. This helpful 
Herod family tree can be used to sort out their family: 

Herod Agrippa “had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife” because this practicing 
Jew had married the wife of his half-brother Herod Phillip.  John was justified in his rebuke because 
Herod Agrippa was an active Jew, a supposed member of “the family of God.”  In a later flashback to 
this event, we are informed that John told Agrippa, “It is not lawful for you to have her” (Matt. 14:4; 
Mark 6:18).  They had broken the law of God.  To top off all his evil deeds, Luke said that “he locked 
up John in prison,” silencing the repentance message of God’s prophet. 
 
We also get upset about wicked deeds we learn about involving our government leaders.  We 
probably don’t have access to them like John did with Agrippa but we can pray for God to raise up 
godly leaders who will live in righteous ways and put the needs of the people they govern above their 
own desires.  
**************************** 
 



February 21 — Reading 38 — Matt. 4:12; Mark 1:14a; Luke 4:14a; John 4:1-4 — Feeling 
Misplaced?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 4 
12 Now when he 
heard that John 
had been 
arrested, he 
withdrew into 
Galilee.  
 
  
Comment: All four Gospels make a connection between John the Baptist and Jesus’ return to 
Galilee.  John’s Gospel tells us more about it: Before the Baptist’s arrest, Jesus seemed to be 
bothered that the critical Pharisees were pitting Jesus and John against each other in a popularity 
contest.  It was actually the disciples of Jesus who did the baptizing for Him (John 4:2); His baptism 
was to be of a different kind—“he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).  It is interesting and 
a bit surprising that nothing more is said in the NT about Jesus’ disciples baptizing with water until it 
was included in the command of the Great Commission after His resurrection (Matt. 28:19).   
 
Luke adds that Jesus’ return to Galilee was “in the power of the Spirit” (Luke 4:14a).  Could that be 
connected to the fact that Jesus “had to pass through Samaria”? (John 4:4).  The Greek word for “had 
to” is always used in John (10x) in connection with a divine requirement, e.g., “We must work the 
works of him who sent me while it is day…” (9:4).  Although the most direct route between Galilee 
and Jerusalem was through Samaria, most Jews skirted that land by traveling on the east side of the 
Jordan River because, as we will see in John 4:9, “Jews have no dealings with Samaritans” on 
account of their mixed race and mixed-up theology.  Perhaps the Father specifically directed the Son 
to go through Samaria because of the encounter He would have with the Samaritan woman at the 
well.   
 
Meditation: How uncomfortable do you think at least some of Jesus’ disciples were about being in 
Samaria because of racial and religious prejudice?  What things do you “have to do” by God’s 
appointment?  Could God have placed you in your job, your neighborhood, or the grocery store where 
you usually shop in order to influence a particular person?  You may have thought that you had made 
those decisions but we often don’t know the “must” directions of God in our lives.  The next time you 
feel rather “stuck” in an uncomfortable place or situation, remember what we will read later about 
what Jesus’ disciples were about to experience in seeing people’s lives changed. 
 

Mark 1 
14a Now after 
John was 
arrested, 
Jesus came 
into Galilee … 

Luke 4 
14a And Jesus 
returned in the 
power of the Spirit 
to Galilee … 

John 4 
1 Now when Jesus learned that the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and baptizing more disciples 
than John 2 (although Jesus himself did 
not baptize, but only his disciples),  
 
3 he left Judea and departed again for 
Galilee.  
 
 
 
4 And he had to pass through Samaria. 


