
February 10-14, 2020 
 
February 10 — Reading 29 — John 1:35-42 — Seek and Find  
 
John 1 
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said 
to them, "What are you seeking?" And they said to him, "Rabbi" (which means 
Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39 He said to them, "Come and you will see." So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was 
about the tenth hour.[fn] 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus[fn] 

was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to 
him, "We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas" (which means Peter[fn]).  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:39) That is, about 4 p.m. 
(1:40) Greek him 
(1:42) Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 

 
Comment: The ministry of Jesus begins here with collecting His first disciples, the first 
two coming from John the Baptist’s disciples.  The day before, these two disciples had 
heard John declare that Jesus was both “the Lamb of God” (vs. 29) and “the Son of 
God” (vs. 34); now he repeats to them the invitation almost as a challenge: “Behold, the 
Lamb of God!” (:35).  In other words, “There He is; what are you going to do about it?”  
Sometimes we don’t “get it” the first time we hear it and that is also true for people we 
talk to about Jesus.  The two disciples were Andrew and the author of this Gospel, 
John.  They acted on the Baptist’s challenge but they were hesitant and unsure, timidly 
following along after Jesus as He walked.  When Jesus turned to speak to them, He 
didn’t ask who they were looking for but “What are you seeking?” (:38).  Jesus was 
forcing them to evaluate their intentions and their motives.  What were they seeking?  I 
am sure that they really didn’t know.  John the Baptist had identified Jesus as the 
Messiah (the Anointed One) but now what?  Do you sometimes have a hunger for God 
and what He has for you but you don’t know what to ask for?  These disciples didn’t 
either but they did understand that Jesus had what they needed, so they asked to be 
with Him: “Where are you staying?” (:38).  At Jesus’ invitation, they stayed with Him for 
the rest of the day, being impacted by this new divine acquaintance.  How can we 
spend time with Jesus?  One is by daily, thoughtfully, and longingly immersing 
ourselves in His Word, the Bible.  Every morning before I start my quiet time, I pray this 
prayer of Moses: “… please show me now your ways that I may know you in order to 
find favor in your sight” (Ex. 33:13).  I encourage you to memorize it and begin your 
exposure to the Bible with that prayer.  A second way to spend time with Jesus is to talk 
to Him in prayer.  You might use the A.C.T.S. acronym as you Adore Him, Confess your 
sins, Thank Him for what He has done, and then in Supplication make your requests 
known to Him. 



 
Meditation: Let’s think about the word “first” in Andrew’s action when he “first found his 
own brother Simon” (:41).  First after what?  It anticipates that something happened 
“next.”  Does it mean that he first found his brother before John found his brother, 
James, putting evangelism first on his priority list?  Certainly, what he did do was to 
bring Simon to meet Jesus.  What do you do first after hearing some challenge or 
instruction from God from the Bible?  Do you share it with someone else?  I hope you 
make a practice of sharing with someone what you learned from God’s Word each day.  
Get a partner; maybe a mate or good friend will agree to do the same to you regularly.  
It will not only bring blessing to another but it will solidify those ideas into your own mind 
and heart. 
********************* 
 
February 11 — Reading 30 — John 1:43-51 — Come and See!  
 
John 1 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow 
me." 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 46 Nathanael said to him, "Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." 47 Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom 
there is no deceit!" 48 Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered 
him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you." 49 

Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 50 

Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you 
believe? You will see greater things than these." 51 And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I 
say to you,[fn] you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man." 
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:51) The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 

 
Comment: In our last reading, when John and Andrew first met Jesus and asked where 
He was staying, Jesus said, “Come… and see” (1:39).  Here, Philip responded in the 
same way in answer to Nathanael’s reply about the questionable expectation of the 
Messiah coming from Nazareth: “Come and see” (:46).  Nathanael wanted evidence, so 
he went with Philip.  He soon received more evidence than he ever could imagine.  As 
they were arriving, Jesus greeted him with a compliment about his genuine character.  
Nathanael recognized the accurate description and asked Jesus, “How do you know 
me?” (:48).  Jesus’ response was staggering, indicating that He knew that he had been 
sitting under a fig tree before Philip found him.  In amazed response, Nathanael blurted 
out three titles for Jesus: “Rabbi… the Son of God… the King of Israel” (:49).  What was 
Nathanael doing under that shady fig tree?  Perhaps he was having his devotional time 
reading Psalm 2: “I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill… You are my Son; today I 
have begotten you” (Vv. 6-7).  God’s King; God’s Son.  What Jesus said to Nathanael 
was a miraculous revelation and he was hooked for life.  How about us?  At one time, 



we came and we saw.  Maybe it was through a friend’s invitation or testimony.  Maybe it 
was through reading the Bible.  You were exposed to the truth, the light was turned on 
in your heart, and you “saw.”  It is miraculous. 
 
Although these early disciples of Jesus were all from the northern region near the Sea 
of Galilee, they were all likely gathered further south at Bethany across the Jordan 
because they were disciples of John the Baptist. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about the first of six titles of Jesus mentioned in this passage: 
“Jesus of Nazareth.”  When the Jewish Messiah was expected to come from 
Bethlehem, why would Philip introduce a devout Jew to Jesus with the geographical 
connection to Nazareth, 90 miles (145 km) away?  Did he not know yet that Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem?  Also, why would Jesus introduce Himself to antagonistic Saul on 
the road to Damascus with that same title (Acts 22:8)?  Peter also used it in his first 
sermon to Jews on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:22).  Shouldn’t they want to play down 
that connection?  Does God intentionally leave apparent difficulties in front of people as 
faith-hurdles?  Could it be that it was because the message and ministry of Jesus 
overpowered the objections against Him?  Are you tempted to water down things like 
the depth of repentance and the cost of discipleship when you talk to unbelievers about 
Jesus?  Leave some hurdles that require faith to jump over.  Let the message speak for 
itself.  The Word of God is powerful—let it loose! 
*************************** 
 
February 12 — Reading 31 — John 2:1-12 — Reactions to Wonder 
 
John 2 
1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran 
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother 
said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons.[fn] 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and 
take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted 
the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and 
said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, 
then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his 
signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed 
in him.  12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his 
brothers[fn] and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(2:6) Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 



(2:12) Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in 
a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or 
to brothers and sisters 

 
Comment: This story contains several significant reactions surrounding this behind-the-
scenes miracle of Jesus.  The first one came before the miracle when Mary reacted to 
the need for wine.  She was apparently not just one of the guests but one in charge of 
part of the festivities so that she would quickly recognize that the supply of wine was 
running out.  Her reaction was to go to Jesus with her need.  She didn’t tell Him what to 
do or even ask Him a question; she simply presented the need: “They have no wine” 
(:3).  This might remind us that although Jesus instructs us to ask Him for what we 
need, sometimes all we can see is the need so we present it to God, leaving to Him how 
it should be met.  Mary needed extraordinary help and she went to the One she knew to 
be the promised Messiah.  His idiomatic response to her may have contained a hidden 
promise because she immediately instructed her helpers (the Greek word used is not 
the one for slave-type servants) to do whatever He told them to do.  The next reactions 
were those of wonder from the feast “master” (:8) and the “bridegroom” (:9), who saw 
the results of the miracle but knew nothing about what Jesus had done.  The last 
reaction was from the small group of Jesus’ disciples who “believed in him” (:11) when 
they heard about the miracle.  Miracles are incentives for faith.  Have you ever 
wondered what effect the miracle had on the servants?  The text tells us that “the 
servants… knew” (:9) that Jesus had performed the miracle.  Did they become 
believers, too?  Save that question for heaven.  How do you respond to the miraculous 
things you read about in the Bible?  Do you find yourself trying to find a natural 
explanation or do you simply trust because of the earlier statement Gabriel made to 
Mary that nothing is impossible with God? (Luke 1:37). 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about the statement the master of the feast made to the 
bridegroom who supplied the food and drink for the wedding feast.  He said, “Everyone 
serves the good wine first… But you have kept the good wine until now” (:10).  He 
recognized that the wine Jesus had created was better than the earlier wine that was 
purchased.  How much better was it?  Was it the best that could be purchased?  Or 
even better?!  In a later parable, Jesus said that old wine was better than new wine 
(Luke 5:39), so although He made it instantaneously, He made it very old!  What does 
that suggest to you about God and about how He does things?  How does James 1:17 
describe the good quality of God’s gifts as being better than “good”?  In a later story, 
when Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law’s fever, did she need a night of bed rest to get 
her strength back?  No, she immediately got up and began to serve the guests (Matt. 
8:14-15).  When God healed the lame man at the Beautiful Gate who had never walked 
since birth, did he have to go through ten weeks of physical therapy to learn how to 
walk?  No, he was immediately “walking and leaping and praising God” (Acts 3:8).  That 
is how good God’s gifts are. 
**************************** 
 
February 13 — Reading 32 — John 2:13-22 — Zeal for God 
 
John 2 



13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-
changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 
things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
 
18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews 
then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,[fn] and will you raise it up in 
three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they 
believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(2:20) Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 

 
Comment: Nobody knew Jesus in Jerusalem yet.  He was just beginning His public 
ministry and He inaugurated it dramatically by cleansing the Temple.  He would do it 
again, later, just before His death (Matt. 21:12ff).  It was a common practice to allow 
vendors into the Court of the Gentiles to provide sacrificial animals and the required 
Jewish half-shekel coin for those who had traveled far to worship at Jerusalem.  This 
convenience in the Temple was allowed by man but was abhorrent to God because He 
had called the Temple “my house of prayer” (Isa. 56:7) and that it should be “for all 
peoples,” referring to Gentiles like those who were trying to worship in this marketplace 
atmosphere.  Here was a single stranger taking charge in this large courtyard, driving 
out the many merchants and their animals with a whip.  Why didn’t they resist this 
outnumbered intruder?  There was something about Him that was very different.  His 
impact would also be like that later when the temple guards returned without fulfilling 
their assignment to arrest Jesus, saying, “No one ever spoke like this man!” (John 7:46).  
No one had ever wielded a whip like this man, either, and they all ran away!  Jesus had 
a zeal for God and His temple.  Why didn’t the Jewish leaders respond in the same 
fearful and submissive way as the merchants?  Where was their zeal for God and His 
temple?  Instead, assuming their own higher authority, they demanded credentials from 
Jesus: “Who are you that you dare do such a thing?!”  Most of them would never know 
the answer, even after Jesus was raised from the dead as they knew He had predicted 
(Matt. 27:63).  God doesn’t expect us to use whips to demand respect for Him, 
especially from non-believers, but how can we show zeal for God?  Your discipline of 
reading God’s Word every day is one way you show it.  Setting a priority for attending 
your church worship service every week is another way.  Giving a significant amount of 
your income back to God is still another.  Only sincere believers do these things.  Let us 
continue to be faithful in being zealous for God!  
 
Meditation: Twice in this passage, John wrote, “His disciples remembered…” (:17, 22).  
What did they remember in those two contexts?  What was different about what they 
remembered?  What was the same?  Why did they remember?  What triggered their 



memories?  What is assumed about their past exposure to the things they 
remembered?  Our minds are memory banks and we are storing things there 
throughout every day we live.  Since those are the things we will remember later, we 
should pay attention to the quality of what we store there. 
**************************** 
 
February 14 — Reading 33 — John 2:23-25 — Jesus’ Omniscience  
 
John 2 
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust 
himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 
 
Comment: It sounds pretty positive that “many believed in his name” during that first 
week of Jesus’ public ministry but that needs some investigation.  The problem is that 
the word “believe” contains quite a spectrum of experience.  James said that “Even the 
demons believe” that God is one (James 2:19).  To Jesus’ disciples, who certainly 
believed in Him, He later would often criticize them for their lack of faith.  The depth of 
belief of these first audiences of Jesus is put into doubt because their belief seems to 
have been based primarily on “the signs that he was doing.”  The second reason for 
questioning the quality of their faith was that Jesus “did not entrust himself to them,” 
using the same Greek word for “entrust” as was used for their “believed.”  It is like 
saying, “I am not fully committing Myself to them because they are not fully committing 
themselves to Me.”  Why not?  John gave the answer with two expressions: “because 
he knew all people” and because He “knew what was in man.”  This shows the divine 
characteristic of omniscience, being all-knowing, and gives us insight into the state of 
Jesus’ divinity early in His ministry.  Earlier, we read that as a boy, “Jesus increased in 
wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52).  Does that mean 
that He was also developing His divine abilities?  John’s statement about Jesus’ 
knowledge suggests that His divine omniscience was complete at this time.  He was not 
only fully divine but He had all the infinite abilities of God.  He was fully God in the flesh.  
So, what did Jesus know about this large group of people who had “believed in his 
name”?  He knew the depth of their belief because He knew their hearts, which was 
much more than understanding “human nature” (NLT).  That deep knowledge of 
individuals was revealed dramatically by John in describing Jesus’ encounters with 
Nicodemus and the woman at the well in John’s next two chapters.  What does this 
divine omniscience have to do with us?  It means, for example, that we cannot fool God 
by reading the Bible superficially or quickly to check off our requirement for the day.  It 
also means that God knows the motives behind our good deeds, like visiting a friend in 
the hospital because we need to show his/her family that we are concerned.  Since God 
knows us so thoroughly, we need to concentrate on being genuine. 
 


